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TO 


THE LAJJY C0I>R1J» TON. 


My* I)EA1\ LaDY CODRINGTON, 

Rattier more than -three years ago I 

* 4 

came to Malta, spek, weary, and ^a* stranger. 
You-took me in, and treats' me >vith all* the 
warmth and kindness of an oid'friend. 

Fofirteerf months* have only elapsed, since, in 
my wanderings, I had the Measure and good 
fortune to meet in the capital of Northern 
Europe your excellent and gallon* Admiral, 
and was by him first introduced into the so- 

J % » i 

ciety of Petersbujrgli. 

* 

I now cp treat you to increase the debt ot 

• a 

gratitude which I owe to. you and yours, by 
allowing me to -dedicate to you the following 
pages. 

You will find in them mafty of the “ com- 



IV 


DEDICATION. 


mon placesV : neicient to, this particular style of 

f . 

composition. I am sensible mat a great deal 
of this sort/ must appear trifling, and 

even frivok ht as, in a picture, the minor 
details art' eu,‘tvand all necessary to produce the, 
effect intended; so it is with a personal nar- 

i 

rative, in which every little circumstance is 
like a link in a chain ; break one, and. tire con¬ 


nexion is destroyed. 

Moreover, by giving an account of all my 
occupations and a easements, I hope to convey 
to the mind of those who may do me the ho- 
nour to pefuse my pages, a general* idea of the 
society of the North, and of the sort of life a 
well-introduced stranger leads at Petcrsburgh 
and Moscow. 

\Two topics will be found to predominate 

throughout the whple book, the Cholera 

? • 

and the Polish War. These were the en- 

* * 

*■ i 

grossing subjects of the time; but they may 
be thought, (now that't1& interest thereupon 

i. • 

begins to pass a^ay,) to*be top much <b elt 
on. If so, I shall regret it much, because 
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they were, and still are with me, 4i tomes of 

* 4 f # 

the deepest importance. In my i^arks upon 

them T have endeavoured to ? ije'v^jctly itn- 
• * , 
partial, and, as will be seen,. *T hav<‘ always 

committed to pap^/ jit the tinje r :cb infor- 
• • 
mation as I could gather from good sourc.es. 

I fear that my arguments will not always be 

found ranged on the popular side. I cannot 

help .this, although I may regfet ^deeply that 

most of my anticipations have been too ’fatally 

justified *by the event. 

I shall, perhaps, be fairly ace’uscd of not 

having given sufficiently detailed account 

• * 

of Petcrsburgh ; but I felt that*Dr. Granville 
had indeed left me nothing to say, nothing 

to describe, for his book embraces every topic. 

. * 

I should but ill attempt to follow in Jiis steps. 

1 have, however; frequently .taken hints from 

both him and .Captain Jones, and must here 

pay them the deserved tribute of my praise for 

•the very correct view (in my estimation,) that 

• * 

these two authors have'taken ot the subjects 
■ * 

•upon which they treat. 
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A* y* ^iscow, M. tie Lavea’u, as well as Cap¬ 
tain .Tone;, 'have proved *my most valuable 
allies,—u'Eil'cefl.’the “Guide du Voyageur ii 
Moscow” *by 'the former, is an indispensable 
companion* to the pilgrim* in t that delightful and 
interesting city. 

And now, my dear l,ady- ’ (Jodrmgton, l 

throw myself entirely upon your nfiercy, and 
* 

having conf^ss^d my faults, trust that you will 
forgive -them ; and I beg, your intercession, (not 


with the Said is, but) with the Critics, whose 
wrath I deprecate by my most humble sub¬ 
mission. 


ITelieve me to remain. 

My dear Lady Codrington, 

Your most faithful and obliged servant, 

t 

C. Coj-VILEE FrANKLAND. 


Brighton, Dec. 15, 1831. 
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On the 14th day of August 1830, my health 
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(which had suffered very much from a fever 
caught in the mountains of Lebanon, in the 
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$ LINE .OF ROUTE. 

winter of 1.827,) being pretty well re-esta¬ 
blished, and having no hopes of professional 

K 

employment, I set out upon a tour to the 
North of Europe, anxious to pay a dying 
visit to Copenhagen and Stockholm, and from 
thence to proceed to Petersburgh and Moscow, 
for the sake of seeing those victorious armies 
of the Czar which had so lately returned from 
the conquest nf that country to which my wan¬ 
derings had, at no very remote period; been 
directed. I was, moreover, desirous of com¬ 
paring the beauties of the capital of the North 
with that of the South of Europe, and I had 
for several yeais nourished the hope of some 
day directing my footsteps to the centre of 

the Moscovite empire, the shrine of the Russo 

* 

Greco religion, that interesting monument of 
Russian history and arts, the Kremlin . 

i 

The line I had traced out for my return 
homewards lay from the foot of the Tower of 
Ivan Velikoi, through Wilna, Warsaw, and 
Berlin ; or, in the event of circumstances being 
ifavourable to a greater extension of my travels, 
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from Moscow to Odessa, from theqee across 

the Euxine into*Asid Minor, and so on through 

Scutari to my old h.aunts at Constantinople. 

Hefc, said I, are line projects, which with 

God’s help I may Realize; so, on the before- 

« ■ 

mentioned 14th day of Augilst 1830, I set off 
for Hamburgh in the steam packet Sir E. 
Bankes, .with aji amiable companion, Capt.- 

of the Navy. 1 found on board* ^o my great 

* 

pleasure, Count Dannischiold, who wa« going 
to Ilo^stein upon a visit to his* relative the 
reigning Duke of that country. . 

We had a boisterous and disagreeable pas¬ 
sage, during which we were Very near being 
run down in the night of the 15th. Our cap¬ 
tain was sick of the cholera morbus, and, in 

consequence 6f his inability to fc kcep the deck, 

• *, 

a’good deal of negligence and carelessness was 

•* 

observable on the part of the? steam seamen. 

# 

We made Heligoland on the morning .of the 

i • 

16th. It is a dreary and uninviting looking 
place enough, but was $ very useful outposf to 
us during the war, and may be sq again. 

B 2 
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THE ELBE. —HAMBURGH. 


The country about the mouth of the Elbe is 
flat aud uninviting, and very Dutch-looking, 
but as wtt proceeded up the river it became 
beautiful in the extreme on the left hand. 
Not so at Cuxhaven, which is low, marshy, and 
unpicturesquc. Some of the villas , towards 
Altona are the very perfection of rural retreats. 

Hamburgh is situated on the .right-bank of 
the Elbe, in a very commanding position ; the 
crowd of shipping of every nation and' every 
description lying in the port conveys to the 
mind a very»exalted idea of the wealth and 
importance of this free city , and of the benefits 
derived from the freedom of commerce which 
prevails here, totally unshackled as it is by 
fiscal regulations and concomitant vexations. 

We landed without any interruption from 
* custom-house officers or police agents, and 
went, accompanied by Count Danniscliiold, to 
an excellent hotel, “ die Altstadt London,” 

■s. 

upon the Yungferstieg. 

This Yqngferstieg is a planted and public 
promenade upon the banks of a large sheet of 
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water, or lake, round three sides of which runs 

• « 

the town, while upon its* fourth side are a gar¬ 
den and a bridge, underneath jvlftch the waters 

of the lake form "their junction with the river 

.. * 

Alster. 

There are many pavilions Upon the Yung- 
ferstieg, in \vhich every evening are stationed 
excellent bands of music, and where coffee, 
ices, lemonade^, cigars, and ^newspapers form 
so many objects of attraction. 

Aug. 17.—The mo riling we dedicated en¬ 
tirely to rambling round Hlic once formidable 

ramparts of the city, now converted into beauti- 

• • 

ful gardens and serpentine and#shady walks ;— 
what a delightful substitution of Flora for 
Bcllona! 

From one-of the former bastion*, (now called* 

% 

by an uncouth appellation of *the “ Stink 
fenck,”) we obtained a charming view of the 
Elbe, Altona, the villas in its neighbourhood, 
and the opposite hills and lieaths of the king¬ 
dom of Hanover. 

* 

On our return into the city we purchased a 
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THEATRE. 


very good second-hand britchka for thirty-five 

*r 

guineas, wrote our letters for England, and 
made our arrangements for setting out for 

O D 

* ■> 

Kiel, intending to embark at that city in the 

Danish steam-boat’for Copenhagen. 

% 1 < ' 

We dined at a, most excellent table-d’hote, 

but thought the ladies plain and dowdy. In 

^ * 
the evening we went to the theatre to hear the 

opera of the Maid in Fairy Land—Das Miid- 

chen in Feenweldt. The theatre is uncommonly 

pretty and well decorated; the boxes arc not 

* 

supported upon columns, but merely upon the 
projecting ends of the beams under their floors. 
This arrangement gives the whole mile a light 
and airy appearance. The orchestra, as is gene¬ 
rally the case in Germany, was excellent, and 

the whole performance above par. 

% 

* Aug. 18A- Bankers and coachmakers en- 

grossed the morning. We drove through Al- 

tona to the Devil’s bridge, and admired the 

beautiful villas and gardens on the banks of 

the Elbe. In the afternoon, it was very rainy. 

■» * 

We hired a courier, at seven pounds a month’ 
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MUSIC.—SOITBRETTES. 

f 

t 

for the journey to Stockholm and Petersburg!!. 

• * 

In the evening rain/ We went to the play: 
The Swiss Family. It was• very well per¬ 
formed. The scenery was very pretty; the 

company extremely plain and ill dressed. 

• * . « 

We-laughed much at* some .of'the Holsteiner 
peasantry, tty? women being dressed like de¬ 
vils, and men Jike merry-andrews. Kain, rain, 
rain. On our Return home, we heard beautiful 
music under our windows at th<? Pavilion. The 
waiter, who is a little Mlow but* a great wag, 
said, in his bad English, “ Oh, Sir, I am a very 

large friend of music.” 

• • 

One of the most pleasing characteristics of 
Hamburgh, is the neat little, rosy-faced, fair¬ 
haired soubrette, tripping along the Yungfers- 

tieg, with a basket under her right* arm, co vr- * 

\ 

ed with a handsdhie shawl of glowing colours* 
These enticing damsels look as* happy add as 
coquettish as you can well imagine, and might 

induce many a 'traveller to "pass a few weeks 

* 

in Hamburgh who had time to dedicate to 

• • 

the pursuit of the fair nymphs of the Alster. 
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DWARFS. — THE MILITARY. 


But, alas! no good is unaccompanied by 
evil; hideously deformed dwarfs haunt the 
streets and promenades of the good town, and 
the eye of the observer, after having* rested 
with complacency on the round and well- 

r 

turned form' of the smart soubrettc, reverts 
with horror to the miserable Flibbertigibbets 
which abound in a frightful proportion to the 
whole population. 

Where are he to seek the cause of this 
extraordinary phenomenon ? Is it to be found 
in certain precautions used by the pregnant 
mother to preveut her situation from being 
known ? Or is it to be attributed to the old 
and Egyptian process of swaddling infants like 
so many mummies ? 

Be the cause wliat it may, ^uch frightful 
objects should not be suffered'’to roam at large, 
lest they should act with fatal influence upon 
the conformation of generations yet unborn. 

The military of Hamburgh are, as far as 
respects the mercemuy force, well equipped 
and soldier-like, particularly the regiment of 
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Lancers. Of the Burgher Guard, 1^ cannot 
say much in praise. 

The contingent to the German confederation 
is 1206 men; but"tli<? Free Slate can arm and 
maintain.a much linger force in case of neces¬ 
sity. * 

It is wonderful to see how the city of Ham¬ 
burgh lias recovered from the effects of the 

fraternal embraces of the Grand^Empire, and 

* | 
from the almost total ruin caused*by thi? extor- 

« • 

tionate plunderings of DaVoust* and his worthy 

* 

associates; but such is the mjjgic effect of 

« 

liberty and of free trade. 

« • 

I was a good deal amused to*day by the fu- 
neral cortege of some citizen of consequence. 
The bier was surrounded by men dressed in 
the old Venetian costume of black? with ruffs, 
well-powdered wigs, and swords by'their sides. 

I regret to say that I must jquit Hamburgh 
without seeing.the Schbne Marianna; but. I 
hear she is now rather passee, and I must con¬ 
sole myself for this mortification by gazing 

. • * 

% Su; M. do Bqurrienrie. 
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IIAMBUltQH TO OLDESI.OE. 

ff 

upon the (irst pair of bright eyes which I shall 
meet to-morrow on tfiy route to Kiel. 

t | 

Aug. ^9.—Rain and wind ; we waited until 

one t. M. when we set off for Lubeck by way 

# 

of Oldesloe, haying ascertained that tlje steamer 
did not leave Kiel until* Tuesday, and not'wish¬ 
ing to lose time. From Hamburgh to Oldesloe 

is six and a half German miles, over the most 

1 * ‘ 

dreary couillry gmd execrable yoad imaginable, 
or pavf only to be compared with that from 

* 4 

the Balkan to Constantinople. Would to God 

9 9 

that the King of Denmark were forced to tra- 

4 

vel over it once a year in a Stohl Wagen ! 
We stopped twice on the road to bait; the 
Sell wager or postilion, who was a knowing 
cove, wished us to pay for his schnapps and 

luncheon! -*-he could not catch such old birds 

> 

with chaff/ The, rain fell in' torrents, and the 
• ,, * 
mud* was up to the axletrecs, except when from 

time to time we ran risk of dislocated bones 
« 

, f 

and broken wheels upon the aforesaid pavL 
We reached Oldesloe at a quarter past eight 
r. m. and drove to the Logie Haus, a bathing , 
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establishment, with sulphureous and salt waters. 
The house was swarming -with women; some 
of whom were very pretty. We dined well at 
a Speisa Saal, or rcMamani , in a garden below 
the Logie Haus; the rooms w ; ere fine, and the 

-v # ' ' * 

salle a dancer very handsome; tlie band was 
■ 

above par. We retired to good beds like cribs, 

but with no vermin. Meershaurns, brandy and 

water beguiled the hours until eleven o’clock, 

when we repaired to the said cribs.* 

Aug. 20.—Fine morning. Good breakfast. 

We set off at lialf-past nip#; road horrible. 

Hamburgh and Lubeck offered King Frederic 

to make a chaassee at their own expense, and to 

keep it in repair. King Frederic,’who cares 

nothing about Lubeck but a great deal about 

‘Kiel, answered, “YOU may make the road and 

keep it in repair; provided you pay me the 

revenue obtained from it.” Thp 'distance from 

Oldesloe to Lubeck is three and-a half miles, 

« 

or three and a half hours. Lubeck is a forti¬ 
fied and extremely picturesque old town. The 
costumes are very droll and antiquated. We 
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drove to the Stadt Hamburgh at one o’clock, 
and dined at an -excellent tablc-d’hote; tlie 
landlord and servants were civil. Here we paid 
our passage money fo ^Copenhagen, and three 
dollars and eighty-five i sehellings abgabe to 
the King of'Denmark, for having passed over 
his detestable roads and through his melan¬ 
choly-looking Dutchy of Holstein. I com¬ 
plained of this tax to the natives who were 
gathered about the carriage; one of. them, a 
fat old jolly-looking Lubecker, replied to my 
observation, “ Yis, Sir, it is a most infamous 
tax—a kingly fraudto which he added, that 
if we had gone to Kiel instead of Lubeck we 
should have escaped this extortion, inasmuch 
as the King wishes to encourage Kiel at 
the expense of Lubeck? After dinner, w r e 
took three posters on towards Traavcmunde, 

because the large, Copenhagen steam-boat can- 

& 

not come up the river so far as Lubeck. These 
horses were paid for by the steam company. 
We crossed the Traave in a good stout ferry- 
boat, and reached the pretty little port and 
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town of Traavemunde at five i\ aj* J?retty 

women abound liere, add arc very coquettish. 

• 

This is a sea-bathing place, anti people come 
here frofn the north oTTlcrmany, 

While the engiqe^rs and stokers were em¬ 
ployed on board the Frederic V*I. In getting up 
the steam, we w;erc exciting an interest among 
the fair bathers* and exchanged kisses of the 
hand and wavings of handkerchiefs until the 
last. The fishermen of the Traa^e assume .to 
themselves the privilege of putting your carriage 
on board, for which you miM pay two marks. 
We not understanding why we should -employ 
fishermen for this purpose, desired the steamer’s 
people to do it. Fi&hers resist, and will not 

allow them. We ourselves manhandle the oar- 
• * * 

riage, and roll* it down to the (.may. Fishers 

• . ** 

out-manoeuvre us, by taking*away 'the gang- 

# . *• -* 
boards, which are their property. Here was a 

dilemma: there were no planks iii the stqamcr.* 

► At length the captain offers to pay the two 

marks ; we consent, and fishers triumph. 

• There was only one policeman in Traave- 
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* 

miuide. and he was absent when wanted to 
save ourselves and property from the hands of 
these fishers of men and carriages. The Fre¬ 
deric VI. is a fine vessel, and well fitted, but 

has only two engines of 40, and not two of 80, 

«■ * 

as stated in the programme. The engineers 
were an Englishman and a Scotchman, the for¬ 
mer sulky and uncommunicative, as is common 

V 

with his class and countrymen. The passengers 
were few and ugly. We left Traavemunde at 
seven p. m. Heavy swell, and squally weather. 
We saw a Swedish steamer ashore, close off a 
pretty bathing-house, on the left hand, and near 
a picturesque light-house. All the night there 
was a heavy swell and squally weather, the ship 
not making abov£ four knots. The Channel 
is well lighted. 

Aug. 21. —At* 5 A. M. we were off FaalstCr; 

the land is low and uninviting; heavy swell and 

squalls. At i 1 we were off the island of Moen, 

with its high cliffs and pretty woods. A fat . 

German was parading, with great ceremony, a 
* 

second-hand double-barrelled gun, which had 
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* 

«' 

been altered from flint and steel to piston 
locks. Tlie novelty of such a contrivance, to 

him and his fellow-passengers^ -was quite de- 

« 

lightful* One lockTfffrt going off, was fired by 

stroke of Jiammer ^ by a bystanding engineer. 

Several merchant vessels were brought-to by 
* 

said formidably discharges of artillery, taking 
us for a lqan-of-jvar. I picked the brains of a 
Swedish Vicc-Cousul travellings from Iliga to 

f 

Stockholm, and got a route from* him .to the 

* 

said city, by Helsingburg. We reached Co¬ 
penhagen at 6 f. M. and disembarked about 

6. 30. with the carriage, at a shabby .sort of 
* # 

wooden .quay. The douaniers were civil, but 
absurdly exact, requiring me first, to sign a 
declaration of nulla contrabands, and after¬ 
wards searching, as if I had made no such de¬ 
claration : inference—they wished me to sign 

* 

my name to a lie, arid then convict me. Little 

9 

states are always more punctilious than .great* 
. ones. So are little men and kings: therefore 
the kings of Denmark stick up a large crown 
• upon a column in their arsenal, and he of 
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* 

Wurtemburg does so upon bis palace at 
Stutgard. 

*i^ 

Copenhagen is a most melancholy, deserted- 
looking city, bearing au the marks of a de¬ 
caying nation. We went to the Hotel d’An- 
gletcrre; but 1 cannot say much for the ac¬ 
commodation or service at the .said hotel: the 
waiters are stupid, and “ stuhenmadchen” old 
and ugly. * J I slept ill on a damp and hard bed, 
with bugs. 

Aug. 22. — We lionized the ramparts, which 
are very prptty promenades, and reconnoitred 
the arsenal from “ Greben s Bastcy ” Two line 
of battle ships on the stocks; one repairing; 
three in ordinary ; seven frigates ditto, and one 
ditto on stocks; two corvettes, one of which is 


for the cadet^ school; and one brig,—compose 
the naval'force i:i Copenhagen. None of these 
are ready for sea. 


‘ • We dined at the table-d’hote; the fare was 


bad, and the company ugly, with one exception., 
After dinner we drove two hours and a half 
through execrable roads to the English minis- < 
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ter’s, as we thought. The scenery was ex¬ 
tremely pretty; the Sound was full of vessels 
of all sorts; the coast of Sweden \tfas plear, and 
well defined. We^lmvcd at Mr. Brown’s, in¬ 
stead of Mr. Wynnfc, owing to the asinisrn of 
our courier and coachtnan, neither of whom 

4 

knew the difference between the minister and 

* 

the secretary. # Our reception from Mr. Brown 
was most hospitable, and the ^explanation, on 
our part, rather embarrassing. *We returned 
to town at lOh. 30m/p. AT. tired aifd sleepy. 

i 

Aug. 23. —We visited tho*King’s stables and 

r 

manege, containing 100 coach horses and 50 
saddle ditto; none of them were remarkable, 
except the white stallions ;—the* Kxcliange, 
built by Inigo Jones, which is a fine building; 
* the Palace of JChristianborg, which is a superb 

ft 

and vast pile; and the Frauen,Kirk'with Thor- 

* . 1 C , 

waldsen’s statuary, (or rather casts thereof,) 

which I had seen at Rome in 1828. The 

•» 

King’s pew is pretty, and like an opera box. 
The Lutherans adhere to a little external 

ft ft 

show of papacy, such as crosses and statues, 
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copes and surplices. We walked round the 
ramparts, and saw the position of the Eng¬ 
lish army in* 1807. We visited the Rosenberg 
Palace and gardens: the* former is interesting, 
and the latter not remarkable. The palace con¬ 
tains all the treasures of the crown, together 
with thrones, sceptres, silver lions, &c. &c.; 
and several valuable presents from Venice and 
London. 

Here is likewise a wardrobe, containing the 
costumes of - several kings, with the cravat and 
handkerchief of Christian IV. bespattered with 
blood, from a wound which he received in a 
sea-fight. 

The Royal Library is also here, and is said 
to contain about 150,000 volumes, and 4000 
rare manuscripts. 4 

In the Museum is a mummy, the nose <of 
which is said to have been bitten off by Peter 
the Great.* Quell® bonne bouche! 

Next we mounted Tycho Brahe’s observa¬ 
tory, and saw his bust ’, and then the Scandi- 

* Vide Jones, vol. i. pages 49 and 50. 
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* * 

navian antiquities, which must be.very inte- 
resting to professors 6 f afitiquarianism: many 
of them resemble the Celtic and? Runic remains 

in Irehftid, Scotlancflhd England. There is a 

* 

fine bird’s-eye vieiy from the top of the Round 

m. 

Tower 5 the ascent thereto is tly an inclined 
spiral plane.**. The School of Sculpture and 
Painting, is .creditable. Here we saw casts of 
all our old acquaintances of Greeqp'and Rome, 
particularly the Egina marbles, Parian*Venus, 

0 m * 

and Tfiorwaldsen’s chef d?oeuvre, in bas and 
alto-relief. The old picturesTwera bad enough. 
Tlie Botanical Garden is small, and insismifi- 

cant. In the afternoon we saw the King, driv- 

# 

ing himself in a shabby caliche and pair. In 
the evening I drove to Mr. Wynn’s, at Frei- 

t 

deric’s Thai, bne hour and half, over horrid 

• ^ 

roads. The country was at times very pretty. 
I saw a review of* two regiments of infantry, 
clothed in red, who reminded me very jnu^ll 

of our own volunteers. My reception by Mr, 

* * 

* Peter the Great is said to "have driven up this spiral in 
his carriage / It must have been a wheelbarrow. 

C 2 
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Wynn r was very kind and flattering. In his 

grounds are two remarkable lakes, close to 

€ 

each other, one'blue, and the other yellow. I 
returned to town at 10 pTm. 

Remarks. —-The Dane§ cannot man above 

v • 

one-third of then*fleet since the loss of the Nor¬ 
wegian seamen. The maritime "population is 
enrolled for marine service; the territorial for 
the military. The land force about 15,000; 


militia very clownish and ill equipped, and 
30,000 troops of the line. The sea force in ac¬ 
tivity consists of three frigates, two corvettes, 
(whereof one of the cadet school.) one brig on 
the Elbe, and one of!* Elsinore. The dockyard 
is not to be seen by English officers without 
a special permission from the King, which is 
not worth iny asking for, particularly as I have 

reconnoitred theit ships. There are storehouses 

* 

for each vessel, ^obtaining all her equipment; 
the sailors are barracked, as well as their fa- 
milies, near the gates towards Elsinore. The 

system of marine is a sort of model, and prac- 

* 

tice alone is wanted. 

Of 13,000 vessels which passed through the 
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Sound last year, three-fifths were •English, or 

equipped by English ‘ capital. The Danes can- 

• * 

not, I should think,, long defetfd their national 
existence, but must trust to their comparative 
insignificance fou Safety, I am surprised at 
the 'folly of building so many ships of war, 
which only excite the cupidity of Russia, Swe¬ 
den, and France. 

Denmark should trust more to a flotilla to 

* 

defend her numerous islands and narrow seas, 

* # * 

in which great fleets cannot act. 

I insert here a memoir* relative to the mode 
of manning the 

y '’V 1 

THE REGULATION FOR MANNING THE RQYAL 

i 

DANISH NAVY, WHICH IS FORMED IN TWO 
DIVISIONS* 

1st. The Regular Armament , or standing 

force, which is kept in constant pay. 

• . 

2nd. The Enrolled Forces, only paid when 
in service. 

* Observe, that I am not responsible for th£ Foreign idioms 
in this memoir, as 1 did not translate it. 


JDanish ships-of-war. 
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1 

Tlie flegular Armament consists of two divi¬ 
sions, each of which is subdivided into six com- 

* 

panics: they reside in a particular part of Co¬ 
penhagen, called Nyeboeder, in royal barracks, 
and form a small republic, governed by a com- 

■ r 

mandant, who is £i post captain in the navy, and 
who at the same time acts as a magistrate in 
his district. Each man has a rentpfree house, 
clothes, provisions, and a stipulated pay. In 
this regular a’rmament are included all the me- 
ehanics and workmen necessary for the Royal 

1 

Dockyard at Copenhagen, such as black¬ 
smiths, sailmakers, ropemakers, block makers, 
turners, joiners and carvers, coopers, ship car¬ 
penters, and caulkers, &c. who not only work 
constantly in the dockyard, but who are 
drafted into the ships when wanted. Resides 

these, two companies out of the twelve consist 
* • 
of persons who are brought up to act as petty 

officers: they advance gradually from boys, 

up to the highest degree in their class: thus 

j p 

one of these companies is formed of sailors, the 
other of gunners’ crew, or artillerymen. From 
the first the navy is furnished with, boatswains, 
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boatswains* filates, quartermasters, topmen, &c.; 
and from the other,* with gunners, gunners* 
mates, and sometimes with navy hrtijlery lieu- 
tenants. These ar^ ^cept at sea as much as 
possible > but wl^en at home they attend in 
schools purposely erected in the* Royal Dock¬ 
yard, where they are instructed in every qualifi¬ 
cation necessary to make a warrant-officer and 
book-keeper. 

In time of war they are dispersed in, various 
ships and gunboats, in‘order to ‘exercise and 
instruct the less practised eufblle4 meii. There 

is also among the twelve companies, one con- 

• « 

sisting of volunteers who enter His Majesty’s 

« ^ 

service: these are obliged to serve a certain 
number of years, during which period they re¬ 
ceive provisions, have a free house, pay and * 
dothes. 

All the men belonging *ta tins naval # esta- 
blishment enjoy the privilege of having their 
children, of both sexes, gratuitously educated in 
schools efeeted in Nyeboedev, which His Ma¬ 
jesty annually visits and inspects; but of the 
boys, most, of course, enter His‘Majesty’s ser- 
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u V 

vice after having finished their education. The 
girls are broughf up in industry and morality, 
until they are confirmed, when they leave the 
school, fit to enter as servants in any house 
in Copenhagen. 

Each company is commanded by a post cap¬ 
tain in the navy, under whonj the junior 
navy officers, when at home, perform those ser¬ 
vices necessary to preserve discipline: they ar& 
to inspect the sailors’ houses, and take care 
that they keep their apartments clean and well- 
aired ; they are likewise present when the men 
receive their wages and provisions. Each divi¬ 
sion consists of six companies, and is com¬ 
manded by one of the senior commodores in 
the navy. 

The number of men at present in the regular 
armament amounts to 2700. if a sailor wishes 
to volunteer into the service, he is obliged 

i 

to, serve six years ; at the conclusion of these 
he can re-enter for six more, and thur^^on- 
tinue as long as his service is required. The 

c 

moment a volunteer is admitted into the ser¬ 
vice he partakes of the privileges allowed to 
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the regular establishment, anu receives the 
pay allotted for the class of which he becorhes 

t 

a member. 

PAYMENT OF ABLE SEAMAN IN THE 

i*' 

REGULAR ESTABLISHMENT. 

f 

On shore.—Annual pay, forty-eight rix dol¬ 
lars silver. Provisions for twenty-eight days : 
rye, two^ and % a half bushels; salt beef, five 
ppunds; salt pprk, eight pounds**, grain and 

' . ■ t c 

peas, two-thirds of a bushel; -butter, four 
pounds. A small rent-free hous6 containing 
two rooms and kitchen. 

On board, or at sea.—Annual pay sixty rix 

• « 

dollars silver. The allowance of provision on 

A 

board; if married, their wives receive half the 
lot of shore provisions, in their absence; and, 
if five children, half a lot of rye f more than 
five children, a lot of rye extra. 

One jacket, one‘waistcoat* one pair trowsers, 

c 

every third year; one hat, one working jacket 
ancbtrpwsers, every, second year; one pair of 
shoes, one shirt, one pair of stockings, every 
half year. This clothing they receive whether 
on shore or on board. 


i 
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An able # seaman’s pay on shore is calculated 
to cost his Majesty the Sum of 101 rix dollars, 
14 schell yigs* pe» annum. 

The mechanics or worfehen are divided into 
classes, according to their 'abilities, and receive 
the same emoluments as the former, but* con- 
siderably more pay, according to t the work they 
are able to undertake. 

After a servitude of twenty-five years with¬ 
out ever having been punished by any court 
of jurisdiction, every man is entitled,, to the 
reward held qut fen* so long and faithful a ser¬ 
vice, and which consists in a small silver medal, 

r • 

with the motto, “ For twenty-five years’ faith¬ 
ful service,” to be carried by a scarlet riband, 
with a white cross, in one of the buttonholes, 
and attended with an annual pension of ten 
dollars silver, payable on the *29th of January, 

the day of the. institution! This distinction 

* 

is .highly valu’ed by the men, as a token of his 
Majesty’s, and of their superiors’ satisfaction. 

At the expiration of ‘thirty-five years, every 
man is entitled to enter on the list of pen¬ 
sioners. In case of being crippled in King’s 
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■* ' 

service, he has the privilege of retiring as a 
pensioner. These receive the same emolu- 
ments as before, with the exception of the pay, 
which h smallerbuf they perform no manner 
of duty. * 

It ‘ is regarded as the severest punishment 
which can bofall a man or his family, to be 
discharged jjls unworthy of serving in his Ma¬ 
jesty’s navy; and, on the otber t hand, consi¬ 
dered a great favour to enter into or serve in 

0 f 

f « 

this establishment on the above-mentioned 
terms. 

After having given a short description of 

the Regular Forces, which is the. smallest but 

w #> 

most important source for manning the Da¬ 
nish fleet, it will be necessary briefly to detail 
the manner iti which the Enrolled* Forces are 
raised. 

* * 0 t 

The King of Denmark's* dominions chiefly 
consisting of islands, there exists an infinite 

V H 

number of families who get their living by the 
sea. In order, therefore, to regulate and qdii- 
duct the management in the most just and 
legal iili&icr, the whole of Denmark is divided 
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into Navy Districts and Army Districts . The 
natives of Denmark are bound to serve their 
King and country, whenever their services may 
be required: they must tBe^leave^their home 
and families to join those standards,, to which 
they belong, either in the fleet or in the army. 
With such principles they are .reared, and in 
such a way of thinking they are bred. They 

consider this njethod of raising men as just, 

* 

and ane convinced that the strictest order is 
kept up with regard to being called out by 
rotation, and, receive the order to join without 
a murmur. 

4 • 

The following inhabitants of Denmark are 

* 

liable to serve in the fleet:— 

1 st. Every native of Denmark born in a 
naval district. 

4 

2 nd. Every native, either living in towns or 
on the coast, who gets his living by the sea, as 

Sailor or fisherman. 

% 

3rd. All boys born after their fathers’ enrol¬ 
ment on the navy rolls. • 

As all towns and villages, as well as every 
piece of land, are placed under one of the above- 
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mentioned districts, it becomes am easy task to 

keep the strictest registry of every male in the 

* * . 

district. The Admiralty has sftftionedrjn every 

town tliroughout the kingdom, civil officers, to 

» 

keep a register of *those men belonging to. their 

* • • ^ 

districts, from the moment of their birth until 
their death. 

In the capitals of each district arc placed 
naval officers, whose duty it is to*watch over 

the accuracy of the rqlls or register. 

• • 

From the age of sixteen till thirty-six, every 
man is in duty bound to serve on board the 
fleet when # ordered, (if belonging to a naval 
district.) If they, after the expiration of this 
time, should alter their way of living as sailors, 
and provide for themselves and families by any 
other trade, they are erased from the navy 
rolls. If they continue as seafaring men, they 
keep their nujnber on the* register till their 
fiftieth year. 

From thirty-six years to fifty they are only 
called out to serve in case of a greater num6er 
of* men being wanted from the district; but 
after having attained their fiftieth year, they 
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are only obliged to serve in time of public 
emergency. 


In eaqh bfcval"district are kept three rolls:— 
1st. Called the Head' Register, containing 
the name, abode, situation,-and age.of every 
man, from his 'sixteenth to his thirty-sixth 


year. 

2nd. Called the Reserve Register, containing 
the name, abode, situation, and age of every 
man, from thirty-six to fifty years. 

3rd. Called the Extraordinary Register, con¬ 
taining the residence, &c. of those above fifty 


years. 

As soon as a man in the head register has 
served on board his Majesty’s ships in eight 
expeditions, (a voyage out of Europe of more 
than one year is reckoned for two,) he is en¬ 
titled to be entered in the register of reserve. 

* 

The men are raied according to their abili¬ 
ties, the recommendations they have received 
from their respective captains, the number of 
expeditions they have made in his Majesty’s 
ships, and the number of voyages they have 
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sailed in merchant vessels, either as quartermas¬ 
ters, able or ordinary seamen, and they receive 
the stipulated pay on board agreeably- to their 
class. When the enrolled men at the Sessions 

are appointed to serve in the fleet, their wages 

, * 

and victuals commence‘from the day of their 
appointment. *They are conveyed, free of ex¬ 
pense, to ,the pert where they are to join their 
ships, where they receive a sum^ of money to 
assist them in buying clothes, payable accord- 

p 

ing to the length of the voyage, and to the 
class in which they are rated? - " On board the 
ships they receive the stipulated pay and pro¬ 
visions. 

t 

m- 

The enrolled forces in the naval districts 

have, as citizens or burghers when’ at home, 

more privileges than the other inhabitants, and 

Pi * 

are* exempt from several taxes. Among the 
rest are specified in* the statutes the following 
most important . 

1 st. They are exempt from capitation taxes. 
2 nd. Those that reside in towns are exempt 
from the services required of other inhabitants. 
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3rd. They receive two or three rix dollars 

* ' ^ 

(silver) annually, instead of being, as formerly, 
exempt from excise duties. 

4th. When not occupied on board ships, but 
maintaining themselves and ( families, on shore, 

f 

they arc allowed to work in any trade they 
please, without being affected by the corporation 
laws . If the wife, during the absence of the, 
husband, continues the samp trade, she has 
only to pay half the revenue or income taxes. 

In case of wounds or maiming in his Ma¬ 
jesty’s service, by w T hich a man is rendered an 
invalid during his life, he is not only preferred 
to be supported by the poor’s rate in his parish, 
but receives a monthly supply from the Ad¬ 
miralty by a private fund, agreeably to the 
state of his infirmity; and finally, every man 
is encouraged by the hope of his royal master’s 
paternal care, &c. ^ 

‘ . As every man is thus prepared, from his six¬ 
teenth year, to serve in his Majesty’s ships, 
there is no bounty. 

The contents of the rolls are annually pre- 
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sented to the Admiralty for their # inspection, 

by the respective officers stationed in the dif- 

*■ 

ferent districts, containing the* increase or de- 
crease, *how many men are on leave of absence 

to serve jn merchant ships, and how many are 

* 

absent in foreign countries. 

The Enrolled Forces throughout the king¬ 
dom of Denmark consist of, 

In Denmark, 

The whole number enrolled*in three registers, 43,700 

t | ^ 

Of these {ire only liable to be called out . . 8,014 

„<«► ‘ 

In the dukedom of Sleswig,— * 

The whole number enrolled in three registers, liJ, 159 
Of which arc only liable to be called out . . . 3,020 

In the dukedom of Holstein,— 

'Hie whole number enrolled in three registers,* 3,748 

Of which are only, liable to be called out # , 900 

• —— 
Total amoun^ . r . . 12,534 

“■ l «k 

Ill this number are included all masters and 

9 

mates in the merchant service, as well a ; s their 

r 

sons; those with leave of absence in merchant 
ships, and those absent in foreign countries. • 

To man the national ships in the present 

\ 

VOL. I. D 
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year on tjieir destined stations, are required 
421 men, exclusive- of L officers and marines, 
which are completed from the regular forces. 
During the year 1812, in the last war, the 

number of men commandec^ in the gun-boats 

* , 

in Denmark and-Holstein, exclusive of officers 
and marines, amounted to 4917 men. 

JOURNAL CONTINUED. 

. * 

1 

Aug. 24.—I wrote letters to England, and 
received a visit from Mr. Brown. We went 
to see the pictures in the Christianborg Palace. 
There arc some good Italian and Dutch paint¬ 
ings; a Titian's Venus and Daniie, an Oliver 
Cromwell placed above Charles, Henrietta, and 
the Duchess of York. In the evening we stroll¬ 
ed in the llosenberg Garden, but saw no beau¬ 
ties, and Went home disappointed. The courier 

t .* * 

gives trouble, and talks of quitting us, because 
he is not allowed to pay our bills, &c. The 

ungrateful fellow was starving at Hamburgh, 

\ 

and received 4/. in advance; therefore he now 
wishes to throw us over. (Moral:—never con- 
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fer a benefit upon a man, unless you want to 
make an irreconcilable enemy of hiip.) 

Aug. 25.—I transacted money matters with 
bankers and Jews, and paid the bills, which 
seemed *to be very high. Copenhagen is as 
deaf, but not one-hundredth part so agreeable 
as London. The conduct of our courier was so 

outrageous «and impertinent, that we thought it 

* 

better to leave 'him here, and* engage a Dane, 
highly recommended^ at four rix* dollars Swed¬ 
ish per.diem, (equal to 4.9. English,) apd to pay 
him for the expenses of his return sixty rix 
dollars. \Ve loft Copenhagen (as we hope 
never to return to it) at lialf*pa$t three, and 
drove through mud and rain to Mr, Wynn’s 
to dine and sleep. Frederic’s Thai might be 
pretty. It is one hour and • three quarters’ 

% ^ 9 * 

drive, from the capital. Here .we met some 
of the corps diplomatique, and* passed the even- 

i. • ■ 

ing very agreeably, quite enfamiUe . 

Aug. 26.—In the morning we sailed upon 
the lakes, and saw some very pretty views. At 
one we drove through mud an*J ruts to Mr. 

d 2 
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Brown’s, upon the banks of the Sound. The 

* 4 

roads were s abominable. We think of cutting 
Elsinore, and sailing directly across the Sound 
to Ilelsingborg to-morrow morning. I learn 

c. 

that the Danes are more highly taxed than 

• 

the English ! God help them ! fifty per cent, 
upon mobilier et fonder , six per cent, upon 
property, and excise of all sorts in Copen¬ 
hagen excessively high, even upon meat and 
bread. Financial reforms seem to have achiev¬ 
ed the ruin of Denmark; and the national 

»i« 

bank has become rich at the expense of half 
the property of the whole nation. The despot¬ 
ism of Frederic VI., in other matters little felt, 
has thus pressed severely upon the energies of 
an already falling nation. She is now lost, be¬ 
yond redemption; and must become the pro¬ 
vince of Prussia or France at the breaking out 

f- 

of the first European war. 
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CHAPTER II. • 


Elsinore.—Tax on # passing the Sound.—Helsingborg.—Post- 

ing_Horses.—Route from Helsingborg to Ljungby.— 

Churches.'—From* Ljungby to Barn&rp.—Inhospitality of 
the Swedes.—Jonkopingj—The country thinly peopled.— 
Route from Jonkoping to LiTikoping.—Ci?nal*uniting the 
Ivortli and Baltic Seas.—History its formation.—Nor- 
koping.—Country from Norkoping to £?vardsbro.—Route 
to Stockholm.—rjjival there.—General Remarks. 


Aug. 27.—The morning was helvenly. We 
embarked ourselves and carriage in a?boat a little 
below Mr. Brown’s; our passage-money across 
the Sound was*ten rix dotyars. 'We passed 

close in to Elsinore, and rQcqnrioitred the* old 

* 

palace of Cronberg, once the ‘prison of the 
Princess Matilda; imagined we saw Hamlet’s 
garden, (which was just as well as if we fyad 
walked iu it,) and admired two large Russian 
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frigates and a brig of war lying in the roads. 

Denmark has only one small corvette here, to 

collect the dues, .for passing the Sound. It is 

strange that Europe should still submit to this 

tax upon her commerce from a nation that 

could not enforce it if resisted.* 

Elsinore is a picturesque-looking place from 

the sea, but I believe abominable in itself. 

We reached Helsinborg about 12!. 30. being 

an hour and a quarter from our starting-place. 

? 

Here we had to wait upon a miserable pier for 
half an hour, until some people came to help 
us to get our carriage on shore. I never saw 
any thing yet .equal to the laziness of these 
Swedes; they seemed to be as stupid as the 
Danes, and twice as indolent. At length we 
succeeded in disembarking the carriage, and 
then were/most rigorously visited by the dou- 
aniers, who examined even our cocked liat- 
boxes. We paid here a tax of 30 dollars banco 
upon our carriage, to be returned upon quit- 

* The principle of* the Mare clausum is thus fully re¬ 
cognised. 
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ting Sweden. We then went to a flirty-look¬ 
ing inn, kept by M: Mblberg, an old sailor, 
but a great cheat, in a sort of square. Here 
we baked, and unstowed the baggage for its 
final arrangement/of the journey to Stockholm. 

We called on the ccftnmandant of the place, 
but did not find him at home. In the evening 
we strolled^ o^er the little poor town; it re¬ 
minded me of Turkey: its wooden houses are 
painted red; the pavement is bad; dirt and 
poverty abound; but we* saw prett*y women in 
all the houses. The bright moon tempted us 

to walk cn the shore: the view of Elsinore 

* * 

and the Sound was enchanting. • 

Aug. 28 . — The weather was threatening. 
We were dreadfully cheated by old Molberg; 
we paid a hundred and twenty-four rix dol¬ 
lars twenty-eight gchellings *for Swedish bar- 
ness, and shafts for our carriage. In Sweden 
it is necessary to send an avant-courier * called 
“ Forebiid,” six hours in advance, to bespeak 
horses for you, for at the post-ljouses they 
have no beasts, (excepting the post-master.) 
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The cattle belong to the farmers, who arc 
obliged to furnish them upon a requisition 

from the post-master, at a fixed price, namely, 

' '» 

twenty-four rix sehellings (six pence three 
farthings English) per hotfse per Swedish mile, 
equal to six or seven English. The Trinkgelt 
to the postilion is eight sehellings banco, or 
twelve sehellings rix, (three-pence English,) for 
every station. The Forebud is paid twenty 
four sehellings rix every Swedish mile ; but this 
includes his*horse. Tims posting in Sweden is 

v p_ m 

cheaper than in any other country in Europe, 
except ltussia; but it is at the same time 
most inconvenient. 

We left Ilelsingborg at seven in the morning, 
with three horses, and had not driven very 
far before we discovered that Jonas Rosenberg, 
our Danish courier, who drove us, had left the 

pole of the carriage behind— NHmporte. The 

* 

country, as far as Astorp, (two miles,) was very 
pretty and open ; the roads excellent. 

'At Osterljungby (one mile) it began to rain, 
and the roads were cut up and bad enough. 
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« > 

The country, as far as Orkeljunga # (one mile 
and three quarters) is heathy and boggy, with 
now and then coppice and underwood. Here 
it rained heavily, and there were no horses 
ready. We next,cafne to beautiful forests of 
birch, beech, and oak, interspersed with charm¬ 
ing lakes, and slopes, and dales, and hills, which 
continued fdr as Fagerslialt, (one mile and 
three quarters.) .Here we found ncr horses, and 
were detained half an hour until they came 
trotting, in from the woods, conducted by a 
country fellow. 

The Swedish horses arc nice little punchy 

ponies, extremely fat and tractable, and with 

surprising strength and speed for their size. 

Our harness is made of rope traces, leather 

breeching, and wooden collars of harnes, which 

op’en at the botton*; and these are first put 

round the horse’s neck, wliitlr is then backed 

into his place, and the rest of his gear is thrown 

over him, the traces being never taken off the 

* 

spreaders. 

It rained in torrents all the way, through 
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heavy roads, but fine scenery, as far as Marka- 
ryd (one mile and a half); between which place 
and Traberyd (two miles) we had the beautiful 
river Larvah on our left hand. At Trahe- 
ryd we were detained for l)orses. The coun¬ 
try as far as Hammeda (one mile and a half) is 
more open: here we were detained an hour, 
after which the roads became. detestable, and 
the country poor and bleak. , 

Jonas Rooenbcrg, who was very wet, and 
very full of schnapps, had a prodigious fracas 
with the postilibii, about overdriving his horses. 
We, although excessively tired, for it was now 
midnight, laughed to such a degree at their 
dispute, that we brought them both into good 
humour with each other. Jonas was so drunk 
that he lost his whip, and in his descent from 
the driving-box to look fpr it, made the most 

4 

elaborate “ summerset” that Astley’s ever wit¬ 
nessed. We reached Ljungby (one mile and a 
half) at two in the morning, and found better 
accommodation than we expected at a Swedish 
country inn. We supped upon eggs, ham, roast 
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kid, and with two bottles of very good claret 
washed it down. The beds were not of so in¬ 
viting a description as to induce *us .to trust 
ourselves, between damp sheets and dirty mat¬ 
tresses, so we slept in our drawers, night-gowns, 
and cloaks. 

Remarks.— The Swedes do not understand 
German or Frclich ; it is best to talk broken 


English to them. The country* of to-day 

* • • 

wants population. It is genera % fine, and 
would yield good return fo husbandhncn. Po- 

s 

tatoes, corn, hemp, flax, wood* $ce. abound. 

The peasants’ houses are of wood, painted red, 

* * 

very Turkish, excepting that tha windows are 
w r ell glazed. The people are poor/ but well 
fed, clothed, and housed; they are apparently 
happy, but stupid, dull, and proud, though 

• »i -> * 

civil. 


y J> t 


Aug. 29-—We set off at .nine o’clock for 

* 

Dorarp (two miles). The country is full of- 


. lakes and woods: it rained in torrents. 

At Pan no (one mile and a half) we came to 
•swamps and bogs, with plenty of peat. By 
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and by we came to lake and forest scenery, 
very beautiful indeed. 

At Wartfamo (one mile) is a droll old church, 
with a wooden belfry apart, supported upon 
highly ornamented shores, all being painted 
red. This i& the characteristic of the churches 
we have hitherto seen. ^ 

The men were lounging abcut in long blue 
cloaks, and longer yellow hair. The few wo¬ 
men we saw were as ugly as devils. 

Here are some iron-works, from a mine in 
the neighbourhood. 

Klcfshult (two miles) is a wretched, bleak, 

« » 

and black place, all splash, and marsh, and 
filth. Here we were detained for horses an 
hour. 

Forests of firs extend all the way to Skilling- 
aryd (one mile) \ here we waited half an lrour 
for cattle. The mext post, Byarum (one mile 
and a quarter). We reached Barnarp (two 

4 - 

miles) at 11. 15. p. m. and found the inn tolera¬ 
ble, but no claret. 

Remarks. —The country of to-day is not so 
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flourishing as that of yesterday. The inhospi- 

9 

tality of the Swedes is surprising. Here, when 
the traveller arrives at post-house or irtn, is no 
smiling tellner, or pretty kellnerinn, to invite 
him to eifter, or t<5 offer refreshment of *any 
sort. The Swedes keep aloof,’wrapped up in 
stupidity, pridej*poverty, and indolence. The 
country might he cleared, and drained, and 
peopled.. The wifnt of capital is*<wi3ent. 

Do not forget the curious-looking May-poles 
which everywhere meet the eye in Sweden, 
fantastically ornamented.—Johannes tide. 

Aug. 30.—iWe luft Barnarp at 7. 30. a.m. and 
reached Jonkoping (one mile) at 8. 30. This 
is a pretty and flourishing town, beautifully 

v 

situated between two lakes, the larger of which, 

the Wetter, is like a great blue sea, and is 

« ^ 

ninety miles long * and twenty-four broad. 
There are some old works round Jonkoping, 

9 * 

which are, however, commanded by the lmls to 
* the westward. The .country beyond the town 
is lovely, and resembles Switzerland and North 
Wales, full of coni, wood, and^ prosperity. 
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Why should not Wilmot Horton negotiate 
with Charles John to receive colonics of Irish 
and English*“agriculturists in this fine but 
thinly-peopled country ? Here nature would 
bountifully repay the efforts of man, and here 
is abundant material for human enjoyment and 
prosperity. 

To Raby (two miles) the 'Weather was su¬ 
perb, the roads excellent, and the country like 
the finest parts of Styria and Carinthia. To 
Grenna (one mile and three quarters), the 

•w.. 

country is pretty, and civilized, and hilly. 

Beyond Grenna is the ruin of an old cha¬ 
teau upon the heights, which was burnt down 
by some Russian prisoners of war who were 
confined there in the war of 1808. The road 
runs from J/mkoping onwards by the side 

f i* 

of the lake Wetter, and you have the Island 
of Wissingogo close to you., The scenery is 
superb. To Halkaberg (one mile and a quar¬ 
ter), the country is hilly. To Osjo (one mile 
dnd a half), the country is poor, the roads good, 
but hilly. To Ostadt (one mile and three- 
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quarters), the country more open, poorer, and 

not pretty. At Mjolby (one mile and a quar- 

0 . 

ter) we were detained half an litfur for* liorses. 

. • 

At Bankeberg (two miles) the country was 
* bleak and Qpld. Wc Reached Linkoping* (one 
mile) at 11. 30. r. m. It is a large town, with 
’a bad inn, full of # fleas and vermin ; the people 
were unciyil ,anh inhospitable. Fortunately 
we had stores of tea, sugar, brandy, “bread, and 

Hamburgh sausage, so ye laughed at them. 

* • * 

There \yas no venturing into bed, as indeed 

has been the case heretofore. 

Aim. 31.—Wc left our miserable inn at seven 

& • • 

o’clock, and drove through a pretty open coun¬ 
try until Kumla, (one mile,) shortly after leav- 
■ • 
ing which little hamlet we came to the canal 

which unites the Great North Sica with the 

Baltic, from Gottebarg across the Lakes tp 

Soderkdping. Tips, although *a ’great national 

# b * 
* Between Jbnkoping and Link oping, we saw houses in 

which certain soldiers of the provincial regiments were quar¬ 
tered at the expense of the farmers. Each of these houses* 
Jpis a little garden and field, which the soldiers are obliged 
to cultivate, and thus maintain themselves. 
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work, arj,d apparently well executed, had only 
one small sloop upon it when we crossed it. I 
am of opinion that it is too narrow for large 
vessels to navigate it; but on the immense 
inland sea of the Wetter we did not see a 

r 

single sail, although it is said to be extremely 
deep. 

I regret that the route which,, I had traced 
out for mysolf, and the necessity I am under of 
reaching Petersburgh er»e the winter shall set in, 
prevents me from visiting and inspecting this 
wonderful work, which, by uniting the North 
and the Baltic Seas, saves ^to Sweden the one¬ 
rous and dangerous navigation of the Sound, 
under the guns of her neighbour and natural 
enemy Denmark. 

It is easy, to comprehend the value of this 
great national undertaking to Sweden, who is 
now mistress of all the ports upon the coast of 
Norway, and, by means of this canal, connects 
them with those upon the indented shores 
of the Baltic, and the Gulfs o£ t Bothnia and 

* y y- 

■* <• 

Finland. 
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The geographical position of the great lakes 

Wenern and Wetter tends to facilitate vastly 

this gigantic undertaking, which # liad indeed 

been suggested three centuries ago, during the 

dreadful ^yars between Denmark,and Sweden. 

* • 

*Johan Brask, Bishopr of Lmkoping, seeing 
that the fleets of Denmark completely cut off’ 
the foreign tradi of Sweden by occupying the 
Sound in superior force, first, proposed this 
measure; but the fajal cireumst£fnces «f the 
times prevented its accomplishment. 

Charles XII. (although no man had done 
so much to injure his country by his mad 
foreign wars as he had done,) saw the necessity 
of executing the project, and empowered Pol- 
lielm, the greatest engineer of that day, to 
commence the work. 

But the death of .this romafitie monarch at 

Fredericshall brought with it a new train of 

circumstances, and the project was abandoned 

. until the year 1750, when it was again at- 

« 

. . • 

* I have extracted the following description" of the canal 

"from the pages of Mr. Meredith and Captain Jones. 

VOL. I. E 
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tempted by Widman, who laboured incessantly 

at a prodigious mole, thrown up to facilitate 

the cutting bf the lock of Ekebiad. This mole 

was two hundred and forty-six feet long, by 

thirty high, and extended from the Island of 

Malgan to the Continent. 

Widman likewise finished another mole in 

1755 at Flottborg; but this work, the most 

difficult of was destroyed by the malice of 

Ills enemies,* who, by throwing into the river 

above the Falls of Troll hcetta several hundred 

large planks., and logs of wood, upon a stormy 

night of September, so battered the mole and 

raised the waters, that it gave way, and with it 

perished several workmen. 

Widman died of a broken heart. In 1757 

a new project was begun by Thunberg, but 

this did not long proceed. It was, however, 
% 

revived by the Ex-King, Gustavus IV. and the 

iM. 

‘Regent, who accompanied him upon his tour 
through Sweden. These exalted personages 
resolved upon reviving the plans of Thunberg. 
The Canal of Trollhoetta proceeded, and the 
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expense was defrayed by voluntary* subscrip¬ 
tions, which, in a very short space of time, 
amounted to 65,000 rix-dollars, raised in Stock- 
holm, Gfttheborg, and Christinehamn, under 
the inspection of M*. Nordwall. ; 

On the 1st of August 1800* the first vessel 
passed TrollhceKa; and thus was accomplished, 
says M. Low^grJn, in six years, what a century 
and a half had hitherto been unabCTf o achieve. 

The whole expense ^mounted to '358,986 rix 

• * 

dollars, tljc canal being one mile and a quarter 

^ * 

(Swedish) in length, passing two lakes, having 
eight locks, of a hundred and twenty feet in 
length, twenty-two in breadth, and fourteen 
feet below the level of each other, making a 
total difference of a hundred and twelve feet of 
leveL The whole is blown out .of and exca¬ 
vated in the solid rocl^. 

* • * 

By means of this canal, and*the river Gotha 
which enters the lake of Wenern ne'ar Weiners-. ’ 
borg, this lake Wenern is united with the Cat- 
tegat near Gotheberg. 

• The next difficulty to be overcome was the 

E 2 
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communication between the lakes Wenern and 
Wettern; this was effected by Count de 
Platen, and opened with great pomp in 1822, 
by Charles XIV. 

L'ast of all;comes the Canal of Ostrogotha, 
which completes the* communication of the 
Wettern with the Baltic. This canal runs 
from Varviken, or the eastern ,shore of the 
Wettern, to *the small lake of Boren, and this 
again is connected with the lake Roxen by a 
canal running parallel with the river Motala. 
It now runs into the gulf of Slatbaken near 
Soderkoping, in Ostrogotha, which communi¬ 
cates in its turn with the Baltic in 58° 25' 
north latitude.* 

* Captain Jones, in his valuable book upon Sweden and 
Russia, gives the following anecdote respecting the Gotha 
Canal, (page 124, \ ol. I.) 

t 

“ A Swedish Major, wishing to erect some mills, and not 
being sufficiently acquainted with the combination of wheels, 
■detei mined upon a trip to Edinburgh, and upon landing at 

Leith accidentally got into conversation with Mr. T-, who 

# was just starting upon an inspection of the Caledonian Canal, 
which interesting the Swede, he offered him a seat in his 
carriage, and thus an intimacy commenced. 
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At Brink (one mile and a quarter) we had 

fine weather and a beautiful country; a lake on 

our left hand, and a fine graffshaft on our right, 

belonging to Count Piper. (Query—a relative 

of the celebrated Piper of Charles XII. ?) • 

• * 

At Norkoping (one mile add a quarter) arc 
iron-works, the; mill-wlieels turned by a water¬ 
fall. Here is a custom-house; but a rix dollar 
slipped into the hand of a douaiSer, slipped us 

“ Some years afterwards the. Major was callffd upon to 
strike theJiric of this canal, but being diffident of his ability, 
he strongly recommended the employment «f his friend Mr. 
T-. Overtures were made, and Mr. T- - twice came 

to Sweden, firsd in 18^0 and again in 1813, when he put 

* 

every thing in train, and sent out overseers, jjince which he 
has not returned, but Count Platen lias been in constant cor¬ 
respondence with him, and nothing has been tlone without 
his advice. 

When Mr. T- had completed all the plans, and was 

abotit to quit the country*the Swedish government inquired 

• • • * 

if he would prefer an hofiorary to a $>et;uniary reward, as, if 
he did, the King would invest him with the.Order of Vasa. , 

“ Mr. T- replied, that he was .a civilian, and money 

was wliat he worked for; they therefore gave him a thou- 
sand pounds, and when they sometime afterwards distributed 
honorary rewards to the Swedes employed on the canal, they 
were obliged to include him in the highest order, as without 
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through his clutches. Here is navigation, a 
pretty, flourishing-looking town, a good inn 
with the first pretty kellnerinns we had seen, 
and a steam-boat to Stockholm twice a week. 
To St. Aby (three quarters of a mile), the coun¬ 
try is pretty, with lakes and wood. To Kro- 
kek (one mile and a half), woody and hilly. 
To Vretah (one mile and a quarter), the coun¬ 
try is woohy and hilly; the ‘roads are superb, 
‘ 1 

his assistance,nothing could have been done.’' And he con¬ 
tinues, “ The undertaking is certainly great, fc v although 
there is only a difference of one hundred and sixty-two feet 
in the level, yet it has to be mostly cut through rock; in 
the space of nine miles there are nineteen leeks one hundred 
and twenty feet by twenty-five and a half, with ten feet fall. 
The depth of the water throughout the canal is ten feet: 
the gates c f the locks are of cast iron. The first pair came 
from England; and it is only with the greatest difficulty 
they have been aide to cast others in Sweden, although the 

country produces the finest iron in the world. Nor without 
1 » 4 m 
the assistance of the Scotch engineers could the plans have 

< been carried into effect; this they have the candour to ac- 

knowledge.—The cost of labour is very trifling, because it 

is entirely performed by the military, &c. 

* “ The sum voted annually by the Diet for the completion 

of this great national work, together with the fortress of 

Wanas, upon the Wet tern lake, was 560,000 rix dollars.” 
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like gravel-walks through gentlemen's parks.* 
To Jader (one mile and one-eighth), the coun¬ 
try is wild and bleak. Nykofting (one mile 

• • 

and three quarters) is a pretty place, with 
pretty faces : here we were detained for horses 
one hour. 

Wc reacheck # Svardsbro (two miles and a 
quarter) at So. The country between it 
and Nykoping is woody and hilly?* The wea¬ 
ther was cold and fro^fy, the wind* north-west, 

• • 

with a fine moon. The inn at Svardsbro was 

9 

bad enough: the bed-rooms were «at each end 

of a sort of great barn; the fare very indif- 

• • 

ferent, with no claret. The beds were unin- 
viting, with plenty of fleas. 

Remarks.— The country of to-day ought 
be extremely improved by its facilities for in¬ 
land navigation. It produces flax, corn, hemp, 

sarrasin, iron, wood*, potatoes, *&c. It wants 

• ■ 

* One great but inconvenient peculiarity struCk ufc 
, throughout the Swedish high roads, namely, constant gates 
intersecting them, not as turijpikes, but as ihc means qf 
^preventing the cattle from straying: every fifty or sixty 
yards one has to stop and open them. 
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population, and might be beneficially colonized 

and reclaimed. At Norkoping are iron-works, 

and all sorts of manufactures, with three sugar 

refineries; the mountains of Kolmorden, near 

Aby, are full of marble and fine granite. Near 
« 

Wretah there is a rich iron-mine, and a can¬ 
non foundery at Finspange. 

lleichard exaggerates the beauty and impor¬ 
tance of Notk5ping, which, he says, is orna¬ 
mented with beautiful and magnificent churches. 
He must speak comparatively. Swedisli coun¬ 
try towns are but poor places, built of wood, 
and painted red, like Turkish towns. 

Sept. 1.—We left Svardsbro at six a. m. It 

• * 

was a fine morning, with a hoar frost (bad 
omen). To Aby (two miles), through a wild 
and rocky country. To Bilkrog (two miles), 
bleak and cold, with hard rain. To Soden- 
telje, rain—rain-^rain. To Tittja (two miles), 
‘ woods and lakes, rain and cold. To Stockholm 
(one mile and a half), paste ray die. We reach¬ 
ed the custom-house, at the barrier and floating 
bridge, and found the douaniers civil, exam¬ 
ining our' trunks pro forma , by virtue of a 
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douceur of one dollar rix. The soldiers on 
duty had painted mustachios. 

The suburb by which we entered Stockholm 
is mean*and ill-paved; but as we reached the 
quays and royal palace we were surprised at 
the splendour of the scene. 

We drove across the granite bridge at the 
foot of tjhe % ro$al palace, and are lodged in a 
private house, and have four rooms for 

thirty rix dollars (ong pound teif shillings) a 

m * 

week. I do not yet know the name of our 

10 * 

street. We dined at a restaurant, served by 

women, at six; we returned home at nine, and 

• • 

went to good and clean beds at *ten, tired, but 

delighted at being once more able to take off 

our clothes, and indulge in the luxury of dean 

sheets and comfortable beds. , 

Remarks.— Tfie j-oads in SVeden are gene- 

• ■» 

rally excellent, and’ are kept? in repair by the 
neighbouring farmers, each of whom has his* 
district to keep in order, with his name marked 
upon a red post by the* road side. .The post- 
• houses are execrably provided; the masters are 

boorish and stupid. The country'Vins as bad 
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as a Turkish caravanserai, or khan. The tra¬ 
veller would stand a chance of starvation, did 
he not provide 1 himself at Copenhagen with 
stores for his journey. On the whole, 'Sweden, 
after* Turkey, is the most inconvenient country 
I have yet travelled in; but it is so beautiful, 
that the picturesque traveller is repaid by the 
enjoyment of fine scenes for the inconvenience 
he may suflR^on his journey.- The country is 
still very far behind the South of Europe in 
civilization, but is extremely improveable, and 
is improving. 1 

Jonas Rosenberg, although addicted to 
schnapps, is invaluable. He is the most active, 
good-humoured, indefatigable, honest fellow I 
ever met with, and my companion likes him as 
much as I do. We bless our stars that we got 
rid of Mr. Schtidels, our Hamburgh courier, 
at Copenhagen, for he never either could or 
would have done the work which Jonas has 


got through with ease; though he was for two 
days quite wet through, he never complained 
or flagged for an instant. 
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ably well; and no accident or desagvtment has 
happened to us, other than the partial wetting 
of my portmanteau and cocked-haf-box, which 
I sent the first day’s journey by the Forebud, 
who turned the portmanteau .upside down, 
where it was not covered by the painted can- 
vass cover, and .sat upon the cocked-hat-box, so 

that he bo.th crushed the hat and let in the rain. 

* * 

Mem. —If there are two wayJT^bf doing a 

tiling, one right and t^e other wrong, a*eoun- 

• • 

try fellow always embraces the latter method. 

N. 15.—The journey cost us about 15/. in¬ 
cluding; harness, &e. The distance is called 6‘0 

• • 

Swedish miles; but it is 58 l-7th* 

In Sweden people travel in Stool Wagen, or 
in little carts, like those of Wallacliia: a c hild 
often drives them. We saw hardly* any car¬ 
riages, other than \hgse, all the* way from ITel- 

& m 

singborg,—certainly'not abote * three or four, 

and those only when we approached tlia ca*' 

* 

, pital. This indicates poverty, and want of 
resident gentry. • • 
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Stockholm.—Police.—Stroll round the Quay.*.—Dockyard 
and Gunbofriw..—Royal Palace.— Beauty of the City.— 
Theatre.—Ridderholm Church.—Tombs of the Swedish 

r 

Monar'-hs—Banners and Heraldic Trophies.—Royal Stud. 
—Royal Guard.—Catch and Glee Club.—The Park.—The 
Travellers presented to the King.—Conversation with his 
Majesty.—Rosenthal, the country-house of the King.— 
Superb Vase of Porphyry.—Embarkation for Abo. 

i? 

Sept. 2 . —I wrote up my journal, and sent 
to the post-office, but, alas! no letters from 
home. The police in this free country are 
more inquisitive than at.Vienna, and send a 
paper as long as "one’s arm to fill up. It asks 
all sorts of impertinent questions, and is very 
particular in wishing to know if one has come 
to Sweden by water or by land; how long one 
intends to remain in the capital, and how long 
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in the kingdom; what one comes* for, kc .; 
when one left home, and where one touched 
in one’s way hither ?. 

In the afternoon we called upon Lord Bloom¬ 
field, but did not find him at home. We pa- 
raded the streets a littlfe, and* went to look at 
some rcstaurmtfs, but not being very well 
pleased \yitl^ tliem, we decided upon dining 

at that of yesterday. 

■ 

In the afternoon it rained violently.* The 
jwvc in Stockholm is worse than that of Co¬ 
penhagen ; but the city has a livelier appear¬ 
ance than the capijal of Denmark. 

After dinner we strolled round the quays of 
this unique and beautiful city, which reminded 
me of Rio de Janeiro and Genoa at the same 
time. It is a perfect picture. m 

The royal palace, is a fine/ large ‘ building, 
standing upon an imposing height. 

The royal guard are fine-looking troops-; and 
there is a handsome regiment of hussars, which 
mounts guard at the palace. 

> Sept. 3.—We went on board of a packet 
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• • « 

' from Abe, in order to ascertain wliat sort of 

craft we were to cross the Gulf in. Here 

we found an English traveller, who gave us a 

great deal of information about Finland and 

Petersburg!!. , 

The packet is a nice little sloop-rigged ves¬ 
sel, with much better accommodation than 1 
had expected. 

We nextfwcnt to call upon the Swedish ad¬ 
miral commanding the flotilla here, and to see 
the Marine Arsenal and gun-boats. The Dock¬ 
yard is on an island, called Admiraltat’s Holms; 
the boats are pulled by ugly old women ; the 
Dockyard contains nothing very admirable. 
There are about twenty galleys, all in the boat¬ 
houses; fifty cr sixty gun-boats ditto; and 
forty or fifty yawls. The gun-boats mount 
one long gun, a 24 or lS-poundcr, with two 
carronades and -some swivels, and are manned 
by fifty or sixty men: they draw four feet and 
a half water. This force is classed into bat- 4 
teries, and divisions. -The battery consists of 
twelve gun-boats, subdivided into three parts 4 
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or divisions of four boats. The yawk are not 
very serviceable-looking boats, being too near 
the water. The flotilla force rfiay be manned 
by 6600•men: one-third of the equipage is 

r 

kept on duty at a time for three years, after 

» 

which each man retires to his country quarter, 

i 

* and is succeeded by the next on the roster. 

There are two regiments of flotilla artil¬ 
lery, which are always kept complete and em¬ 
bodied. 

We next went to see the Royal Palace, in 
which there is but little remarkable^ save a pic¬ 
ture of Charles XII. The picture-gallery con¬ 
tains nothing of transccndant talent; but there 
is a pretty statue of Peace by Bystrom, a na¬ 
tive sculptor; there is a stiff and bad picture 
of the Prince Oscar, by a native artist. The 
King and Queen afe here at present. 

We now went to* see the 'shoe-bazaar, and 

ff 

found nothing there but old boots and ugly 
women. From thence we went to the hussar 

« 

barracks and artillery depot: the horses are* 
email and ugly, standing upon wooden plat- 
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forms rising upwards towards the manger. 
The Swedish artillery are good-looking troops. 

Whichever Hvay I turned in Stockholm, I 
was enchanted with the beauty of the city: 
island succeeding island, houses mounting over 

r 

houses, churches over churches, and terraces 

i 

over terraces, climbing up th f e sides of rocky 

and woody hills, which rise as by enchantment 

out of the water. But, ala&! the ugliness of 

< 

the population, particularly the female part of 

r« 

ft 

it, diminishes much the gratification the eye 
^ ^. 

derives from the scenery of this romantic-look¬ 
ing city. It abounds in statues, equestrian and 
pedestrian; fine buildings, handsome quays, 
&c.; but it wants fine squares, and gardens, 
and pretty faces.—In the evening we went to 
the theatre, which is dark, dirty, and mean. 

i 

'fhe scenery is shabby; the acting tolerable; 

* * ‘ 

the music above par. The audience was in¬ 
creased and ill-looking. I never saw such a 
dearth of well-looking people in any city of 
Europe, much less in a capital. I did not un¬ 
derstand a word of the language, which seem.. 
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to be a compound of Scandinavian .and Teu¬ 
tonic. Some of the sounds resemble English, 
and are no doubt of Celtic, 6th£rs resemble 

i • 

the German, and are no doubt of Teutonic, 
origin. 

The Swedes, like the* Germans*, seem to be 

much tickled Iw broad farce. 

) 

After the % play I returned home to write 
letters and my Journal. 

Sept. 4.—I called oi\ Lord Bloomfield, •whom 
I was so fortunate as to find at home* His re¬ 


ception was kind and cordial; he* invited us to 
dine to-day with him in town, and on Tuesday 
at his country house at Drottiiagholm. He 
promises to get me presented to Bernadotte, 
if possible, before Wednesday, when we think 


of sailing for Abo. 

We afterwards* went on bo^rd tfi’e packet, 

• . * 

and secured berths." The passage money is 
fifty banco dollars, for ourselves, fcarriage,. and* 


• servant, (2/.' 15s.) 

We hope for a fair wind, but it now blow* 

* strong from the north-east. We next called 


»• 

% 


4 VOL. I. 


F 
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upon the ^English Consul, (not at home,) and 
walked up to St. Catherine’s Church, and far¬ 
ther onwards, *to a wooden obelisk, upon a 

# • 

height in a garden. From hence we had a 

most encliantipg panoramic* view, quite equal 

to that from the ‘towers of Galata and St. Mark. 

« 

We next went to see the Itidderholm Church, 

c 

the mausoleum of the great kings and heroes 


of this country. I never was so much inter¬ 
ested in ray life as by the sight of the tombs 

* t 

of Charles the Twelfth, of Gustavus Adolphus, 
and GustavusWasa, and of many other kings 
and generals. 

The church is crowded with banners cap- 
tured in war, and trophies of all sorts, carefully 
and tastefully arranged. 

The sword of Charles XII. which he wore 
when killed a? Frederic$hall; the sword of 

* i • 

Gustavus Adolphus, slain 'at ( Lutzen, (I have 
’seen, the spot at Lutzen where Gustavus fell,) 
and many other articles, too numerous to men¬ 
tion in a Journal, make this church one of the 
most delightful objects in the world. 
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Russian, Polish, Danish, Germaif banners, 
to the number of 4000, decorate the walls all 

9 • 

around. Here are likewise «thc armorial bear¬ 
ings of the Knights of the Seraphim, all neatly 
arranged; and those of Napoleon and Blucher, 
by a singular fatality, arc ranged amicably side 
by side, although their bearers were in contra¬ 
position all their lives. 

General Todc&on and Adirfiraf Stenborck 


are buried here, beneath thousands of fanners 
and heraldic trophies. This church would 
afford a most interesting field for the historian 
and herald. t 

Sweden Jias played a great* cayd in the 


world’s game, as the thirty years’ war, and 
these trophies, gained in that and other con¬ 


tests, sufficiently evince; but *the battle of 

• f *• 

Puftawa gave her blow from which she 

« 

never did and never can recover. The game 
has passed into* the hands, of Russia,* al : 


'though Sweden has. plenty of honours left 


behind. 


It is a melancholy lesson to the ambition of 
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kings and* generals, to see that this is all that is 
left of their achievements. 

r 

4 

I kissed the tomb of .Charles XII*. 

We next saw the royal stud, which is more 
remarkable, for white horses than any thing 
else. The stables are good, and well aired. 
We dined at four o’clock with Lord Bloom¬ 
field, and passed a very pleasant evening there. 
He promises "to present us to* Charles John, if 
possible, before we sail. ' 

Sept. 5.—The weather warmer, and day finer. 
On Monday* we must take another view of the 
Marine Arsenal, if we can find the admiral, 
Coyet, at home. 

At noon we walked upon the promenade, 

opposite to the chateau, but on this side of the 

water. Here r:e saw all the beauty and fashion 

ofi Stockholm, such as it is, and a detachment 

of the royal guard, with masic and colours. 

They are very fine troops, and look as if they 

only wanted another Charles XII. to lead them 
« 

to the conquest of the world. 

We dined at the Park, a wild romantic sort 
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of promenade, beyond the hussar barracks, go¬ 
ing thither by water. Here is a tolerable re¬ 
staurant , served by women, in a 'sort of German 

V • 

* • 

costume.. 

We were delighted during dinner by. the 
singing of a catch and* glee club, who were 
enjoying themselves next door to us. The 
ensemble was^extremely fine, and the airs beau¬ 
tiful. 

_ • 

In the evening we went to the theatre.. The 
house was a bumper, and no tickets were to be 
had. I at length succeeded, by.bribing the 
door-keeper. 

Sept. 6.—We paid a fruitless visit to the ad¬ 
miral, Coyet, who lias not yet taken any notice 
of our cards of the 3rd. I suppose*he never 
received them. We dined at a French restau- 

rant at the Park,^m$ walked dfll ovcV it. The 

• . . * 

Park is savage and wild, but*very pretty: you 
may get at it either by land or *water. .The* 
ferry-boats are rowed by ugly old women, who 
seem to work very hard.. 

Lord Bloomfield sends word that he will pre- 
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sent us to-morrow to the King, Charles John, 
the most extraordinary man in Europe, and 

the only one of the Napoleon school who lias 

► 

survived his master’s downfall. 

Sept. 7.—I visited my banker, and drew 
40/. for stock purse, (483.16 banco dollars.) It 
seems to me that wc lose too much by the 
transaction—more than five per cent. 

Capt. Blcomficld and Mr. .Stapleton called, 
and stayed some time with us. We are to go 
to Court after dinner, at seven o’clock, in one 
of his Excellency’s equipages. 

We promenaded the city until dinner-time. 

* -T 

I have refrained hitherto from endeavouring 
to pronounce or to write the name of the street 
in which we lodge; it is a perfect Brobdig- 
nag:—“Nya Kungsholmsbrogatan, Gotha Loen 

o 

Quartier, No. 7which, being interpreted, oig- 
nifies “New Street, in the King’s Island, at the 
sign of the 'Golden Lion.” The weather is 

i 

cold, but fine, and frosty; the wind still east, 
which will not do for Abo at all. We dined at 
the Soul tv with Mr. Stapleton; and, at seven 
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o’clock, went in full uniform to be ^presented 
to liis Majesty, who received us most gra¬ 
ciously, and talked a great dehl With me re- 
specting * the state of Sweden. His Majesty 
seems to be a very unaffected,, modest man, 
speaking of himself with the greatest possible 
humility. He ^ seemed to be much pleased 
with the observations which I made respect¬ 
ing the country.through which J*liad passed, 
and appeared to seize; my idea of colonizing 
the waste lands from England and Ireland. 

He told me that he had the greatest possible 
difficulty in preventing the farmers from set¬ 
ting fire to the forests, for the purpose of clear¬ 
ing the land. He observed, that the preju¬ 
dices of the people with respect tb agricul¬ 
ture were such, that lie almost despaired of 

effecting much rbfojm in thi^science among 

• • • 9 

them. ' • • 

He said that in many places, particularly in 
Scania, the soil was excellent, but that such 
was the imperfection of -the agricultural imple¬ 
ments, that the plough only turned up about 
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four inches of soil instead of four feet, to 
which depth a fine loam ran. That although 
nature locked \ip the resources of the earth 
during eight months, yet such was the vigour 
of the fertilizing principle, that no soon$f had 
the snow disappeared, than the corn sprung up, 
and ripened in an inconceivably short space of 

i 

time. He said that in an estate of his in the 
Talbcrg country, such was the-quantity of iron 
and the facility of getting at it, that, without 
sinking any shafts beneath the level of the 
horizon, 600,000 quintals of excellent iron 
might be exported from thence every year for 
1600 years. 

The King told me that the great canal was 
excavated under the inspection of English en¬ 
gineers, and that the first set of locks and 
Hood-gates' were’made in England. 

His Majesty said that if wq stayed a little 
longer here Wc must dine with him. 

He conversed very animatedly with Lord 
Bloomfield and ourselves for at least half an 
hour, when lie retired to a sofa with his Lord- 
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i 

ship, and begged us to be seated jvitli the 
chamberlains. Charles John is sixty-eight 
years old, but he does not appear fo be more 
than forty-five. He is very vigorous, and 
rides dhd walks more actively than most of-the 
young men of the court. • We -saw his favour¬ 
ite, Count Brahe^ 

There was ,no party at Court excepting the 

few who had dined with the • King. The 
• • 

Queen and the ladies did not appear. 

Apropos de hottest the Chamberlain told 
me that the body of Charles XII. was still in 
perfect preservation and that it was occasion- 

} k.V t 

ally exposed to public wiew. He wished me 
to see it; but I have no desire to view des ca - 
davres. 

The news from Paris and Brussels seems to 

f ( ^ * 

embarrass the corps diplomatique. The llus- 

« 

sian Legation refuses to §iv*e passports to 
Frenchmen for Petersburg]].. We left • the 
- courf about nine o’clock, and were re-conducted 
home by Lord Bloomfield. ' , . • 

Sept. 8. — The weather fine, but the wind 
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still easterly. After having read the English 
papers up to the 27th at the minister’s, we went 
to see the kouhtry-house of the King at Rosen¬ 
thal. This is the prettiest little villa imagin¬ 
able, situated in a garden in the midst of the 
wildest rock and forest scenery of the park. 

In front of the villa, facing a pretty little 
lake, is a superb vase of native porphyry 

(query, red r granite?) This.unique specimen 

• 

of native art and protection is fourteen feet 
in diameter, and is modelled after the antique 
vases. It stands upon a grey granite pedestal. 
I found fault with the beading which runs 
round the edge of the cup. This beautiful 
specimen of art is entirely executed by the 
peasants of Dalecarlia, the roughest of all ima¬ 
ginable beings, but who nevertheless have con¬ 
trived to give ^he finest possible polish to their 
workmanship. - • 

This vase; as it stands before the little “ Sans 
Souci ” of Bernadotte, forms a striking object 
*in the foreground of a beautiful landscape. 

The simplicity of the King’s taste is very 
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evident in all that he has done in Sweden. If 
it be fair to judge of a man by his actions, I 
should say that Bernadotte is thd most remark- 
able man -of his day; for he has not yet been 
spoiled by good fortune. Who was it that, in 
speaking of him, said, that he*was a scion of 
# the Revolution, grafted upon the stock of 
Legitimacy ?. 

In the evening we dined at. Lsrd Bloom¬ 
field’s, and met there,some of tl*e ministers 
of state, and several of the corps diplomatique . 
Excellent fare, and agreeable society. 

After dinner we went to the play. 

Sept. 9-—The first thing we Jheard in the 
morning was that the packet was to sail at five 
in the evening. “Quel embarrasr ‘How to 
pack up, pay bills and visits, dine with Lord 

Bloomfield, and do # thousand other things, 

• * • 

was difficult; neyerthelcss, aM was done. We 

dined with his Lordship, who was so good as* 

* 

. to accompany us on board, to see, as he said, as 

much of us as he couldt We made an effort 

* 

•to get to sea, but it soon fell calm, and we 
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were obliged to anchor off the Marine Arsenal. 
Oakes is gone ashore again in despair, in a 
little punt; by himself. Jonas shakes his head, 
and thinks it better to remain on board than 
to go ashore and lose our passage. 

I regret leaving Stockholm very much, but 
I should regret it more the longer I stayed. 
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CHAPTER IV* 


The Army.—Population.—.Commercial Resources.—The 
Diet.—The Press.—Speculation for the Swan River.— 

* 0 ,M 

Bemadotte’s Principles.—Fortress ofWaxhohn.—Passage 

down the Gulf.—The Travellers, for pastime, institute an 

order of Knighthood.—Obliged to anchor*—A small island 

explored. — Amusements on board.—ladolcncu of the 

Finns.—Island of Soderarm Biik.—Island of Floscberg, 

one of tlie Aland group.—Fisherman's hut.—Harbour of 
# * _ 

Abo,—The Town.—Cathedral.—View fr<*m the Observa¬ 
tory.—Barracks.—Advantages of Finland under the llus- 

« sian Government.—Houses re-constructing of wood.— 

« 

Rehearsal of the Freyshiitz.—Passports. 

Remarks.—T ile regular army oi Sweden 
consists of 60,00Q men, whereof 5000 cavalry, 
and 4000 artillery. The Landw’her is $om-- 

posed of 100,000, who are all available; but 

* 

every male would take* up arms in case of 
'emergency. The population of Sweden and 
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Norway, is about 4,000,000; the produce of 
the human species two and a half to each 
marriage; the climate and corn brandy are 
unfavourable to population: vegetation is at 
a stand during eight months, (query popula¬ 
tion also ?) 

i 

Stockholm contains 75,000 inhabitants, among 

* V ■* 

whom are no mendicants. The exterior of the 
Lutheran worship much resembles the Catho¬ 
lic — vide copes and stoles, and embroidered 
surplices of priesthood. Female morals are 
said to be very relaxed. The women are ge¬ 
nerally plain, and large-boned; the men are 
better-looking than the women. 

The state of Sweden is improving. She is 
now no longer dependent upon other nations 
for corn, of which she produces enough for her 
own consumption and for that of Norway. A 
vast deal is yearly consumed in the manufac¬ 
ture of corn brandy, a very strong but dele¬ 
terious spirit; beer and gin are likewise manu¬ 
factured, as juniper abounds. 

With the roads, navigable lakes, and the 
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great canal now existing, (and others which 
ought to exist,'*) Sweden possesses great advan¬ 
tages for internal commerce. With Norway 

■ 

for a nursery for seamen, with inexhaustible 
forests and iron mines, she can have a commer¬ 
cial and military marine# She* lias no public 
'debt to weigh upon her resources, and to break 
the spirit o£ her enterprise. She now exports 

iron, planks, spars* pitch, tar, herrings, cod, and 
« 

ling, (salted,) butter, cither, and down for beds. 
She imports all sorts of manufactured goods: 
wines, colonial produce, and, what “is. surprising, 
fuel from Abo, while she has inexhaustible sup¬ 
plies of that article at home. * 

The Diet, or great council of the Nation, 
consists of several estates: the nobles, the 
clergy, the burghers, and the peasants, each 

of which estates iS represented*—by a member 

* • 

from every family iri that ofrihe nobles ; by a 
certain number of-deputies from th‘e clergy, the, 

archbishop and bishops. The burghers send 

• 

* “ Had you seen these roads before they were made, 

® You would turn up your eyes and bless Marshal Wade.*’ 
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a deputy from each town which has that pri¬ 
vilege; the peasants send a certain number 

from their* body, who have never enjoyed any 
& 

place under the Government, or been in trade. 
The King presides over the whole, and, as in 
England, makes a speech at the beginning and 
close of each session.* The Nobles’ House of 

'r 

the Diet is called Palatium Ordmis Kquestris , 

and is a fme large building, covered with cop- 

■ 

per, and bearing gildfd trophies upon little 
minarets 1 at each corner of the roof. In front 
of it stands' a statue of Gustavus Eric, (or 
Vasa,) in bronze. 

The press is said to be free in Sweden; but 
I hear that nothing against the Government 
appears in the papers, so that I suspect the 
interference of the police. The law of libel 

exists in full force. 

< • 

Lord Bloomfield told me of an extraordi¬ 
nary enterprise of a countryman of ours, who 

went from Stockholm to the Swan River. 

■ 

He took with him forty wooden houses, in 


* Sec Jones. 
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frame, each house to consist of four roomshe 

V } 

likewise took out a number of boats in frame. 
This excellent project met with the greatest 
encouragement from the King, who superin¬ 
tended the work himself. 

At Lord Bloomfield’s«I had. the pleasure of 
meeting Count Shlusenheim, Minister for fo¬ 
reign affairs. From him I gathered a good 
deal of information respecting the state of 
Sweden, and of its population. His account 
was, on the whole, favourable. 

It strikes me that the French # Revolution 
has not much pleased the Government. In 
answer to an observation of myie upon this 
subject, in which I had said tlfat Berna- 
‘ dotte ought to be pleased at the triumph of 
liberal principles, since he had always been 
their champion, it \yas remarked, (m Tout cela 

t 

est bien change depuis que ■Bejrnadotte est de- 
venu Roi” 

Prince Gustave has no party at present in 

■ 

Sweden, and has lost ground since he declined 
' marrying the Princess of the Netherlands. 

VOL. I. G 
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JOURNAL CONTINUED. 

Sept. 10. — Oakes came on board at one 
o’clock a. m. 9 having left liis punt alongside 
a wharf. Consequent embarrassment when at 
daylight we wanted to got under weigh. At 
length he and Jonas set out together in a fe¬ 
male wherry in search of the punt, for which 
the owner demanded twenty banco dollars. 
They returr\ed c in the punt iij about an hour’s 
time, we having glided^ gently down the Gulf 
towards Wax holm. 

This fortress, which we reached about noon, 
stands upon a small island in the centre of one 
of the passes for large ships to Stockholm. It 

consists of a high and very large martello 

* ■ . 

tower, which is surrounded by ^tensive out- 

**■ 

works, mounting a great many heavy cannon. 
T% walls are in many parts much decayed, 
and the revetments in some places fallen 
down, as if the walls had been breached by 
cannon shot. Across this passages tfm Swedes 
stretched a large chain, at the tit^^qf Lord 
Nelson’s visit to Copenhagen; such was the 
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k dread the northern powers entertained of this 
lion of England. 

I never saw any thing more beautiful than 
the passage down this Gulf as far as Wax- 
holm. It is a continued archipelago. -The 

islands are covered with fir forests, and pic- 

* 

turesquc huts.», The parting view of Stock¬ 
holm is equaj, if not superior, to any thing in 
Europe. Otfr fellow-passengers'- arc not nume¬ 
rous, but there are three pretty girls among 
them. 

• • 

At Bomeson is another and a larger tower 
than that of Wax holm. We anchored again 
at midnight. Bain, rain. * 

% 

Sept. 11.—All the day working down amid 
* “* t * 

innumerable islands, through the narrowest 

* 

channels imaginable. At about two o’clock 

» * £$1 
in the afternoon we’grounded* for a few mi¬ 
nute!, without any damage.* 'At night we 
anchored again, off a sort of custom-house, 
on an Iskaid» and here we remained all 
night letagP Meanwhile’, for pastime, Oakes’' 
*and myself after dinner instituted an order 
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of Knighthood, that of the Corkscrew: into 
which most royal, loyal, and distinguished 
order we inducted Jonas Rosenberg, alias 

r 

Leporello, who, kneeling gracefull)' on one 
knee, received a stroke across the shoulder 
from a Meerschaum pipe, had a red hand¬ 
kerchief thrown scarf-fashion .over his right 
shoulder, and a small steel corkscrew suspend¬ 
ed by a narrow blue riband to his button¬ 
hole. * He was then sworn never to break a 
* <• 

cork in drawing it, never to refuse to drink, 
love or fight, upon being lawfully commanded 
so to do; to defend all distressed damsels. 


&c. &c.; this done, he was desired to arise 

7 

more noble by the style of Jgpas Von Ro¬ 
senberg Von Leporello, prindlp^ommunder 
of the noble order of the Corkscrew; and 

while in the act of rising,* he was invested 
• * 

with the man tin of the order, being white, 
lined with blue, and having a collar of Chin¬ 
chilla fur. (This mantle is my oil cloak, which 
has served for many a merry and agreeable 
purpose before now.) When Jonas’s investi¬ 
ture was all over, the chapter was closed; 
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but it Was re-opened for the purpose of cre¬ 
ating a Chanoinesse, (for what is a knight 
without his lady?) One of the ladies of the 
ship, (by the bye, a comely wench enough,) 
wafe invested with the decoration of the order, 
to be worn on the left brea'st; while Jonas 


with corked m&vstache, imperial, and eyebrows, 
gallanted and saluted the fair Stifftsdammer, 
Chanoinesse, styling her the most noble and 
beautiful lady, Countess Julia Von Stock¬ 
holm. During the ceremony, sundry glasses 

• • 

of claret, schnapps and punch werfe quaffed by 
the grand crosses, dommandcr, Stifftsdammer, 
and spectators, to the great edification of the 


latter and^£^j}lification of the former; after 
which we^^#epaire^ as well as we could, to 
our balmy couches. 

Sept. 12.— We Aid not get .under weigh 

( 1 ’ ■ 

until eight o’clock, and then continued our 
/$ ^ • • 
beat through intricate passages until about two 

in the afternoon, when we again let go the 

anchor f in a little cove, snugly sheltered from a 


strong south-easter which is blowing outside. 
Here we ai*e likely to remain for Some days. 
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1 * 4*. 

as there is no appearance of a change of wind, 
and as the Finns are not sufficiently good sea¬ 
men to venture outside in strong weather and 
contrary winds. In the evening, Oakes and I 

took the boat and went ashore upon a little 

* 

island arjiead of us, which we have named Cru¬ 
soe’s Island. Here we gathered wild flowers, 
raspberries, juniper, heath, &c. .egad brought 
the bouquets on board as Caligula-? did the 

a 

shells from the shores of Britain. 

* 4 ' 

Sept. 13.—-It blows a gale, and we hold on. 

* * 

Don Giovanni and Leporello are gone ashore 
upon Robinson Crusoe’s Island, to moralize 
and meditate among the rocks. Our only con¬ 
solation here is tolerable eating and drinking. 
We have found out some good claret and some 

arrack, so that we are jolly enough. 

" * s . 
•In the evening, Oakes and I went ashore 

Robinson Crusoe’s Island. It’Ss a desolate little 
• » 

spot enough, but there are in it two pretty 

little bosquets, where a man might build a hut, 

< ‘ ' -* 
and make himself snug. . There is no fresh 

water on it. Granite, both red and grey, com- 
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pose the geological; heath, fox-glove, juniper, 
and a species ofpoplar, the vegetable kingdom. 

At night it blew a gale from the. south-east, 

«■ 

and we have let go another anchor. 

Sept. 14.—It blows and rain^ terribly* ’We 
. see no chance of getting* away,’ and regret our 

-i 

precipitancy in Staving Stockholm so soon, and 

with a foul wind. Sailors ought to have known 

better. . All day long we were confined below 

by the rain. In the Evening it bfew §o* hard, 

that we did not take our usual cruise in the 

• * 

boat, but amused ourselves and * fellow cap¬ 
tives, by travestying Jonas as an old lady, and 
by getting up a dance on the little, forecastle. 
b The simpers and eoquetteries of our trusty 
squire in hi& disguise, .excited the risible facul¬ 
ties even of the Finnish seamen, some of whom 

* • * 

4 waltzed with the fair lady to thq creaking notes 

• ® t 

of a cracked fiddle, scraped by one of the crew. 

# # 

After this entertainment, we dressed Jonas up 
as a. Turk, with a turban made up of napkins, 
and a neck-shawl of mine, the false hair o*f 
one of the damsels for a beard, a handkerchief 

* i 


% 
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■» # 
I' 


round his waist, my dressing-gown f^r a caf¬ 


tan, my cloak for a jubb^$|j©akes’s slippers, 
dirk, and pistols in his waistjmnd, ^d .a Meer¬ 
schaum pipe in his mouth. We placed him 
cross-legged tipon the cabin table, and paraded 
all the women in the ship before him, to the 

best-looking of'whom, with becoming dignity, 

* 

_ <> 

he threw the handkerchief. The damsels all 
liked the joke amazingly, and 'served him with 
coffee, ,schnapps, and pipes, a Tenm Vune de 

v 

Vautre. We kept up the fun until ten 

o’clock, and ‘then retired to rest. 

Sept, 15. — It still blows a gale from the 
south-east. We think of bearing up for Stock¬ 
holm, where if we once more set foot, good 
bye to Petersburg until the spring. We held 
on all day, the wind moderating and drawing 
a‘little more to the southward. No going o4 
shore; no fun at night^with Jonas. 

’ Sept. 16.—At six o’clock we turned up the^ 
hands, up anchor, and made sail With a light air, 
ship looking up east; but after a short time the 
wind backed again to the old point, and we, 
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after tacjdng about .twenty times to*no pur¬ 


pose, bore up fo^ibe Beacon of Soderarm Bak. 
Here webmughtgp in a snug berth, close to a 
rock, covered with fishermen^ huts and their 

t, 

concomitant misery. We sent ashore for fish 

r 

and fresh, water, for we have nothing left either 
to eat or to drfrtk: so improvident are these 
Finns, and so f indolent, that we actually lay four 
days at Iib^insort Crusoe’s Island* 'die skipper 
doing nothing, knowing that his stock of Water 
and provision must soon be out, and not mak- 
ing the slightest exertion to replenish his stores! 
One would not hav# believed in such stupidity 
had one not seen it. To-morroW if the wind 

„ i 

does not come fair, we must bear up. The 

* * 

islands that we have &en since the 11th, are all 
barren, rocky, and without inhabitants, save a 
wild-ducks and ^ulls, witfi the exception 

of this of Soderahn ahd another to the east- 

0 : 

ward, where are 'a few wretched fishermen,* 

a 7 * 

IW + 

These people remain, here a month at a time, 
and are then relieved by others. They only 
pass the summer months here. In the Winter 



90 


^SODERARM BAK. 

„4 


it would* be impossible to exkt. They have no 
spring or well, but catch the rain water: they 

*■* "V 

send to the main land once a week for provi¬ 
sions. The beacon is upon an adjoining island, 
and is built *of wood, and painted red. It is 
the emblem of desolation. These fishermen 

% 

have their wives and families With them; and 
are, perhaps, not so very wretched as we ima¬ 
gine. I counted sixteen log " huts on this side 

of thb island. ° 

* • 

At night we weighed the anchors, and 
« « 

warped into a little natural canal or creek, 
and here we lie very snugly, while it blows 
a confounded gale outside. God knows when 
we shall get away. 

i * 

This is the most eastern part of the Swedish 

dominions. Nature has provided her with a 
' . * 

good frontier hereabouts^ for it would be im- 
possible for a fleet of large vessels to force the 
•intricate passages of this myriad of islands, this 
labyrinth of rocks. 

_ * * - * 

Remark.—W e have not seen a single 

square-rigged vessel since we left Stockholm. 
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Sept. 17,-—At daylight we made sail from our 

'k'-'f 

creek, with a light breeze from the south. At 

noon we were abreast of another beacon, on a 

■/ 

small low island* belonging to Finland (or 
rather Russia). At four o’clock,* we ran *in 
among a group of islands; and at about six 

o’clock, anchored if or the night off the first 

•{& 

Russian custojn-house, called Floseberg. Here 

we were visited by the custom-holi stf, and were 

fortunate enough to get a few potatoes,'and 

some wild raspberries and milk. This island is 

* ■» 

one of the westernmost of the Aland* group. 

Sept. 18.—At daylight weighed, and made an 
attempt to beat through the narrows. Wind 
south-east. After having gained about three 
German miles, we came to the narrowest pass 
imaginable. Here we grounded several times, 

4 n r, o' 

and, were obliged to' let go the anchor, in 

f i\ 

a heavy squall, abreast of a little fishing- 
village. In the afternoon we weighed again, 

blit it was in vain ; w.e ran ashore four times, 

' » ; * 

in a great degree owing to the awkward- 
ness of the Finns, who have no idea of the 
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* - > 

mechanical action of either rudder or sails: 
fortunately, the bottom was sandy, and the 
rocks so steep, that one might rub one’s sides 
against them with impunity. We now let go 
the anchor * under a bluff weather shore, to 

which we made fast *by a hawser. The squalls 

* • 

from the south-east very violent all the after¬ 
noon. We and fellow passengers went ashore, 
and dined’'ill a fisher’s cottage upon potatoes 
and fish. ' These people were tolerably well off; 
they had all their resources among themselves. 

/ r 

The family consisted of two generations: patri¬ 
archal government. They make their own 
cloth, shoes*, nets, &c.; and have three horses, 
six children, one pig, plenty of fodder and 
murphies, boats, &c.; no well, but a, hole for 

rain water. The island is about half a mile 

» f 1 

“round. There are two or three other families 

f 

upon it. 

‘After dinner I strolled about the island, and 
perceiving that the skipper was weighing his 
anchor, i we all embarked about sunset. A boat, 
with three savage-looking Russians, (one of 
whom had a long beard,) came on board to sell 



ABO. 


93 


brandy. At night, heavy squalls, with light¬ 
ning and rain. It will change the wind. 

N.B.—Travellers should never go to sea 

with a foul wind. * This is all very well for 

those who are obliged to go to sea to look for 

a fair one, but pleasure-hunters should stay 

ashore till a fair one blows. 

u v 

Sept. 19- —^At daylight, w r ind south-west. 
Weighed and made sail, God bq pyaised! for 
Abo. Jib-topsail, square-sail, ring-tail, and, wa¬ 
ter-sail, all set. We ran rapidly along through 
the islands. No more “ Garra Win da and Rod- 
die Lee.”* Our course lay through a labyrinth 
of islands until we made the mouth of the har¬ 
bour of Abo. This place has great capabilities 
for commerce. It is nearly land-locked, and 
has tolerably deep water close to the town. 
The-shipping pass up-through a sort* of canal 
or palisaded passage, and then come into a 
creek, on each side of which stand the ,re- 
mains of this once flourishing town, which was 
nearly destroyed by fire three years ago. We . 
passed by the arsenal, full of cannon and shot, 

* Equivalent to our “ Keep her full I” and “ Hblm’s a lee I" 
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with a few gun-boats under cover, the bar¬ 
racks, and the military school. The town seems 
to be built of wood, and is a miserable-looking 
place enough. We were kept alongside the 
wharf for an hour until the customs had visit- 
ed us,—a most inhospitable regulation, from 

f a 

which they would not. relax if you were all 
starving on board. We went to the Soctttd- 
haus, where we found tolerable accommodation 
in point of lodging. 

N.B.—Our bill in the packet was enormous, 

* 

93d. 32s. rix gelt.—One has no remedy in these 
cases. 

The beacons or buoys throughout the nar¬ 
row channels of the Gulf, are made of fir-trees 
moored by stones attached to cross bars at the 
roots, and have a pole at the upper end above 
the water, sometimes wit!) a flag thereon. 

; . 3 The theatre of Abo is' under the same roof 
the SociHd-haus. We are too hungry 

' v ' 

and tired to think of going thither, though 

• 

there is a play to-night, and there are many 
Droskies in the yard, waiting to carry away 
their freights. They have the same odious cus- 
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tom here which prevails in Sweden, of strewing 
juniper, fir, or yew branches about the rooms, 
as if it were to kill the fleas. We are, how¬ 


ever, thankful to be once more on shore, after 
our ten days’ confinement in the packet, and .so 
do not mind juniper or yew very much. Jonas 
is very drunk, an<} ^extremely funny; he makes 

us die with laughter at his drolleries. 

• • 

I did not go to bed until past twelve o’clock, 
so much was I occupied,, in various operations, 
such as journal-writing, &e. 

Beds pretty good, with dry sheets., 

Sept. 20.—Abo, or, as it is pronounced, Obo. 
After breakfast we visited the Cathedral, which 
has dreadfully suffered from the terrible confla¬ 
gration of 1827. They are now occupied in 
rebuilding the top of the main tower, which 
is of ^enormous height) This structure is en- . 


T r 


t 

tirely composed of ,brick, and is rude enough 
in its exterior; the.interior is, however, a j 
specimen of severe Gothic. The new works 
on the tower are of wood. We next clam¬ 
bered up to the Observatory, which is a fine 
building, (a sort of pavilion,) standing upon an 
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f 

eminence commanding the town:—from hence 

is a superb bird’s-eye view of the remains of 

& 

the town and of its adjoining country. Abb 
stands ip a valley upon the sides of a navi¬ 
gable river, debouching into a fine land-locked 
harbour. The country is partly eultivatable, 
and partly stone and forest. , It might be ren¬ 
dered a most important post in the hands of 
Sweden’s enemy, for it has all the capabilities 
of a naval* and commercial station : viz. good 
harbour, deep water, plenty of wood, stone, 
corn, iroiv maritime population, &c. The me¬ 
ridian of Abo is that of the Cape of Good 
Hope. I next visited the Barraeks of the 
Russian soldiery, and found them, as far as I 
saw, tolerably comfortable and clean, except¬ 
ing in the rear, where every filthy accumula¬ 
tion has its place. There are about 400 infan- 

i 

try here of the 1 twenty-third regiment. The 
soldiers oil duty are clean and well clothed, 

but those off duty, in their long brown drug- 

« 

get great coats, look* more like itinerant tinkers 

than soldiers.—After dinner, Mr. Jammermaim 
« 

li ‘* i. e. Gun-boat and galley station. 
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the banker called upon us, and from him I 
learned that Finland is better governed and 
happier under the Russians than under the 
Swedes; that Russia gives Finland money, 
while Sweden took it from her/, that the 
employes are twice as well paid* as’under the 
old regime ; that, the old Swedish constitution 
is still in force, and that the tribunals are 
not interfered with by the Emperor; that 
all the taxes raised in Finland according to 

ancient institutions, are spent in the country; 

* 

and that the Emperor, by keeping on foot a 
smaller number of troops than stipulated for 
by the treaty of 1809, gives the difference of 
expense to Finland;—that, moreover, all the 
Employes are natives, which under the Swedish 
dominion was never the case. He says, that 
the adjoining councry produces all the neces¬ 
saries of life in abundance. 

Abo, like Torre del Greco, is none the wiser 
for experience, and is reconstructing of wood, 
as if it had never been a prey to the devouring 
element of fire, while immense cpiarries of fine 


VOL. i. 
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■ ^ 

granite # surround it on every side. In spite of 

its recent calamity, it seems, however, to be 
recovering, and the stroke of the hammer, the 
sound of the saw and axe, the explosion of 
the stone quarry, echo in all directions. The 
main bridge is reconstructing, and the ship¬ 
ping crowd below it on either side of the 
river. In the hands of a richer people, Abo 
would soon become an important place: the 
population at present^ is about 14,000 souls, 
including workmen who have come in to re¬ 
build* the t&wn. A steam navigation is abso¬ 
lutely necessary to the prosperity of the towns 
on both sides of the Gulf of Finland, for no 
sailing-vessel can possibly be sure of anything 
like a decent passage through this archipelago 
of islarids. 

To-mbrrow - we set .off’ on our route to 

«• f 

Petersburg!!,. where we' should have already 
been a week, had we had but an average pas- 

sage from Stockholm. In the evening I at- 

• 

tended a rehearsal of the Freyshtitz, performed 
by some musicians of the place, aided by about 
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twenty Russian soldiers and Mr. Jammermann. 
The performance was bad enough, but better' 
than J could have expected in such a place, 
and with such heterogeneous materials. The 
corps drp 't? x ue is German, that of Monsieur 
et Madame Schultz. Madame §chultz is a very 
* fine woman. The tenor was a Jew, and exe- 
crably flat; the women • tolerable: the devil 
did not sing—I suppose his satanic majesty 


vuv v, u vioit iiv/m ua. 


was ill. * 

I received in 
Tammermann with 426 rubles for my 240 banco 
dollars; so that I again lose by money transac¬ 
tions. We had to pay thirteen rubles for new 
passports, those which we brought •from the 
Russian minister at Stockholm being jno longer 
valid. We shall have again to pay* at Hel¬ 
singfors and at Wiborg; and all this as a sort 
of reprisal upon Swedish ^subjects, Sweden 
levying similar taxes for this purpose upon. 
Russians. It is hard that we Englanders 

r 

should suffer for their follies. We had to 

• » 

. pay forty rix dollars for each ruble. 

H 2 
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chapter V. 

Uoute on departure from Abo.—Ilefsingfors.—Great im¬ 
provement of the City.—A proof of the advantages of de¬ 
spotic power.—The Port.—Fortress *of Sveaborg_Tomb 

of Ehrensward.—Soldiery.—The Fortress neglected.— 
Exporto a„nd Imports.—The City well calculated for Com¬ 
merce.—Route on departure from Helsingfors.—The car¬ 
riage upsct.-*-Post-house at Pyttis.—Route continued.— 
Frederickshamn. — Peterlax. —Wiborg. — Log villages.— 
Bcloastraff: rigorous search at the Custom-house.—Ap¬ 
proach to ^St. Petcrsburgh.—First view of the Neva.— 
Arrival in the City. 

4 

Sept. 51.— We left Abo at thirty minutes 
past nine, after being cheated by the inn-keeper 
at the Societe-haus . Thank God! a forebiid is 

T t 

po longer necessary; so that we only pay for 
throe horses, sixty copeeks per horse per mile, 
except upon leaving towns, when 120 copecks. 
First post, to Rungo, one mile and a quarter, 
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the country cultivated and pretty; ftext post, 
Vista, one mile and a half, corn and flax. 
Log villages, forests of firs, roads, good. To 
Ilandala, one mile and a quarter, heavy 

roads and bad cattle. To Salo, 6ne mile, corn 

■** 

, and a river. To Hamenkyla, one mile seven 
eighths, marshjr) with occasional cultivation. 
To Svenskby, one mile and three quarters, 
sands and forests, bad and hilly loads. Good 
post-house, civil people?, the post-mastei; speak¬ 
ing German, and making brandy (not strong 
enough for Jonas’s palate). Supper upon 
black cock and frt&h eggs, bread and excel¬ 
lent butter. Clean beds : turn in. . 

Sept. 22.—Started at six. Moderate bill. 
To Bjorsby is two miles. Hilly an$ sandy; 

lakes and fine country, and scenery^ We ob- 
• 9 • • 
served a saw-mill turned by a fiver. At D&- 

vidness are iron-works and a waterfall. Hiver 

■ * 

unpronounceable. Mjdhbolstadt, one mile and 

three quarters. At Krykstadt, one and a half, 

* % 
is a lake. , From thence another lakeland open 

» % 

country, until Bolstadt, one mile and a half. 



102 HELSINGFORS. 

Next we fcame to a lake and a Navigable river, 

on the right and left hand; sandy and hilly 

road, and poor country to Qvis, two miles. To 

Rembole, one mile and five eighths; good 

roads, but hiliy. Next post, Grann, one mile 

and a half. Then Helsingfors, one mile and a 

half, which we reached at Sli. 30m. There 

was no room at the inn; we were obliged to 

go all over tne town, and after trying at several 

houses, f we found, as Jonas called it, a room 

and a half at a traiteur’s. So here we arc, ir»- 
« * 

differently enough lodged. This is a good- 
looking city, and has some fine new buildings 
raised by the'Russians, particularly the Palace 
of the Government, upon the great Square. 

Sept. 23.— I arose early, and sallied out to 
look at the city. It indeed far surpasses any 
expectation I had previously formed: it is the 

most beautiful and the most interesting new 

1 < 

city' I ever beheld. The Russian Emperor, 
the Trajan of the North,, might say with the 
n, that he found it a pack of wooden 
huts, and left it a city of palaces. The Senate 
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House, (Ionic,) 'new University, (Ionic,) Go¬ 
vernment Palace, and all the public offices, are 
superb. The barracks, and new streets, tirees au 
cordon and uniform in their plan, are beautiful. 

There are two or three new Russ churches, 

0 

with their green domes aftid spires, which pro¬ 
duce a charming’(effect. The Emperor lately 

■ 

gave 6,000,000 rubles for improvements; the 
city 26,000. This place is a proof.of the ad¬ 
vantages of despotic power, when wielded by 

• • 

enlightened despots. The world in general has 

had to lament the despotic use of pow£r, but 

Russia has derived # morc advantages from it 

since the days of Peter the Great, than the 

world ever suffered evil from it. 

The port is good, and beginning td thrive: 

there are eight sail of square-rigged vessels here 

at present, and mafiy small craft. In’the roads 

lie three sail of the line: th$ itfarva, with the 

flag of my acquaintance, Admiral Lazareff; 

* * 

the Pultawa, and the Nesnoy. These ships all 
look remarkably well. 'There is likew^4^a» 
man-of-war brig and a schooner, 
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• We breakfasted at an inn in the Square, 
kept by Mademoiselle W.; pretty kellner- 
inns. At one o’clock we went over the water, 
in a man-of-war’s launch, to Sveaborg. We 
called upon, the Commandant, who sent us 
qne of his clerks to show us the fortress. It 
is intrinsically strong, very f * strong; but the 
Russians seem to neglect the works a good 
deal. Most ©f the gun-boats and galleys are 
rotting in* a large excavated dock, made by 
the Swedes, for building line-of-battle ships in. 
The tomb of Ehren sward is beautiful and in- 
teresting: it represents, ip bronze, a Roman 
galley piercing a large block of granite, (the 
sarcophagus,) over which is a shield, sword, and 
helmet. There is a simple inscription in Swed¬ 
ish. Gustavus III, raised the tomb of Ehren- 
sjvard. This officer erected the fortress in 
the 1748. 

After seeing all that was worthy of notice 
in the citadel, I endeavoured, but in vain, to 
.get a boat and go on board of the Narva, to 
pay my respects to Admiral Lazareff; Failing 
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in this, we returned to Helsingfors in.the same 

,v* 

boat which had taken us over. It is the duty 
of three of these boats to go backwards and 
forwards several times a day for the public 

convenience, and for this the crews receive no 

0 

gratuity whatever. The appearance of the 

* 

Russian soldiery on duty is beautiful, but off 

V 

duty, poor, mean, and slovenly. There is a 
division of superb riflemen in the*city, (Chas¬ 
seurs of Finland,) extremely well equipped and 
drilled. Sveaborg might accommodate a very 
large number of troops: the materieT is im- 

■* v 

mense; but most qf the guns are dismounted, 
and the outer ramparts are very much ne- 
glected. The enceinte is better looked to. The 
soldiery seem to have enough to do'to escort 
backwards and forwards the convicts, whose 
dep6t is in Sveaborg,* aboard of an old hulk. , 

<j * ^ L . 1 

The exports of Helsingfors * are principally 

planks, salt fish, and tar, to the amount of 

* 

seven or eight millions of rubles. The imports 
are wines and colonial produce, manufactured 
goods, hardware, &e. seven millions. The Rus- 
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sians are Jblo wing up the rocks amid which the 
city stands, and bringing them into the place 
for building; they will convert a heap of rocks 
into a beautiful city, should this beneficent 
policy of Alexander be followed up. From all 
that I see and learn, Finland is as yet much 
the gainer by the change of protectors. 

Helsingfors is admirably calculated for com¬ 
merce, in the centre of a line of coast, with a 

beautiful inner harbour^ and a fine outer road- 
* 

stead; a fortress, and a province abounding in 
excellent roads, by means of which to transmit 
commerce rapidly. Population will follow when 
commerce leads the way. 

In the evening we strolled about the place, 

i 

and went* to see a conjuror with learned dogs. 
He was a funny old fellow, speaking a mix¬ 
ture of Italian and bad French. ^Little beauty, 
and less fashion: Passports vised ; but no tax 
thereon. 

Sept. 24.—We left Helsingfors at 7h. 30m. 
a. M. in heavy rain, having been shamefully 
cheated by the landlord, whom I threatened 



ROUTE FROM HELSINGFORS. 


107 


with a report to the police. A few wersts on 
the road is old Helsingfors, with some iron¬ 
works and water. 

* 

To Henricksdal, one mile and a half, the 

country is open. To Sibbo, one mile and 

three-quarters; cloudy and rainy; roads good, 

ToVeckaski, one* friile and a quarter; excellent 

* 

roads. To Bovga, one mile and a quarter; su¬ 
perb roads. This* town is situated-on a river, 

has a cathedral and a bishop; here *are a few 

• * 

boats. We were detained for horses half an 

hour. To Illby, one mile; good roads through 

forests. After passing Illby, we had some 

famous charges* down hill to Forrsby, one mile 

% 

and five-sixteenths. The country to Pcrno, 
one mile and eleven-twelfths, is more open, 

t 

with good roads; arm of the sea. Upon leav- 
ing Perno we came to’a hill. Jibbing horses—r 

• i 

we were obliged 'to send Sack to the post- 
house for others. Relay idem. The same fate 
befell a stray carriage. It would seem that 

a 

* In Finland, as in Sweden, you gallop down all the hills, 
fojr'the horses will not hold back. 
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all the* horses of the station were in a league 
against travellers. Shoulder to wheel success¬ 
ful. To^ Lovisa, one mile and three-eighths, 

r _ * 

pretty town, and clean. Here is a Russian 
post, and here our passports were examined. 
To Holmgard, one mile and five-eighths, beau¬ 
tiful roads winding among 'granite rocks and 
through forests of fir. 

At ten wersts from Holmgard, charging 
a la Finnoise down a hill in the dark, we came 

C 4 

violently in contact with a rock; the shock 
was enough to have broken any but a very 
strongly-built carriage into a thousand pieces. 
However, thus far all was safe; but upon 
breasting a hill just in our front, the horses 
jibbed, and running the britchkha violently 

j 

against (as I believe) the same rock, turned 

^ 4-1 

us completely over, threw the postboy into 
the woods and Jonas uporl the rocks. We 
scrambled out to pick him up: he lay groan¬ 
ing, and vowing that his leg was broken. This 
was a li+tle ruse on* his part, to distract our 
attention from the fractured carriage to his 
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limb. Fortunately, no bones were broken. 
After having dispatched the postboy upon one 
of his own horses to the next post for as¬ 
sistance, we succeeded in lighting ode of the 
lamps by means of phosphoric matches, and 
examined the state of the .vehicle. 'No injury 
was sustained, sav^ the staving in of the ca¬ 
liche, and the fracture of thfc strap which binds 
the fore train to Jhe hinder, near the driving- 
bolt (or maschio), and one lamp. Ofikcs now 
mounted upon one of the remaining 'bare¬ 
backed horses, and went back to* Hoi regard 

for aid, while I stayed watching the carriage 

« 

and encouraging Jonas, whose fall (more like 
that of Vulcan than Phaeton) was likely to 
produce sad consequences to his peripatetics. 
“ Oh !” said he, “ that I should ever have come 
to thjs; I that have driven to J'ome© and to 
Drontheim twenty^ times w.'.th ; Englishmen, 
and never was upset before. Oh the pretty 
travelling-carriage! that has come so many 
hundred miles safely, and is now broken to 
pieces!” &c. &c. “Better,” said I, “Jonas, 
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that the . carriage should be broken than your 

neck.” “ Oh no !” said he, “ I had rather die 

■«* k 

a hundred times over than that this should 

happen.” At length I turned his lamentation 

into ridicule, by saying, “ Well then, suppose 

you were killed, what should I do with your 

dead body ? I could not carry it on to Pcters- 

burgh, for it would not keep so far. I could 

not send it hack to Copenhagen from hence; 

and if I were to bury it in the woods here, 

the Bears and wolves would have it, and then 

« 

what* would your old wife say at Copenhagen ? 
Besides,” said 1 to him, “ it is all the fault of 
your godmothers and godfathers who gave you 
the unlucky name of Jonas.” Upon this he 
began to laugh, and there was an end to his 
lamentations for himself, but he almost wept 
for his* lost .driving-gjoves. After waiting 

above an hour, s^me people came with torches 
made of split fir-wood, and lighted at one end, 
to help me; and, after immense labour, I suc¬ 
ceeded in lifting the carriage out of the hole 
* 

into which it had fallen, putting it by main 
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force upon its legs, and securing all with lash¬ 
ings, &c. 

At half-past eleven, Oakes returned with 
people from Holmgard, but found me all ready 
to start. At twelve p.m. we reached Pyttis, a 
post-house, (sixteen and. a half wersts from 
'Holmgard,) with^only one bed, and no provi¬ 
sions. Here we made oui* respective bivouacs, 

9 • 

laying old Jonas out at length uppn the carriage 
cushions on the floor, bathing his contused limb 
with spirits and water, and bandaging the same. 

I went to rest at half-past two. 

Sept. 25 ,—In the morning, a number of 
Russian powder-waggons, with an escort of 
infantry, passed by Pyttis. We pulled old 
‘Jonas off his bivouac, and hoisted him upon 
his driving-box, in spite of his protestations of 
inability to perform his functions as charioteer. 

At eight, we l$ft' Pyttis, .ancf soon came in 
sight of Aberfors, with entrenchments, ai;d a* 
river in its front, and with a waterfall. Braby 
is eleven wersts from Pyttis. Here are some, 
iron-works. The view of Frederickshamn, 
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twenty wersts from Braby, is beautiful, with 
its river or arm of the sea, green cupolas, and 
spires. Frederickshamn is celebrated as the 
place where the Treaty of Peace between Swe- 
den and Russia was signed in 1809- By this 
treaty, all Finland, as far as the river Tornea; 
together with the Islands of Aland, was ceded 
to Russia. In the year 1822, Frederickshamn 
was nearly destroyed ty fire. 

Near Granvick, seventeen wersts, we were 
nearly ujsset by charging down hill into a drove 
of cattle, scfme of which we actually drove 
over. Beyond this post of Granvick, we had 
again jibbing horses: the roads were hilly, but 
excellent. At Peterlax, seventeen wersts, the 
roads were beautiful; people extremely savage, 
and long-bearded, drunken, poor, and miserably 
lodged. "Near this are - the famous granite 
quarries, but the road to them is so execrable, 
that I did not wish to trust our already shaken 
vehicle upon it, so we saw not the hewing out 
of pillars for St. Isaac’s Church at Petersburgli.* 

* All are hewn out and placed upon their pedestals. 
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An arm of the sea comes up to feterlax. 
Hereabouts the forests abound with birch-trees. 
To Urpala, sixteen wersts, between which post 
and Sackjarvi, (sixteen and a half w’ersts,) the 

t 

{<■'*— 

roads are excellent; the forests, fir a Nisala$ is 
fifteen wersts. Here is an excellent post-house, 
"and here we sto$pfd for the night. Good sup¬ 
per, bottle of claret, and clean beds. 

Sept. 26.— We left Nisalax ,at t 6h. 30m. 
Rain, and forests, and .good roads to Wiborg, 
fifteen and a half wersts : we reached tins capi- 
tal of the province at ten o’clock.. This is a 
beautiful town, and is regularly fortified. Green 
cupolas and roofs, facades of houses of yellow 
stucco, he. are its characteristics. Good wide 
’streets and spacious squares. Costumes a /’ Ori¬ 
entate. We drove to the post-house, where we 
found excellent accommodation^ Here we got 
a Padaroshna, or or-der for post-horses to Peters- 
burgh for 2r. 88cop, Passports vises. We Jeft 
Wiborg at 12h. 30m. It rained hard, so we 
abandoned the idea of Baron Nicolay’s house 
and garden, which I had intended visiting. 


VOL i. 
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r 

having a r letter of recommendation to him from 

Lady Pembroke. To Lillpero eighteen wersts: 

to Hotacka seventeen wersts. The country 

more open. Wretched log villages, with gables 

to .the street,, as in Hungary.* Bearded heads 

thrust out of -holes in said gables, meant td 

* 

represent windows (Saracen’^ f Head in Cheap- 
side). Many soldiers lying about the roads. 

9 t 

To Kyrala thirteen wersts. Soldiers, bad roads, 
bad horses- and hills. , Pan] pal a fifteen wersts. 
Here V'a good post-house, but with nothing 

vi’ i 

to eat; the. sbldiery having devoured all. We 
found a nice old worinan, who spoke good Ger¬ 
man, and had formerly been the post-mistress : 
# 

she interpreted for us. We had eighteen eggs 
for supper, out of which nine or ten had young 
chickens in them/ We "found to console us a 
bottle of good? Sauterne wine. I planted a 
sentry over the carriage for the night* dreading 
larceny from Russian soldiery. He got forty 

* Query—Is all this wretchedness the result of sewage ,, 

■ for we are now among serfs? 

The log-houses arc excellent illustrations of the origin of 
the llustic style of Architecture. 
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copecks for Ills night’s work, and was well 
pleased. 

Sept. 27.—We set off at six o’clock for Ki- 
vinebb, thirteen'worsts : rain, bad roads, dcten- 

f 

tion for horses. The clowns excessively drunken 
and savage, with rude carts and rough coats. 

Rajajoki thirtecfe wersts. Here we came to a 
bad pave*, partially broken up.* The first llus- 
sian station is on5 and a half wdhsfcs from the 
post-house of Rajajoki. • At Beloastr&fF, twelve 

wersts; here you pay three copecks additional 

• • 

per horse per werst. Custom-house* and rigo¬ 
rous search. Some 3 *oung R ussian gentlemen, 
who had been to see the Cataract? of Imatra, 
overtook us here: they had broken down their 

Petersburgh carriage, ,ap& were driving through 

•\ r v *• . • 

mud and rain in the Wretched carts of the 

w • 

country: they who had no baggage/ excepting- 

their sacs de nuit, Were as rigorously visited as 

ourselves. We left the Customs at 12h. 80fh. 

• 

having been detained about half-an-hour. Be¬ 
yond BeloastrafF, towards 'Drar ischnikoff, is a 
superb country-house, with portico, wings, and 

I 2 
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pavilions., tower and flag-staff; a good speci¬ 
men of a llussian palais de campagne . This 

beautiful house belongs to the Grand Duke 

-- • 

Michael. Dranischnikoff is * fifteen wersts : 
here you pay ten copecks per horse per werst. 
The pave is pretty good. 

At about ten wersts fro in Dranischnikoff, 

i 

you get a view o’f the spires and cupolas of St. 
Petersburg!i (eighteen and a half wersts). We 
reached the barrier at five o’clock. Here they 

t « 

made a show of revisiting our baggage, but 

• * 

three roubles settled that matter to our mutual 
satisfaction, and we drove on. Our Padaroslma 
was taken from us here. I know of nothing 
in the world at all equal to the first view of the 
Neva; the Fortress, the Palace, the Admiralty, 
and the thousand splendid edifices which stand 

upon the magnificent quays of the Neva. The 

• . 

green and gilt spires and cupolas glittering in 
thd evening sun, produced a ravishing effect. 
Stone bridges, or, what would be better, sus- 
pension ones, over the Neva, are all that is 
wanting to make this empress of cities perfect; 
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but, alas ! nothing can be so. After some diffi¬ 
culty, we succeeded in finding out the quarter 
we were in quest of, and the house of an Eng- 

c 

lisli-woman where we intended to lodge: so 

here we are at 197, Galernoy Oulitza, le Quay 

• * 

Galeres , or English back line, — a street 
parallel to the $fJva, and .immediately behind 

the English Quay, where stand all the hand- 

• • 

some palaces. We are well lodged, and upon 

moderate terms. Old Jonas pretends .that his 

t&g is very bad, but contrives to limp about 

« 

pretty well. We are exactly six weeks and 
two days from LonTlon. The whole journey 
has stood us in about sixty-nine pounds ster¬ 
ling each ; cheap enough for 1600 miles. Good 
dinner and Chateau-margeaux, and gopd beds 
at twelve o’clock. ^So, good night! 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Cursory View of St. Petersburgh.—Iouian Opera.—Society. 
— Alarm respecting Cholera. — Mademoiselle Sontag’s 
Concert.—Casan Church, and Gasttjnoi Dvhor.—Columns 
of St. Isaac’s Church.—Church of St. Alexander Newski. 
—Th^ Hermitage.—Reflections upon the past and pre¬ 
sent history of Petersburgh.—Church of St. Peter and 
St. Paul.—Illumination of Barracks.—Corps des Mines.— 
Cabinet of Natural History.—Academy of Pain ling and 
Sculpture.—Concert.—Visit to Paulofsk and Tsarsko-selo. 
— Cronstadt. 

I r « 

,, i 

* i 

Sept. 28.—I could not sleep long, fronS'Cu- 
riosity tp see the city ; so, early after breakfast, 
I sallied out to leave my letters with Lord 
•Heytesbury, and to get a general idea of the 

city. It surpasses all my previous conceptions. 

# 

r 

The statue of Peter the Great is a masterpiece* 

of art, both for beauty of execution, poising, 

' * 

and the magnitude of the whole mass. The 

granite-rock upon which it stands, has been too 

* « 

much travaillc, and does not look like nature. 

i ' 
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The Admiralty, the Imperial Residence, the 
Triumphal Arch, with its car and horses and 
Victory, the Perspectives, the Colonnade of 
Isaac’s Church (not yet finished), the Palace of 
the Senate, and a hundred other* magnificent 
objects, meet the eye in all directions. The 
blue and clear NfeVa, the Quays, the vast float¬ 
ing bridges, /the Custom-house, the Rostral 
Columns, <Sce. make on the whole* the finest* 
coup d'ceil in the wofld. ■ One is’ however, 

struck by tbe want of equipages and popula- 

• • 

tion in this vast city. The troops arc beautiful, 
more particularly tlte regiment of Paulovitz 
Grenadiers, with the ancient brass-cap of the 
Russian grenadier. By the bye, my excellent 
friend Sir Edward Codrington is hcr§, and I 
have written a note to his hotel. The gal- 
lant chief is gone with the Emperor down to • 
Cronstadf; I hope* to see Sim to-morrow. In 

* 9 

the afternoon, Mr. Wilmot, of the Embassy,.to 
whom I had brought a letter, called. His 

• i 

account of Petersburgli is not encouraging. 
Nous verrons. 

*• 

We dined at home, in company with Mr. 
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Clay, the American Secretary of Legation, 

and an American merchant: from this latter 

person I heard the melancholy account of poor 
« 

Mr. Huskisson’s tragical fate. It would seem 
as if the Duke of W-n were destined to see 

a 

all his antagonists fair at his feet. Here is now 
an end of the Canning part/ ‘in the "House of 
Commons. 

After dinner we went to the Italian Opera 
in the Grande Salle, ft was “ Tancredi.” Ma- 

t ■ 

dame Sehobarleckner sang the part of Arne- 
*■ 

naidc very well: La Skirola played the hero 

tolerably ; she has a fine "voice, but little faci- 

* 

lity and execution. Bohme played delight¬ 
fully, on the violin, that sweet solo in the 

commencement of the second act. The Salle 

* * «. 

is pretty and large, but extremely empty; 

• the seats .are commodious and particularly 

« . 

clean. They arc so many arm-chairs. Here I 
found Capt. Codrington, who had not been of 
the party to Cronstadt,- owing to some mal 
entenda with Prince Lieven. 

Oakes talks of flying away shortly to Italy, 

m ® 
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via Warsaw. I encourage liim in the notion, 

as I do not think he will be pleased here, for 

he is merely in the pursuit of pleasure. 

# 

Sept. 29 .—Breakfast with the Codringtons, 

at Hotel Demoot; I met there young Count 

Heyden and Admiral Rrusens'tern. I found 

Sir Edward delig&ted with the Emperor’s kind 

reception and # treatment; indeed it is a thing 

quite unparalleled. His Imperial JMajesty ac- 
• > 

tually steered him in the boat and helped him 

* ♦ 

at dinner, repeatedly shaking him by the hand, 

and treating him as he would li seve done an 

etpial, or a very 0 I 4 I and dear friend. From 

thence 1 went to the Police office* for Carte de 

« 

residence. I dined chez Dubois, restaurateur 
r rancors. 

* ■ ' 

At ten o’clock I drove to Sir E. Codrington’s, 

who was so good*as*to take ifle in Bis suite to 

. . • * 
Madame la Conrtcssc de Laval’s ball at the 

Islands. Here I was at once presented 'into* 
the society of Petersburg. I found an acquain¬ 
tance in the person of the beautiful Madame de 
Ficquelmont, the wife of the Austrian Ambas- 
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sador; and I was presented to the belle of 
Petersburgh, Madame Zavadowska, also to 

another belle, Madame la Princesse Youssoii- 

< 

poff. The young ladies of the house arc very 
charming people: I had had the pleasure of 
knowing one of the married daughters at Vi¬ 
enna, namely, Madame de L^pzheldern. 

The alarm in society about the cholera 

i 

morbus, which is devastating* the interior, sur- 

* 

rounds Moscow, and has even reached Tver, 
between the two capitals, is extraordinary; 
indeed it is‘a dreadful scourge, and should it 
reach the two cities will Jay them waste, and 
perhaps devastate the whole of Europe. 

i 

' The Russians seem delighted with our Ad¬ 
miral, and all the ladies make soft eyes at him. 
Every one speaks in raptures of him. I am 

fortunate in meeting so* kind a friend here, 
m » • 

who can be so useful to me in society. The 

‘Russians dance well and dress well; the wo- 
. # > v 

men are generally plain, but the men hand¬ 
some. The mazurka‘was danced with great 
spirit and grace by many, both ladies and gen- 
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tlemen. We remained here until about three 
o’clock, when we went home in the Admiral’s 
carriage. 

Sept. SO.—Bre'akfast at eleven o’clock. After 

which I called upon Baron Nicolay, a. la mai- 

son Tehapline, but did not* find him at home: 

from thence I walfeed to Demoot’s to see the 

Fullertons and the Admiral; not at home: to 

the Austrian Embhssy to call upon Madame de 

Ficquelmont; not at home. So I returned to 

th§ Galernoy Oulitza, quite tired with my 

walk, 'to look at a carriage and horses, Vhich 

I must hire by the month. In the evening we 

went to Mademoiselle Son tag’s concert, which 

was very well attended. Here 1 had an oppor- 
♦ 

tunity of paying my court to several fine 

ladies. At night I ||udied the English papers, 

which Mr. Clay was so good as’to lencl me. , 

• • • 

October 1st. — Unites tit voiturc chez les 
Codrington, Fullerton, Nicolay, Kdtchubey? et ' 
Laval. Dinner at the Ambassadors, where 
we met the Codrington party. In the evening • 
the Russian play, and the Fullertons, where, 
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we danced and sang. From hence to Ma¬ 
dame de Ficquelmont’s, where I met my! old 
friends the Marquis Rezende and the Cheva- 

C V , 

licr Almeida, of the Brazilian mission, and 

made several new acquaintances ; among others 

the Kassakowski, to whose house I am invited 

for the Sunday evenings. * 

Oct. 2.—I called on Admiral Krusenstern.* 

In the afternoon we visited the Gasan church 

and the Gastenoi Dvhor. I was a good deal 
« « 

amused with the genuflexions, kissings, cross- 
ings, ice. Of the devots in the Gasan church, 
which is a splendid edif ce; but its vaulted 
ceilings are finished in stucco and paint, in¬ 
stead of marble and bas reliefs. KutusofFs 

l 

tomb is here, without any monument, save 
the eagles and standards which he captured. 

■ i- 

, The columns of polished purple granite, with 

^ (| 1 

their bronze pedestals and "capitals, are mag¬ 
nificent. Tim Holy of Holies is not worth see- 

* The famous Russian .circumnavigator, and now Go- 
\eriior of the Naval Cadet College (for a description of 
.which ride. Granville). 
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ing. No women are here admitted, th® Greek 
church considering them as unworthy. There 
arg&ome tolerable paintings in tliis church, and 
a great deal of gfcld, silver, pearls, and precious 
stones lavished about altars, railings* Madonnas, 

&c. The exterior of the*churcK, with its Co- 

• 

rinthian colonnade' and bronze gates and sta- 
tues, is imposing. It is, however, but a petty 
imitation of St. Pfcter’s, mixed up with statues 

from St. John Lateran. • The Gastenoi Dvhor 

. . * • 

is not worth seeing: it is the national bazaar, 

under vaulted passages: we saw few people or 
things worth seeing. . 

From hence we went to examine4he columns 
of St. Isaac’s Church. There are forty-eight, 
of them. They tell me they are seventy feet 
high, of one solid shaft; they do not appear 
to be half the height. They are * splendid 
masses of beautiful gran iff, but produce no 
effect, for such is the vastness of the plan, the 
extent of the site, and the magnitude of all the 
surrounding edifices, that* poor St. Isaac seems 
lost in the space. Catharine began this church. 
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in marble, Paul finished it in brick, Alexander 
pulled it down, and Nicholas is trying tlie efc- 

T *1 

feet of wood.* I think it will be a failing 

It should have been Doric, and not .Corinthian. 

This evening I must go to the Italian Opera, 

and to the Princess Youssoupoff’s. 

The opera was “ Edoardo c Cristina.” Nic- 

colini, the tenor, acquitted himself very well in 

the affefnoso parts; La Skirola pretty well as 

the hero; Mademoiselle Melas, the heroine, 

»» 

very well indeed; hut her voice is not agree¬ 
able ; it is cracked. Tosi was assex mal. The 
decorations were superb. .The Russians do not 
affect the Italian Opera. I understand that the 

4 

Princess Youssoupoff docs not receive, so that 
Ivourakin, who is to present me, takes me 

i 

home with him. 

Oct. 3.—We went, after breakfast, to see the 

fi ^ 

famous church and convent of St. Alexander 
Newski. It is a fine building, and contains ’ 

* “ The Currier, much wiser than all put together, 

Said, Believe me, my friends, there is nothing like 
leather.” 
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a vast many tombs and valuable shrines, &c.; 
but, above all, that of the Saint* himself, in 

Solid silver, weighing ninety-seven poods, (each 

* \ 

* i 

pood is thirty-six pounds English,) = 3492 
* 

pounds. 

The has peuple were kissing the picture of 

the Saint with go^Jt energy, and wiping their 

eyes with a tqwel which lay upon the tomb. 

This towel is supposed to possess miraculous 

virtues, (which must of. necessity bo renewed 

in every fresh towel.) Here are pictures of 

Peter the Great and Catherine II.*? and the 

« 

tomb <jf Suvaroff, Mdoradovitch,f and many 

V 

others, too numerous to mention or to recol- 
lect. The convent smells horridly of caviar 
aiid rancid oil. The cemetery of the church is 

a sort of Pore la Chaise, and contains some 

* 

good»specimens of Tiative sculpture. 

We next visited that sd|>erb palace, the 
ermitage, to give a description*of wlioSc 

* He was the soldier, who first taught the Russians to 
beat the Swedes. * 

+ Miloradovitch was killed in the lamentable affair of the 
14-26th December, 1825. , m 
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treasures# would require volumes; suffice it to 
say, that it is the most magnificent of all the 
magnificent things of the sort which I have 
ever seen'in the course of my extensive pere¬ 
grinations. . The vases, of native porphyry, 
agate, jasper, and porcelain alone exceed all 
valuation. Russia need nm^envy Home her 
verd antique ; her Siberian green marble being 
nearly equal, to that of the ancients. There 
arc many* splendid paintings, particularly the 
Paul Potter,* the Murillos, Claudes, Wouver- 
mans,*and*Rcmbrandts ; some fine Vandykes ; 
one doubtful Raphael; Jbut, as I apprehend, 
a good fiiany copies among them. Most of 

r 

them I had seen before in Italy and Germany. 

When I consider that, 150 years ago, the 
site of Petersburgh was a morass and forest, 
find when I contemplate the wonderful splen- 

t 

dour of all around me in this magnificent city, 

I am lost in admiration of the genius of that 
* 

great man, who, out of an uninhabitable desert, 
has raised such an imperial residence, to be the 


* La Vaehc qui pisse. 
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sovereign of the north, and the most'splendid 
of European cities. His^ successors, indeed, 

* s* 

have shown themselves worthy of him, for 

• ' 

they have.continued, and still do continue, to 
follow up all his plans; nay, the Emperdr a 

# few days ago told Sir E* Codrington, that the 

• |' T ' ' 

Government were yet behind Peter in his 
magnificent conceptions and designs, and that 

although they endeavoured, as fast as possible, 

1 ■ * - 

to follow up and to Complete all* his* plans, 

still that there remained an infinity to be done 

• • 

to execute them, and to render them worthy 
of their great projector. I cannot help, how¬ 
ever, thinking, that in this matter* fnpy adhere 
a little too strictly to his projects; for we 
should not forget that the times since Jus days 
are considerably altered, and that the same 
necessities no longer |xi$t: what might liavb, 
been very desirable to Peter, * may be per- 
nicious to Nicholas. For instance, why tfpn- 
t^ ^ to build men-of-war on the bank of 
t . shallow Neva, at the expense of camels,* 

and the certainty of straining the ships iSB^ 

•• 

VOL, I. K 
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transporting them oyer the bar to Cronstadt, 
when they possess such a port as Revai? 
Russia is now the mistress of the Baltic, and 


need not, since the acquisition of Finland,/ear 
an "invasion 1 of the capital through that once 
vulnerable frontier, 6r an insult of her ports 

by the Swedish flotilla. She should remove her 

■* 

naval arsenal to Revai, and her capital to Mos¬ 
cow, the CouK always reserving to itself the 
right of paising |)art of the year at Petersburgh. 

•* ■ f-'. 

After rapidly reviewing the Hermitage, I 
went fo a morning concert at Madame Simon- 
offska’s. * Here there were very few people, 
and fewer singers. At eleven o’clock, I went 
to a splendid* ball at the Comtesse Ivasakow- 
ska’s, where we danced mazurk, waltz, gal- 
lopade, and" quadrille, until four o’clock in 

the morning. 1 , 1 

* 

I made several charming Acquaintances. 

0ct. 4.—We visited the fortress of the Neva, 
and the Church of St. Peter and St. Paul, 


which contains the fombs of t^a Imperial fa¬ 
mily, including Peter the Grea- and Alexan-, 
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der, with their wives and families. Here is a 


chandelier in ivory, made by Peter the Great. 
Abundance of Turkish trophies ornament the 
walls, together with keys of fortresses, &c. &c. 
some French eagles taken at Frjedland, and 


a good many Polish banners ’taken by Su- 

• , j » 

varoff at Prague.; The Mint is contained in 


the fortress: .the steam-engines are made in 
England. Afterwards I called oi> young Prince 


< • 

Alexander Gallitzin, the cousin., of »my friend 
Prince Serge Gallitzin; and from thence went 


to dine at Comte Gritti’s, whefo we* made 


some music with grpat success. I was much 

'mi 

amused during dinner by one qf "the com- 

A 'Xf . • 

pany, a Prince Gallitzin, quoting my book 
of Travels to Constantinople, he n<5t know¬ 
ing me to be the author of the same! I am 

told* it is published in French ancT in Rua- 

, # . ^ 

sian !!! I do not believe thfe, and cannot help 

A 

thinking that it must be the book either of * 
M‘Farlane or Madden. 


After dinner, we drove to see the illumina- • 

tions at the Caserne of the Gard£ k Cheval and 

-t* 


K 2 
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Ismailowski Guards. This is the hundredth 
anniversary of the institution of the said regi¬ 
ments, and the Emperor has attended at a-fetC 
given by ‘them to commemorate the circum¬ 
stance. The illuminations were very beautiful 
and tasty, particularly that of the Garde h 
Cheval— a la Chinoise . A 4 great many equi¬ 
pages and people were assembled, but all were 
of the most orderly and qttiet conduct: in 
short, no one seemed to be the least amused, 
but every thing was as still as death. There 
were plenty" of policemen to keep order. No 
picking pockets or breaking heads and win¬ 
dows : so much the better; we came to see 

r 

the illuminations, and not to be hustled. Our 
gallant Admiral has been of the piiyty to-day, 
but as 1 have not yet been presented at Court, 
J have hot been invited. ^To-day I sent in 
my name for that Ai honour, which I hope soon 

‘ to diave. 

. ' ’< 

Oct. 5.—We visited the Corps des Mines, 

‘ which certainly is onfe of the most interesting 
and beautiful things of the sort in Europe. The" 
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models of the mines and machinery *are very 
curious. It appeared to me that hydraulic 
science is rather behind here. The specimens 
of minerals are, indeed, most splendid and cu¬ 


rious, more particularly the coppers, with* all 
.their accompanying malachites. The speci¬ 
mens of arms •from Toula, &e. &c\ are ex- 
tremely creditable to the state of that parti¬ 
cular art in Russia. In short, she has made, 
and continues to mak&, immense progress in 
every thing; it is in vain to attempt to conceal 
the fact. 


Peter the Great •founded the College of 
Mines, but the splendid edifice Whiqji at pre¬ 
sent contains all its treasures, was built at a 
• , • 

much later period, and was only completed in 

the year 1819. 

. * * 

The Great Hall of Conference, prnamentecb 
with portraits of the late and reigning Empe- . 
rors, as weL as by those of the Directors and 

Ministers who have presidtd over the institu- 

• • 

tion, is 350 feet in length, and is supported by 
white columns of scagliola. 
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I shall not attempt to give a description of 
this tmrivalled collection of minerals* but shall 
refer my readers to Dr. Granville’s very good 

t 

account of its The gigantic aqua marina, and 
the' enormous block of malachite, the latter 

a 

weighing ninety-six poods, arp specimens unique 
of their kind. 

The locale in itself is sufficiently beautiful to 
excite the admiration of all connoisseurs. 
t Nothing can exceed the beauty of the long 

galleries, supported by green and yellow scag- 

. *<*« . .. . 
liola columns, with painted ceilings and inlaid 

floors. Nor is it possible to conceive any thing 

better arranged for effect, than the whole of 

the specimens contained in this superb col- 

c * 

lection. 

i * 

The Russians understand, in a supreme de- 
*gree, the art of producing effect, and of inspir- 

* c/» * 

„ ing the stranger with sentiments of awe and 

* 

admiration upon visiting all their public esta- 
blishments. 

We now defended into an arched passage 
mnder ground, made to show the nature of a 
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• ^ 

mine, with its various strata and .veins of 
metals, &c. 

After this we went to see the Cabinet of 
Natural History, containing, among other 
things, the mammoth, the stuffed .skin of Peter 
the Great’s gigantic servant, “ the Monarch’s 
horse, and a figure of himself, attired in his 
own clothes.. The tools with which he worked, 

and with which lie taught his nation, that they 

* • 

might work also; his •turning-lathe; an ivory 
chandelier, and a variety of his own produc¬ 
tions, are extremely interesting, 'and give rise 
to many reflections.. What a pity that so great 
a man should have dipped his ‘hands in the 
blood of his own son! He could, indeed, tame 
the Itussian bears, but he could ‘not tame 
himself. 

!Diner chez Corn's: Soirfo chez Madanqe 
Ficquelmont. 

Oct. 6.—We went to the Academy of Paint- 
ing and Sculpture. . Here we saw many very 
bad and few very good paintings, some fine* 
architectural drawings of intended embellish^ 
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merits, a j? great many casts from the antique, 

some fine rooms, and handsome women. 

' 1 ^ , 

The beaux arts have not yet made much 
progress in Russia, but their day will come. I 
have seen wprse specimens among more and 
longer civilized nations. 

After this we went to a concert for Madame 
Sessi, at the Soei6t6 Philharmonique. I only 
arrived in time to hear a Russian duet exe¬ 
cuted by Mademoiselles Sontag and Madame 
Scliobarleckner, in a minor key. 

I was presented by Count Gritti to Madame 
la Gencrale de Bazaine: she is^a dilettante , and 
has invited me to her house. 

At six o’clock I dined at Madame dc Laval’s, 
where I met a brilliant reunion of ladies and 

h * L 
. ^ 

gentlemen. In the evening, the French co¬ 
medy and Madame de Ficquelmont’s box. 

Oct. 7.—This morning we made an abortive 
attempt; to get on board the steamer for Cron- 

1 -r 

stadt, but, owing to a mistake of our servant's, 
we arrived upon the quay the very nqtoment in 
which the boat was pushing off; so we returned ’ 
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f- 

home, and ordered four horses and a*caleehc 

to drive us over to Tsarsko-selo and Paulofsk. 

\ 1 

We visited the latter of these palaces first. It 
contains nothing" very remarkable, save some 
handy work of the Empress Paul, dier daugh¬ 
ters, and maids of honour. The grounds are 
extensive, and beautifully laid out a VAnglaise. 
Here is a diminutive montagne Rime , and a 
pretty satte a danger in the Pavilion den Roses, 

all the ornaments of • which are 'wreathed 

• • 

with roses. The Grand Duchess Michael is 
residing here. We saw two of lid* children 
in the garden. Here* are likewise a conserva¬ 
tory and hot-houses, heated by steam. The 
distance between Paulofsk , and Tsarsko-selo 
is three wersts. This latter is a splendid 
palace, standing in the midst of beautiful 
grounds, and having close to it* a pretty town/ 

* jl* * 

tastefully laid out Vith wide streets, running 
at right angles to each other.* I shall riot at- 
temjbt to describe this palace; suffice it to men- 

* Here is quartered a superb regiment of Hussars of the 
Guard. T " 
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tion the magnificent Chapel of gold and jet, 

of pictures and of carving; the apartments of 

' ^ ' 

the Empress Elizabeth, tlie wife of Alexander, 

r 

left at her death as they wer£ during her life- 

i 

time; then the apartments of the great and 
good Alexander liirfiself, his little camp-bed, 
with its paillasse; his simple* toilette, with the 
brushes, looking-glass, tincture, «of myrrh, &c. 
&c. his unifofm-coat, his boots, hats, epaulettes, 
&c. &c.: ' all these of the plainest and least 

f * j 

” ostentatious or luxurious description, denpte 
* 1 

the artless and simple character of the monarch,; 


and his contempt for the splendour and frivo¬ 
lities of royal life. One cannot enter thus into 

the privacy, as it ,were, of the great departed, 

> * ' 

without a solemn and chastened, sort of feeling, 

■Yfe. 

a reverential, but mournful sensation. I re- 
' membered to have seen this monarch in Eng-' 
land, when at the, acme of his glory in 1814, 
and now I have visitej|his tomb, and bent over 
bis empty bed, and his deserted toilette table! 
His poor Empress,I who tenderly loved him, 


f 


although for many yrars they were not happy 
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together, did not long survive him. She died 
of a broken heart, three months after his death. 
But of this enough! The Amber Chamber 
did not please me; it is heavy and tasteless, 
and has suffered a good deal from a fire, which 
nearly destroyed the whole building. The fire- 
engines being all* in Petersburg!!, arrived after 
much mischief. had been done. One of these 
came in fifty-nine minutes; the distance is 
twenty-two wersts. Thfey should have^Braith- 
waite’s steam locomotive fire-engine. The 
Chinese Chamber, the Glass Chamber, the Jas¬ 
per Chamber, the Great Dining-room, and a 
few others, are deserving of notice.' I. thought 
the ornaments, gold upon white satin, very 

beautiful in the state apartments. I never saw 

«& - 1 l • 

any thing equal to the beauty of the inlaid par- 

* * • • 

quefted floors. The scagliola walls.of some of* 

-.4 * 

the cabinets are very pretty* 

The Hermitage, wit^its descending ftbtes, 
a whim of Catharine the Second, is worth visit- 
ing, but has been so often describcd that I shall 
say nothing about it. The gardens are quite- 
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a PAnglaise, the walks are beautifully kept 
up, the lakes are clear and pretty ^Ihe rostral 
column to Feodor Orloff, the triumphal arches, 
made rivers, montagnes Musses, Music-Hall, 

v * 

Egyptian pyramid, obelisks, a bronze nymph 
and pitcher, ( <f My charming girl, my friend 
and pitcher,”) the farm, &es &re all very well 
worth seeing, and produce a varied scene and 
charming effect. We had the honour of wit- 

'v 

nessing tlie arrival of their Majesties from St. 
Petersburgh in a heavy coach with four horses 
abreast. Their Majesties do not inhabit the,, 

I 

old palace, but ohe raised by Alexander, a 
sort of .Doric temple, a little to the right of 


it. The old palace was commence*! by Ca- 
tharine the First, followed up by Elizabeth, 
and finished by the Great' Catharine. The 
/fire of which I have spoken, took place’ in * 
the yfer 1820: the Chapel and the Emperor’s 
apartments were destroyed, but rebuilt by hi3a 
upon the same plan, Verdegris and yellow 
ochre are cheap in Russia, and so they paint 
the outside of their palaces green and yellow. 
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This rather offends the eye and spbils the 

effect ofVvgpod architecture. I do not object 

to the green roofs. We were not, admitted 

* 

into the Doric Palace, at which I rather re- 

r A 

joiced, as H was fatigued, ancHmr all palaces 


m 

very much resemble each" other, and moreover 
• »/ ' 

as we had already seen all that was historically 
interesting. , 

There is a restaurant in the* pretty little 

town, and here I dined indifferently enough 

» # 

for five roubles. We left Tsarsko-sclo about 
, half-past four, driving through a sort of 
Egyptian propylseum, wliett? stood a guard of 
splendid Preobajanskis, who went through the 
form of ^interrogating us and lowering the 

’ 1 _ Jfr,'. '« 

baitier3^A few werstS towards Petersburgh, 


is a village of log houses inhabited by pea¬ 
sants belonging to the Empress. They arei% 
uniform in structure, and have dach goodgar- 

i > 

^is, stables and barns' T\ rather think tps is 

' -^r jjp •- ’ '■'* S 

some establishment upon Mr. Owen’s plari& 

Of the lodge of Tchesm6, I neither saw or 
heard any thing, so condude that it has fallen * 
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into ruin. It is hidden by wood, and stands 

not far from the road, within a feW; wersts of 

* 

A , _ 

Petersburg!!. We arrived in town &t about 

i 

half-past six, having killed two njore of the 
great lions. 4 Pam tired, and so, good night! 

Oct. 8.—At nihe o’clock we went on board of 

w 

a steamer at Mr. Baird’s wharf, to go to Cron- 
stadt. The passage is long anc}* uninteresting, 
the weather Was cold and rainy. We passed 
by two catnels, which had lately taken down a 

v- * 

line-of-battle ship to Cronstadt. These vast 
shapeless ih asses looked more like floating, or 
pile batteries than any thing else. They were 
going back by degrees to Petersburgh, where, 

in despite of all disadvantages, the ^Russians 

t * m . 

continue to build their ships-of-war; while 

they have room enough at the back of Cron- 

*stadt to drive piles and "make a building-yard 

• * * 

to any extent. We reached Cronstadt at 
about half-past eleven, and landed upon the 
immense mole, covered with cannon of heavy 
calibre in all directions. Part of th^ mole is 

V 

• still of wood, part of hewn granite. I ob- 
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V 

served that the piles had sunk in many parts 
of the stoQ&.wall. The block houses or case- 


mated batteries are all of wood, and might be 
easily set pn fife.,by Congreve rockets; in 
these the artillery’ consisted of sixty-eight 

f 

pound carronades upon traverses; farther on, 

»/ 

upon the curtain* is one of Miller’s guns, or 

3 

rather an immense brass howitzer, upon his 
principles. If the* strength of a ’fortress con- 
sisted in the number and weight of* its artil- 
lery, Cronstadt would be deemed impregnable; 
but I rather look upon this as a proof of weak¬ 
ness in that particular point, where so many 
cannon are mounted. Opposite to that part 

of the mole where we landed, about half mus- 

• > 

ket shof across, is ait insulated battery of beau- 

$ 

tiful masonry bristling also with mortars and 
-cannon, (Cronslot the citadel.) *Tt has to the •, 


westward some heavy easemated* guns, (ease- 

mates of wood)., There are two pile batteries 

> r 

farther westward,^o defend the passage up to 

the Arsenti* I should think Cronstadt might 

- 

be bombarded with effect, but I should be 
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sorry to command a squadron which had to 
cannonade such an emporium of artillery. 

«» v 'a* ^ 

The shipping and the arsenal might be all 

t , 

easily destroyed by shells or Congreve rockets; 
b&t then one should only destroy our own mer¬ 
chant ships and some rotten Russian ships of 
the line built of fir. Within these prodigious 
moles lie forests of merchant vessels, princi¬ 
pally English; and, again, there are lying in 
the basin' - thirteen sail 4 of the line and eight or 
nine frigates. Two of the line-of-battle are 
three-deckers, and eleven of them have their 
lower masts in, and arc pea-w orthy. Some are 
broken-backed. The Emperor Alexander is 
a prodigiously fine-looking three-decker, with 
guns oh the gangways ; she mounts aboilt one 
hundred and thirty guns. She is, however, a 

•bad ship, eraiik and unwieldy, and narrow. 
* . 

The frigates ‘are mostly of a very large class; 
ofte of them has a flush upper-deck, with seven¬ 
teen ports of a side upon it; the rest are of 
the Endymion class^ 

Outside of the mole lay the squadron of 
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* 11 

Rear-Admiral Lazareff, which I had seen a 
few days jgo at Helsingfors. These ships are 

* i excellent order. There are several docks* 

* i r 

• ' i *'•. 

in the arsenal, in one of which were three new 
seventy-four gun ships, just taken into dock 
for the first time, and a fine sea-going frigate. 

i 

I did not observe much activity in this parti¬ 
cular department. There is a horizontal upper 
deck section of ^pretty little corvette on shore 
by the side of this dock, with masts on end, 

and top-gallant yards across, for the Naval 

* 

Cadet School to exercise on board of. 

The storehouses are all spacious and good, 
and are accessible by means of canals for light¬ 
ers and boats. The hospital and barracks for 
the sailors are in excellent order. There are 
twenty-five of these barracks; each barrack 
contains a 'housaiid men, which are' called an 
“ equipageeach equipage can man a line 
of battle ship and a frigate, or a line of battle' 

* The entrance to the great dock through a canal, is too 
narrow for* a well-proportioned three-decker; hence tire 
defects of the Emperor Alexander. 

VOL. I. 
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ship, a f brig, and a corvette. The men are 

k* | ^ 

dressed and drilled as soldiers, when on guard, 
but this does not at all interfere with their 
avocations as seamen. I have seen their squad- 
ron in the Mediterranean, which was cer- 
tainly in very creditable order; and I have 
been told by Sir E. Codrington, that he al¬ 
ways found Count Heyden’s squadron as effi- 

Cl 

cient, if not more so than ,the “French. It 
would require a great deal of time to inspect 
all the 1 works of Cronstadt. The new lines we 

_ f 

were not allowed to visit. The anchors for 

the men-of-war are not forged here, but at 

* 

Petroz Zavodsk, on the Lake Onega. The 
cordage and cables are made here. We had 
not time* to see the model-room. The ships 1 
built at Petersburg}] are of oak, from Casan, 

which is oaid tq be of a*very inferior qualjty. 

* 

Those that 1 coiyie from Archangel are built of 
*iar«h, and do not last long. The Emperor 
Nicholas* is determined to build six men of 

* I have been since informed, that the Emperor intends 

to build no more ships at l’etersburgh, but at Cronstadt and 
* 

Archangel. 
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* 

war a-year in the capital. I know not* to what 
purpose," other than to rot in the basin at 
Cronstadt.^ The ice shuts them up from No¬ 
vember to April, and the Sound might easily 
shut them in the Baltic for the remaining 
months, should England,* Denmark, and Swe¬ 
den, or any two *>£these, choose to do so. 

At three o’clock we returned to the steamer, 

* 

well pleased to have seen, however superficially, 
so extraordinary a plaee as Cronstadt, which 

m 

lifts arisen, as if by magic, out of the sea, in 
one hundred years. 

We reached the capital at half past six, 
quite tired by our day’s long excursion. 

* There is a channel for large ships to the north of 
Cronstadt, by which the works may be masked. 


o 


i 
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CHAPTER VI1. 

■ * 


Alarm respecting Cholcra.- 


- visit 10 reiei 




—German Theatre.—Amateur Concert,.— Russian Equi¬ 
pages.— Xiccolini.—Admiral Grcig. — Chantres de la 
Couf.—The Winter Palace and Hermitage.—Exchange 
and Custom-house.—Taxation.—Coteries.—Equipage, and 

• t 

charges thereon.—Tacinda Palace.—Reflections upon the 
Commercial and Military System of J1 ussia.—Anti-sociality 
of the two sexes in Petersburg!!. 


Oct. 9*—1 was occupied all the morning in 

lodgingMiunting, these (although good and 

clean) being rendered untenable by the mitiiber 

« 

of merchant skippers who- cjaily resort hither, 
*aqd whose gtyle and conversation are not quite 
such as I like. 

I called upon and ^it with Lord Heytesbury 
for some time, who gives but a melancholy 
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account of the state of the interior; of the 
devastations of the cholera morbus. 

Such is the alarm here respecting the cholera 

* 

morbus, that three lines of cordon sanitaire are 

established; the first at Novgorod, the second 

. at Tver, and the third nothin a few wersts of 

Moscow. The •Emperor is determined to re- 

main at his j5o$t, and to face the pestilence, but 

the Empress and*the young Prifiees will either 
# 

be in quarantine at Tiarskoselo, of repair on 
bgard a line-of-battle ship, which they talk of 
fitting up for that purpose at thd mouth of 
the river. Prayers are publicly offered up in 
the churches to avert the malady. Instruc¬ 
tions are given by the police how to proceed 
• 

in case of infection in the houses; * hospitals 
are prepared, medicine and professional aid 

provided, and all 'that prudende ancf foresight 

* • • # . 4 * * 
can dictate is already in requisition. 

We dined at a table d’hote, cKez Dubois, 

and there I learnt from one of the Princes 

Gallitzin that Nicholas had set out this after- * 

noon for Moscow, determined to judge for. 
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himself of the state of things. After dinner I 
had a great deal of conversation with several 


officers who had been in the campaigns of 
1828 and 1829, and who had been likewise 
at Constantinople. They all spoke highly of 
the personal bravery of the Turks in desultory 

* ■ n 

warfare, or in the defence of strong places. 
They praised very much the state and disci¬ 
pline of H. M. S. Blonde, which frigate they 
had visited at Constantinople. 

In the evening we called upon Lady Keytps- 
bury; after which the Italian Opera, (“ Scmira- 
midc,”) and the Princess Youssoupoff’s soiree . 
At this latter all the world were dull and 
frightened to death about the cholera morbus. 
No one dares be gay, or dance, or amuse them¬ 
selves, because the Court is sorrowful. 


This is the most effectual method of cafcjijmg 
the infection, the predisposition of tlie naifid 
and that of the body being productive of similar 
consequences. 

Oct. 10.—At ten o s clock we drove to see the 
Palace of Peterhoff, about twenty-six worsts 
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from lienee. The first part of the foad, by 
the Riga Gate, is pretty and varied, being bor¬ 
dered on both sides by gentlemen's seats, and 

# 

more particularly by that of le grand Veneur 
Narishkin, who once gave so singular a humano 
Jbruto fete in his grounds fo the late Empress.* 
At Strellna is* £f palace of the Grand Duke 
Constantine’sj .here there is nothing particular. 
The palace of Peterhoff was built by Peter, 
but is not worth seeing. There are some cu¬ 
rious paintings in it of OrlofPs sea victories 

• m 

over the Turks, and one room containing se¬ 
veral hundred portraits, in all the different 
costumes of the world. The grounds are beau¬ 
tiful ; the jets d’eau must be magnificent, but 
these played not for us. Bad taste, however, 
has gilded all the statues, which occupy va- 


ri&u|. ranges of heights, one atove the other;* 
on ihf 5 ' face of a # grotto and cascade. The 
little palace, built by Peter the Great uppn 
his return from Holland, interested me ex- 
tremely, for here I saw what were his first 


* See Jones. 
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ideas of the arts and sciences soon after liis 
initiation into them. The little palace (or 
Plaisir) is built quite in the Dutch taste; its 
walls are principally ornamented Jby Dutch 
paintings of ships and battles, (subjects which 
were congenial to the Emperor’s feelings;) but 
what most amused me were some efforts of 
his own imperial pencil, in the shape of gaudy¬ 
looking birds, apparently copied from Chinese 
drawings. They were just such things as a 
child learning to draw w'ould have produced, 
save tiiat ihc outlines were bolder and better 
defined; there"was a ludicrous fierceness of 
physiognomy about them all, which made me 
laugh very much. Here is likewise his kit¬ 
chen, with his common pewter and delf ware; 
his bed,* robes de cliambre, and night-caps. 

■ From a pretty little terrace in front of* the 

. « J 

Plaisir, you have a good view of Cronsjt&dt. 
Feter was in the habit of watching from hence 
“ the progress of liis rising arsenal and infant 
fleet.” In the gardens of Peterhoff are many 


Y Next door to his kitchen. 
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pavilions: among the rest one built 'by the 
Empress Elizabeth; but into this we did not 
obtain admittance, as the Cicerone was absent. 
One ought tp see Peterhoff during the fete of 
the 22nd of July. 

. On our return to PeterSburgh we met Made- 

* 

moiselle Son tag'and suite going to Peterhoff, 
on her way tor JBrussels. We again passed by 
all the campugnes near the Riga 'Gate, some of 
which are handsome anfl in good ta§te, others 

very cockney, with canals, ponds, boats, and 

• m 

bridges. 

We reached the capital at ‘half past four. 

>• 

The Riga Gate, or Triumphal Arch, is re¬ 
building, of hewn stone. I know not what 
it will be like, as at present it has not reached 

to above a quarter of its height. 

, • * # # • 

We dined at Dubois’ excellent table d’hote> 

. . , . • 

where we met many officers of fhe Guard, one 
of whom, an aide-de-camp of the Emperor’s, 
had been at Shumla. He confirms all my 

t 

opinions respecting the weakness of that sup¬ 
posed impregnable fortress, and says it might- 
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easily have been taken, had its true state been 
known. The fact is, the Russian armies do 
not understand the siege of fortified places; 
and, moreover, the Emperor’s presence spoiled 
the operations of the first campaign. 

Oct. 11.—I went lodging-hunting. I found 

6 

one near Demoot’s, on the Moi'ka Canal: three 
rooms, for 125 roubles per month, breakfast 

'V 

included. I went to Count Gritti’s, where I 
found Rubini. We sang “ Parlar spiego non 
posso,” and a trio, in the “ Maometto II.” I 
dined at Lord Hcytcsbury’s, and went with 
Capt. Codrington to see “ Romeo and Juliet” 
at the German theatre: the acting was.below 
mediocrity; the house empty. I regret to 
hear that the Codringtons leave Petersburgh 
on Wednesday for England. 

Oct. 12.—I called on Mr. Jubb to arrange 
definitively about Jonas’s return to Copenhagen, 
and about his passport. I did not go to Ma¬ 
dame Ficqu&mont’s, on account of an inci¬ 
pient cold and sore throat, caught, as I believe, 
at Pctcrhoffi' To-day, snow and rain. 
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Oct. 1-13.—I have a sore throat, and ton un¬ 
well. At two I went to Madame Simonowska’s 
“ stance musicale,” where I heard some very 
good singing frotn two young ladies, Made¬ 
moiselles de Lysanski; likewise a good vio¬ 
loncello amateur, Comte Wiourski. 

I dined at Mr* Jnbb’s, and met some agree- 

o 

able liussians.- The cholera morbus was the 

■ * 

principal topic of conversation. * 

* 

Oakes set off by the Messenger for* Jlerlin at 
eight o’clock: 1 do not envy him his seven days 
and nights’jolting at all. To-morrow T shall 
shift into my new abode. 

Jonas is still holding on the slack here, hav- 
ing mismanaged about his passport, which he 
ought to have had to-day. lie will*lose liis 
passage to Copenhagen by the brig as sure as 
fate.* • 

This morning sn<5w and rain. Thermometer 
at zero at eiglit o’clock. So now tlie winter 'is 
beginning. * 

Oct. 2-14.—This morning I shifted my berth 
into the street of the Moika, where I am in- 
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differently lodged, at 125 roubles the month, 

' S «■ 

breakfast included, and fuel and linen; but no 
waxlightsf My hostess is a French woman, 
neither young nor pretty. Mademoiselle sa 
fiile is pretty and young. My neighbours are 
two German ladies. 

The accounts of the choleiii morbus are less 
alarming: M symptoms at Moscow alleviated.” 

Oct. 3-15. — I got no sleep for bugs, and 
was obliged to bivouac upon the sofa. My 
stove having been heated to-day, gave me a 
violent perspiration all night, which has hap¬ 
pily cured my cold and sore throat. 

My hostess, Madame Ilondeleux, would not 
believe my account of the animals in my bed. 
I made the servants carry it down into the 
yard for purification and bug-slaying: they 
swarm in it like ants. 

The Russians must be partial to these charm¬ 
ing little insects, for Madame Rondeleux tells 
me that nonit of them ever have complained of 
them. 

The weather this morning is quite mild. 
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Yesterday it was fine, but cold. Visits occu¬ 
pied my morning and afternoon. I went to the 
English Magazine to purchase a warm cloak 
for the approaelring winter. At about three 
o’clock, it snowed a little. I dined at home in 

solitude, which bored me -sadly. * The lair in- 
4 • 

habitants of Petersburgh walk about a good 
deal in the Nqwsky Perspective, and one now 
and then catches a ilash from black eyes, which 
would not disgrace Ciroassia or Italy. There 

m 

is something dashing in the ponderous, but 
ornamented carriages, dragged along by* four 
wild-looking and ill-governed horses ; the 
leaders mounted by a boy-postilion-on the off 
horse, with his blue cloth jubbe, red sash, sin- 
g’ularly shaped hat, with its large buckle, con¬ 
stantly shouting out “ Na leva , na prava : M the 
wheelers driven by a* long-bearded 'oriental- v 
looking coachman, folding the reins in each 

hand. I feel a good deal ashamed of my bout - 

• 

geois-lookmg coupce and pair , but necessity has 
no choice: I shall soon be obliged to come 
down to a tredneau and one . My coachman’s 
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name is Athanassi. I hope his creed is shorter 
and more tolerant than that of his patron Saint. 
My valet is called Alexander; so that I am 
under the protection of powerful names at 
least. 

At eight o’clock I went to the house of 
Comte Viliourski. Here I .found assembled 
several celebrated artists, among* others, Rom¬ 
berg and Bblime. They played some quar¬ 
tettes and quintettes of Haydn, Mozart, and 
Beethoven, in beautiful style. There was also 
a young Russian amateur, Captain Luvoff, 
who played delightfully on the violin ; he is 
a phenomenon for an amateur. Comte Vi¬ 
liourski himself plays extremely well. At 
10. 30,1 went chez VAmbassadrice d'Autrichc . 
Here were assembled the usual circle of diplo- 
critiques, with very few and old ladies , saving 
Miss A’Court, the sister of Madame Ficquel- 
liiont, and th§ charming hostess herself. 

The news from Brussels, and that from Paris, 
creates a lively sensation among the corps 
diplomatique. It is an unfortunate thing for 
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m * 

the cause of freedom, that the people *of the 

Pays Has should be in the wrong in all that 

they have done; for this will most likely give 

cause to Prussia to interfere, to restore what 
* 

will be called a legitimate state of things. 

If Prussia steps in, so will France, and then, 
alas! poor England .will be dragged headlong 
into the squabbje: good bye then to European 
tranquillity. 

The Admiral is still detained hero by the 
non-arrival of the steam-boat from Lnbee. 
The accounts from Moscow are rathdr •better. 

Oct. 4-16.—After breakfast I went to see 
Gritti: here I met and was introduced to M. 
Niccolini, the tenor singer of the Italian Opera. 
Hb is a Florentine noble by birth, and i§ a very 

9 

distinguished-looking person, of good manners 
and address. lie lias ft charming voice in a 
room, although too feeble a one for a theatre. 

These visits to Gritti arc as goqj| as lessons'” 

• 

to me. I dined at Lord IieytesJ^ury’s, and 
went afterwards to Mr. Ikrird’s, where I had 
the pleasure of meeting Admiral Greig, with 
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whom I had much conversation respecting the 
operations of his squadron in the Black Sea, 
Varna, Anapa, &c. He describes tne siege of 
Varna as having been extremely ill-conducted, 
and the investment of the place as being im¬ 
perfect. Had it not been for the squadron, 
the Itussian army would never have taken the 
place, as they left its communications with the 
Kamtchiek and Balkan quite open. 

At ten o’clock I went to the beautiful Prin¬ 
cess YoussoupofF’s, where we played mix perils 
jeux 9 and‘danced. I made some new and 
agreeable acquaintances. 

Oct. 5-17.—I went with the Codringtons to 
hear the singing at the Imperial Chapel. It 
is the most sublime thing possible: such is tlie 
ensemble and perfect melody of the voices, that 
one imagines ^oneself transported into Heaven. 

i ^ m 

Some of .the bass voices were astonishing, 
and sounded like the prolonged vibration of 
the great string of a double-bass. 

The flowing heads of hair, the long beards, 
and fine vestments of the priesthood, give them a 
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most venerable and imposing appearance: they 
look like Aaron assisted by the Levites. There 
was, however, one part of the ceremony which 
struck me as ludicrous, namely, the 'bringing 
in of the leavened bread upon a board, covered 
up with a white cloth, borne upon the head of 

' ( i 

one of the officiating priests. It seemed so 
like a baker and his loaves! He was, more¬ 
over, a most ungainly-looking priest, squinting 
fatally with one eye, which circumstance de¬ 
prived his countenance of dignity and reve- 
rence. The priest who read the Service had 
terribly dirty boots on, and looked as if he had 
come from a pig-sty. 

After the mass, I accompanied a party of 
la'dies and gentlemen to view the Wifi ter Pa¬ 
lace and Hermitage. I was much pleasecl with 
the splendour and beaiftifui decwratiofis of the. 
apartments, and surprised to see what progress 

this nation has made in the arts/and wliac 

• 

inexhaustible treasures of fine woods, metals, 
and precious stones, &c. she possesses. I re¬ 
gretted to observe that all the scagliola cracks. 
VOL. I. M 



162 BUST OF SUVAROFF. 

The Hall of St. George (140 feet by 60) dis¬ 
appointed me both in size and beauty. Its 
columns of coloured marble are magnificent, 
but its hat painted ceiling is inferior to the 
rest of the pile, and assorts but ill with the 
splendour of its pillars and walls. 

The White Hall (136 feet by 60) is a fine 
thing, and must look splendid when lighted up. 

The crowns and jewels we did not see ; they 
are all covered up and sealed from public view. 
Madame Kassarkoff and her daughter were so 
good as to show me all that was most worthy 
of attention. 

One of. the gentlemen was a grandson of 
Suvaroff’s. This I did not know, and when 
standing before the bronze bust of the hero, I 
said aloud, “ Voila le plus petit grand homme de 
VEurope? Madame Kassarkoff, turning round 

B 

laughing, said, (t Permette£que je vous prl j sente 
son petit fils, le Prince de Suvaroff? Fortu¬ 
nately what I had said was an eulogium of that 
extraordinary man, and could not fail of pleas¬ 
ing his descendant. Wherever I go among 
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• « 

the Russian noblesse, I find the greatest de¬ 
sire on their part to show me how much 

they value the good opinion of my country, 

« 

and how much" they strive to equal us in 
their progress towards perfection in the arts 
.and sciences. They mostly speak English, and 

love English customs and literature, and ad- 

. • 

mire our national character, although they 

do not seem to copy it. In the afternoon I 
■ 

walked with Kourakin,*Tolstoi, and Needham, 

in.the Newsky Perspective. It was cold, but 

fine, and all the belta was out. We ivere’mueh 

amused by the unexpected and novel sight of 

a French diligence driving through tlje street: 

• 

upon inquiry, we found that it had come all 
• a 
the way from Paris, but that it had b^en de¬ 
tained eighteen days at Mittau, owing to some 

difficulty about passports. The* conducteur said 

• • • • > 

his average journey was twenty-tfvo days; they 
had been forty. It was a roomy and conve¬ 
nient carriage, with three bodies and a cabrio¬ 
let. Not a screw or a nail had given way. It 
was full of French women. I dined at Mr^ 
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JubbValid from thence went for Gritti at the 

Post, and took him on to Madame la General 

Bazaine’s, in the Garracovaia Oulitza. Here 

were the Demoiselles de Lisianski and Rubini, 

« 

and here we sang <e Cruda Sorte,” “ Cielo il 
mio labbro,” “ Languir per una bella,” and 
other things, until midnigliK 

Snow and cold. Thermometer one and a 
half degree b£low zero. 

Oct. 6-18. — Visits thex Mesdames Goloup- 

\ 

shoffs and Kossakowska engrossed my morn¬ 
ing. "Dinner clicx M. DavidofF, a young friend 
of mine, where I met M. Collbeck,* and some 
Russians. Our conversation turned upon the 

t 

aptitude of Russians to learning any thing. 
Theory combated by M. DavidofF, but sus¬ 
tained by a young architect, who was a good 
1 * ^ 

judge. He srfid that the columns of Isaac’s 
Church were ‘about forty-five or fifty feet high, 
lifter dinner I went to the English Club with 
M. Collbeck. Here I saw nothing remark¬ 
able, except large handsome rooms, and plenty 


* Collbeck is the deaf friend of the blind Mr. Hollman* 
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• • 

of “Courier” newspapers ; the “Times’^and the 
“ Morning Chronicle” being prohibited as being 

too liberal. At ten I went tg Madame-’s, 

where I found some few young and old ladies, 
and fewer gentlemen, one of whom, a French¬ 
man, I had formerly known at Rio de Janeiro, 
in the suite of flie* Due de Richelieu: he had 
since been at/the Mauritias, and in India, and 
had come home by the Persian Ciulf and over¬ 
land. We acted characfes. # „ 

Get. 7-19.—M. Collbcck called to show me a 

• • • 

lodging, at the house of an Italian, il Signor- 
Mazzoneschi, with a remarkably handsome wife, 
who has been brought up in England. Un¬ 
fortunately the lodgings will not at all suit me. 
I went to some other houses; among |Jie rest 
to the Hotel de Paris, but I did not find any 
thing that I at all liked the appearance of. 1 
dined chez Dubois, and in the 'evening went 
to the opera, “ La Gazza Ladra,” which Ayas 
very ill sung indeed. I was bored to death, 
and did not go to M. Ficquelmont’s. 

Oct. 9-21.—I received visits from Admiral- 
Krusenstern and Prince Alexander Gallitzin; 
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and I paid a visit to my German neighbour. 
She is, unfortunately, neither young nor pretty, 

but very amiable. I next called upon Sir 

■« 

James Wiley at the Winter Palace. From 
hence I went to see the Exchange and Cus¬ 
tom-house: they are'vast masses of expensive 
buildings, but almost all empty. The great 
room has a reticulated ceiling, ‘and a colossal 
bust of Alexander. The merchants complain 
of slack trade, and heaVy expenses. 

Fumigation, and bad accounts from Mos¬ 
cow, since the 4th: 700 a day sick, whereof 
two-thirds die. 

An Englishman has broken through the cor¬ 
don sanitaire , and boasts openly of it here: 
he will get shut up—serve him right. I dined 
at Mr. Jubb's, and met there an English gen¬ 
tleman from Teflis. I learn that manlifac- 

t' 

turers, in the' government of Moscow, petition 
' . 

the Government for reciprocity in trade; and 
so do enlightened men here, to the Minister 
of Finance, (formerly a pay-master, now a Ge¬ 
neral and Minister. I saw him to-day at the 
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TH A DK. -- GOVEll N ME NT.— 

Exchange, with cocked hat, feather* epau¬ 
lettes, sash, &c. all the world cap in hand to 
him.) llussia is backward in financial matters, 
and ignorant of -the true principles* of trade. 
In military matters she is apparently well ac¬ 
quainted; but in civil governmeht she is much 
bchind-hand. 

The post in Gebrgia and Circassia is es- 

• • 

corted by 400 men and two pieces of cannon. 
The Lesgis and Circassians frequently attack 
the escort. 

The taxes in llussia are chiefly* capitation, 
brandy, and salt; imports and exports. Re¬ 
venue about 30,000,000 sterling.,. The army 
costs a comparatively small sum; its force may 
be 800,000, of all arms, chiefly immoveable 
troops. 

in the evening I 'went to .a soiree at thp 
house of the Mimsltre des Cultes,' where wc 
* danced and sang. 

I find the Petersburgh coteries very dull, 
and sliail be glad to get away to Warsaw or 
Moscow, should the cholera morbus permit t.ie 
so to do. 
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Oct. 21.—Rain and gloom, but no cold. I 
stayed at home all the morning. 

In the afternoon I took lodgings at the 
Hotel de Paris for want of better. In the 
evening I went to Madame Simonoffska’s and 
Madame Kossakowska's, where we danced and 
played t yV?/.r de sovietL 

Oct. 10-22.—Rainy, muddy, and close wea¬ 
ther. I shifted my berth to the Hotel de Paris, 
and flane M* about the streets with Kourakin, 
Gritti and Reliausen. I dined at Louis’ tabje- 
d’hote; ohly inyself and an old fellow in 
company. 

Oct. 10-22.— At half-past ten I went to the 
Austrian Ambassador’s, where were assembled 
all the belles of Petersburgh. 1 had not met 
the beautiful Zavadowska since my first in¬ 
troduction at Madame Laval’s, I was glad 

1 _ ft t 

to learn from Comte Ficquelmont, that the 
alarming reports respecting the sanitary state 
of Vienna were groundless. 

1 hear that my friend Count Hey den is at 




CHARGES FOR EQUIPAGE, &C. 169 

length arrived, and that Sir E, Codrington 
had the pleasure of meeting him at Cronstadt 
before he sailed for Lubeck. 

To-day the wind has been westerly, and the 
weather remarkably hot and muggy. I arri in 
•great hopes of bqing able*to find a servant and 

equipage at a itiofe moderate rate than 1 am 

• * 

now paying; ^.am told that 80 roubles a month 
for a good servant, and 100 for a drosky, is all 
that I ought to pay, while I give H>0 for the 
fii^t, and 800 for the last of these commodities. 

Prince Youssoupoff, who is a great Mos-. 
cow proprietor, tells me that the state of the 
public health at Moscow' is by no means so 

bad as people represent it to be here. It is 

• 

a remarkable fact, that the fair-sex |eem to 
escape better than the male from this epidemic. 
?learnt that in one village ifil the*drunkartis 

9 

• • • 

died—so much for corn-brandy. * 

Oct. 11-23. — I engaged a servant, recoin- 
mended to me by M. Mustoaidi, at eighty roubles 

a month. He is a Prussian, and a decent-look- 

* . * 

ing sort of fellow enough : he has no objection to 
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travel. a He speaks Russ, German and French. 
To-day the weather is fine but cold. I sought 
in vain for Count Hey den all over the Vassilly 
OstrofF, and walked in the New sky Perspec¬ 
tive with Kourakin. I dined at Dubois’, drank 
tea with the Ambassadress, and spent the rest 
of the evening at the pretty Princess Youssoup- 
off’s, where I made several charming acquaint¬ 
ances : we played commerce, which I taught 
the ladies; and after supper danced until 2. 00.* 
Oct. 12-24.—1 parted with Alexander, and 
took the rlew valet upon trial, 1 fear he will 
not do; he is stupid. The day is splendid, and 
the belles are parading in the Newsky Per¬ 
spective. I walked with Gritti from two till 

four, wtie’n I went to dinner with Rehausen at 
« 

Dumet's.f At nine I went in pursuit of Ma¬ 
dame RagreefF’s, which i could not find; .and 
then to Madame Bazaine’s, where nous nous 
sommes ennuyes . Rubini was indisposed. The 

* Observe that the men in Russia do not speak to the 
women in society. 

f Dumet’s is reck^jjsed the best table d'hote at lYtersbur^b. 
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contra-alt had a head-ache, Gritti had'a cold. 
Enftn, une soirke manquke . 

To day I hear that the cholera is in Pe- 
tersburgh!, A Strange thing has occurred! 
Several windows have been broken in the 

m 

New sky Perspective. This is a suspicious- 
looking eircumsfcnfce. 1 hope it is not con¬ 
nected with any thing political. At Madame 
Bazaine’s, I made 'acquaintance With M. de Li- 
sianski, a naval Captain,* and formerly the com¬ 
panion of Admiral Krusenstem, in his voyage 
round the world. Lisianski had Verv.cd nine _ 
years as a volunteer in the British Navy, and 

was in the Sceptre 74, at the Cape # of Good 

• 

Hope, during the mutiny in the squadron at 
that place. We had a great deal of conversa¬ 
tion together. He rather ridicules the custom 
of lavishing decorations in tlie*profuse manned 
of the Russian Government, and says -they are 
of no value in the eyes of any one but the 
Mujieks, (country fellows with long beards,) 
for which reason Russian officers generally 
travel with all their crosses gangling at their 
button-holes. 
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Oct. 13-25.—Monday. Weather gloomy but 
mild. My new valet is remarkably stupid; lie 
will not do; I must find another. I dined at 
Lord Heytesbury’s, where 1 found assembled 

about thirty or forty gentlemen, mostly minis- 

* * V - 

ters and secretaries. *' The table was splendid; 
the room very magnificent ftith gilding and 
carving. I did not admire the. ‘grenadier sup¬ 
porters to the chimney-piece,Svith gilt caps upon 
their whfte marble faces. There is a pretty 
bust of the late Queen of Prussia, by Rauch, 
in the drawing-room. 

After dinner, I went to Madame K-’s, 

where \yc danced and sang until one o’clock. 

t 

One of the young ladies sang very prettily : 
her napie is Barasdine. 

Oct. 14-26.—Tuesday. Gloomy, and threat- 
ening to rain, or snow, or both. I have seen a 

i « 

letter from a lady at Moscow, giving a melan¬ 
choly account of the ravages made by the cho¬ 
lera morbus. She says that she sees nothing 
but coffins pass before her eyes. 

I dined at Dubois’, and passed the evening 
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• • 

in solitude at home, not wishing to dress at 

ten o’clock to go to a dull party at Madame 
M-’s. 

Oct. 15-27. Gloomy and rainy.* Rubini 

came to give me his first lesson. I called upon 

> 

M. de llehausen, the Swedish Secretary, and 
dined at an Italian table d’hote with Gritti, 

Ballantyne, and Rubini. Tlie women were fro- 

• • 

liesome, and we passed the evening there aux 

\ 

petit# jeux. There was. a performer upon a 
strange instrument, called here Corno Inglese, 
(I know not why,) a sort of compound of 
oboe, clarinet, bassoon, and cracked flute; an 
odious nasal out-of-tune concern, iij shape like 
a bull’s horn, with reed mouth-piece and key’s. 
On going home, the streets were full <*f snow. 

Oct. 16-28, Snow and sunshine alternately ; 
the streets are in a*drehdful state of slop. At. 
one o’clock, I went ’with Mr. Ballantyne to 

see the Taurida Palace, celebrated for its con- 

• 

servatory and hot-houses. There arc many 
very beautiful autique Vases, and some few 
good statues. There are some very perfect 
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« 

sepulchral urns, the inscriptions upon the pe¬ 
destals of which are very legible, chiefly Latin. 
Here are likewise some indifferent specimens 
of Turkish fountains and capitals, &c. A 
pretty Cupid upon a dolphin, and a prettier 
dead child borne upon a dolphin’s back. The 
fish holds the child by a taess of his hair, and 
has coiled his body underneath the recumbent 
figure of the child most adroitly. The child 
has a wound on the right breast. I know not 

•f 

to what this alludes. The great hall of this 
palace is fitted up for Court f&tes, and is full of 
shabby tin chandeliers and lustres; its dimen¬ 
sions are very large—two hundred and sixteen 
feet by seventy-eight. The conservatory is 
unique of its kind: it represents a forest, 
through which are gravel-walks. Each tree 
and shrub seems to grow in natural groups. 

< * i 

When lighted up, the effect produced must be 
magical. It adjoins the great hall. 

Workmen were employed in erecting a fine 
vase of grey granite, a present from the King 
of Sweden. In the palace are some remarkably 
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large and fine mirrors, the manufacture of the 
country, and some crayon drawings? by the 
Grand-duchesses. 

This Taurida palace formerly belonged to 

t 

Potemkin, and is remarkable for being the 
place in which he gave bis last'f&te to Catha¬ 
rine the Great. •! t*is said that in the conserva¬ 
tory the Prince had constructed silver foun¬ 
tains, spouting with claret and •champaigne.* 

I dined at Dubois’ (who, by the bye,-died yes- 

* 

terday), and in the evening went with Gritti 

to M. Demi doff’s to hear the e&flraordinary 

voice of his daughter. She is a sort of Pisaroni 

(not in appearance, but in voice and style of 

song). Here I remained until one o’clock. 

Oct. 17-29.—Snow and. rain. M. T) - 

called, and gave me a good deal of information 

respecting the vast* means, but bad cf>mmerciaj 

system, of Russia. (He is one of those who sigh 

for reciprocity, and who know that the inex- 

• 

haustible treasures of Russia are nothing worth 
without a reciprocal system of trade with other 


* See Jones. 
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nations, and more particularly with England, 
whose capital Russia wants to enable her to 
work even her own mines to advantage, and to 
send forth the metals to the world by means of 
navigable cabals and passable roads. The Rus¬ 
sian sovereigns and ministers are mere soldiers, 
and know nothing of finance. or of commerce. 
They occupy themselves with making soldiers 
instead of merchants, without whom no country 
can become either powerful or civilized. Ne¬ 
vertheless, now and then a faint gleam of light 
flashes across the view of the Czar: he would 
perhaps fain follow it up, but he has no minis¬ 
ter to second him, no enlightened counsellor to 
advise him. His minister of finance is a pay- 
captain, and his counsellors are generals ! What 
can be expected from such a system? After 
all, what has ,the military system done, for 
Russia? What have hei armies, powerful as 
they are, effected? They were mismanaged 
and beaten in the first campaign in Bulgaria, 
and their victorious eagles of the second cam¬ 
paign grew pale and turned back at Adria- 
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nople, upon the sight of a dispatch from Sir 
Pulteney Malcolm, when the^Jjad the prize in 
view, and almost within their grasp. 

They took VaVna in three montfis, which 
they should have taken in three . weeks; tlfey 
failed once before, Silistria*; and never ventured 
to attack either* Giurgevo or Shumla. But 
they lost 100,GQ0 men^ and gained some dia¬ 
monds, a few shawls, some little renown, and 
many hard blows. 

m 

The Persian and Turkish campaigns cost the 
empire 300,000,000 roubles, and 2<5o,OOt) sol- 
diers! and this in a country with small reve¬ 
nue, and smaller population, as compared with 
its extent. 

I have often been struck by the* vjant of 
sociability which exists between the youth of 
botlf sexes in the societies of Petersburgh. J 
have frequently asked the reasoti, both from 

4 

ladies and gentlemen, of this eloignement The 
ladies naturally.reply, “We cannot make the 
advances to the gentlemen, and they will not 
make them to us. Were it not for you stran- 
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the male sex.” Again, they say, “ The ge% 
tleinen are ungallant and illiterate; their con¬ 


versation consists in nothing, even if you 
chance to elicit it. They spend their time 
in the bureaux of the different establishments. 


or else on guard—what can they know ? What 
can they say to amuse a -gentlewoman ?”* The 
men justify themselves in a somewhat similar 
manner: they accuse the women of too great 
a partiality for foreigners, with whom, they 
say, they 6annot compete with any change of 

. - 4 , 

success. They say, the ladies are absolute ne- 
gations, and have not a word of conversation 
beyond the French play and the last ball. 
But I thilik I have discovered another motive 


for this extraordinary distance; it is, that there 
are too many 'grosses epaulettes (or, as we 
should say, big wigs,) in sofciety, who, as they 
always wear their uniforms, keep the young 
men too much in awe. 


* I confess that I think this sentence severe and unjust/ 
but I am not responsible for it. 
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man has any grade in society in Rus¬ 
sia other than his Military (or corresponding 
Civil) rank. A subaltern, or captain, dares not 
put himself very’forward in society, for fear 
of incurring a rebuke, and a severe one too, 
from his superior; and of this I have lately 

heard a remarkable instance, in the person of 

• * 

a young officei; of good family, but of low 
military grade, wl’io was warned* by his supe¬ 
rior, that he was too intimate with*a certain 

* r * 

beautiful lady, and that he had better take 

• i • 

heed "and not thrust hiipself too far out of his 
sphere, lest the consequences might be painful 
to him. 

Conceive the spirit of Martinettism, and of 

* 9 

the camp, being carried into the heart gf civi¬ 
lized society, and into the privacy of our ten¬ 
dered passions and most intimate knd dear en* 
joy men ts! 

In the afternoon I went in quest of a lodg¬ 
ing, at the house of the celebrated Madame 

# 

Or- -» whom I had not yet seen. She is a 

' n2 
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LODGING-HOUSE. 


fine woman, un peu passte. Her apartments 
are too extensive and expensive for a poor 
half-pay Commander. 

In the evening the French play—Madame 
M--, and the soiree chez la belle Comtesse 


de Ficquelmont 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

• • 


Mortality at Moscftw from Cholera.—Visits, &c.—Monthly 

• | 

expenditure for a Bachelor in Petersburgli.—Les Boulgu- 
kolf.—Count Ilcydcn.—Presentation to their Imperial 
Majesties.—Phrade at the Manege.—Invitation frdfn the 
Emperor to assist at a Review of the Guards.—Imitative¬ 
ness of the Russians_Palace of the Etat Major.—Pre- t 

sentation to the Grand Duke Michael.—Removal of the 

* 

Isaac’s Bridge,—Reflections upon the profusion of Russ 
decorations.—Palais St. Michael.—The Emp<?ror Paul.— 
Polish revolt, . 


Oct. 18-30.—Thaw and slop. M. Wflioiirski 

cal fed. In the affernOon I went lodging-hunt- 

• 

ing. I dined alorfe,' not being‘quite comfort¬ 
able in the stomach: I hope it is- not cholera ’ 
morbus. The deaths at Moscow from the ma¬ 
lady are 100 daily, whereof two thirds are men. 
In the evening I called upon the Lavals, the 
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Ambassadress, and went to the pretty Princess 
YoussoupofPs, where enmii et petits jeux. At 
night, sharp frost; upon the mornings, thaw. 

Oct. 19-31.—Sunday. Snow and cold. 

A young officer of the Chevaliers' Gardes 
called, and stayed all the morning. He gave 
me a lesson in the mazurka. 

I dined at a French house, where I have 
some idea of lodging and boarding. I may 
have three very nice rooms; (the landlord is 
a edok.) Terms for board and lodging 240 
roubles pen mensem. 

In the evening the French play. 

Oct. 20. (Nov. 1.)—Hard frost and fine; ther¬ 
mometer—3° Reaumur. I went at one o’clock 
to Mademoiselle DemidofPs to sing with her 
duos in the “ Orazii e Curiazii,” and in the 
“ Crociato in Egitto.” Aftei wards 1 jiane'd in 
the Newski Perspective with sundry officers of 
* the Imperial Guards a Cheval. 

N.B.—To day I paid off my carriage, and 
took a drosky. 

I passed the evening at Madame de K.’s, 
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p • 

where I made the acquaintance of a very 
charming person, the Princess Dolgorouki. 
We played charades en action , of which my 
Mauritius friend, M. Munron, was. the con¬ 
ductor, and most admirable he was. 

Ground frozen at nigtit; sledges and turn- 
bling horses. 

Oct. 21. (Nov. 2.)—Hart! frost and cold. 1 

flanfr d in the Newsky Perspective, dined at 

Bouillerjr’s, and passed the evening at home. 

The accounts from Moscow are better. * The 

epidemic is wearing out. 

Oct, 22. (Nov. 3.)—Hard frost and fine wea- 

ther, Visite chcz la Kossakowska. I dined at 

* 

Granci’s, and went to the French play. 

The breaker of windows is a certain Colonel, 

* 

who is sent to the Fortress. We shall*see how 
th^ matter turns ■out* They tplk of Siberia. 

• 

To-day the suunder garden-bridge is moved. 
. Oct. 23. (Nov. 4.) — Snow and. cold. The 
morning was entirely engrossed by valets and 

drosky-drivers. I dined at Madame 11-’s 

house-warming. G-and B—— dined there 



184 


£N AMUSING SCENE'. 


4 r « 

too. There"was great fun between the Imperial 
head-dresser and dentist; the first pulled out 
the second’s teeth, and the secolld pulled off 
the first’s peruke ac table! The dentist pro- 

r- 

poses to make B— fatter by cutting his 
teeth shorter!!! I have heard of horses being 
so treated and successfully. 

At ten we went to Mademoiselle Demidoff’s, 
where there was a perfect academia of singers. 
Here ! remained until one o’clock a.m^ 

i » 

Oct. 24. (Nov. 5.)—The morning employed 
in shifting *ny berth to the Pont Rouge, 
pid thaw, wind and rain, slop and nastiness; 
the streets are impracticable for foot passengers. 

I dined at my new lodgings; a very good 

‘5 

table-d’hotP, at four roubles. { 

Oct. £5. (Nov. 6.}—The thaw: continues, and 
the spow has quite disappeared. This morning 
1 discharged noy stupid valet, Karl, and have 
-another Teuton upon trial, at sixty roubles the 
month. I believe that I have now cut down 
my establishment to the lowest possible point 
of expenditure, as follows 




EXPENDITURE. 


18. 

Lodging 

• 

. U. per mensem 

120 

• 

Board 

* 

120 


Carriage ^ 

fr 

• • • 

150 


Servant 

■ ■ ■ 

00 


Kubini 

- v * 

• • • • 

80 


piano * 

• • • 

15 

• 

Washing* 

* • * • 

15 



• 

560 = 

£26 


I dined at Eprd Heytesbury’s en petit comite. 

m * 

The evening I passed at Madame de Loyal's, 
and the charming Princess Youssoupoff's, where 
Chat et Rat et Cotillon. Prince Andre Gal- 

litzin, gave me a most amusing aecoliht ofPas- 

- lt "'h' 

kevvitch and Abbas Mirza, the campaign of 
Erzeroum, &c. I danced valz and mazurk 
with Mademoiselle de Pallanski, Princess Gal- 
litzin, Madame Mordvinoff, and la Comtesse 

„vj! • 1 * 

Kossakowska, until two o’clock a.m. 

Oet. £6. (Nov. 7.)~^ orn i n g mild, but cloudy 
Much the sort of wbather we have in England 
at this time of the year. I prepared for the 

r m 

approaching winter by purchasing a beaver col¬ 
lar-for my pelisse; it cost 150 roubles. In the 
evening I went to the French play. Their 
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Imperial Majesties were in the stage-box: no 

? 

token of respect was shown by the audience; 
no rising, no cheering. In leaving the theatre, 
I caught & dreadful cold: one is obliged to wait 
in the portico for one’s carriage. 

Oct. 27. (Nov. 8.)—Sunshine and mild. Pro¬ 
menade in the Newsky Perspective with Tiesen- 
hausen. We met itheir Imperial Majesties of 

all the Russias on foot. The Emperor has a 

* 

disagreeable way of scaring a stranger out of 
countenance. 

Kourakhl brought me home in his carriage. 

I dined with Gritti. After which I paid a 
visit to la Comtesse Kossakowska, and passed 
the evening at the house of Madame de Boul- 
gakoff, a Wallachian of Bucharest, niece of 
my acquaintance the Hospodar Ghika. M. de 
BoulgakOfF is the Director 'of the Post of- Pe- 
tersburgh. Here I met st- multitude of men 
of all classes and countries, but only three wo- 
men. Gritti, Volkonski, and I, sang duos and 
trios until midnight. 1 

Madame de Boulgakoff is a charming per- 
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OFFENCES AGAINST POLICE. 
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son, and so is the sister of the Postmaster, with 
whom I had much fun about love, physiog¬ 
nomy, erapiology, &c. 

Oct. (Nov. -9.)—Dark and globmy, but 

mild. My cold in the head is rather trouble¬ 
some. , I do not venture out to-day, Rubini 
came before dinner,* and we sang the celebrated 
tenor air in tl\e Pirate, “ Nel furor delle tern- 
peste.” 

Oct. 2$. (Nov. 10.)—Dark and gloomy. I 
have still a cold, and an incipient sore throat, 
and do not venture out. I hear that tlfe Co¬ 
lonel who amused himself by breaking windows 
some weeks ago in the Newski Perspective, has 
been transferred from the Fortress to the Mad¬ 
house, that being the fittest place for* the per- 
formers of such escapades . 

The Englishman who lately broke through* 
the Sanitary Cordoif on his way from Moscow, 
and then openly boasted of it, is very properly 
sent to the Fortress, where he will probably 
cool his heels for some tiitie. He might have 
been shot in any other country. *In the after- 
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noon, the weather looking better, I walked out 
for an hour. On tny return honpe, I found a 
drosky, which my landlord had hired for me at 
150 roubles the month; so I took it down to 
the Fontanka to call on Madame de Kotcliubcy, 
who, I hear from Madame de BoulgakofF, is de¬ 
sirous of seeing me. She was not at home. 

In the evening I went “to the French play, 
and then Madame la Generate de Bazaine, un¬ 
til midnight, where des tours de carted. 

Oct. 30. (Nov. 11.)—Weather mild, but dark. 
In the afternoon I called upon the Krusensterns 
and Count Hey den, the gallant Admiral of Na- 
varino. I -found the old sailor wrapped in a 
loose dressing-gown, quite a Id Commodore 
Trunnion. He complains of the climate, which, 
after the fine skies of the Mediterranean, has 
already laid him up. He showed me a collec¬ 
tion of little busts of all the Admirals and Cap¬ 
tains of the British fleet in the Mediterranean, 
his contemporaries. 

I passed the evening at the Demidoffs’, 
where we sang from the " Orazii e Curiazii,” 
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“ Crociato,” &c. until one o’clock. To-day we 
have had alarming news from England: arm- 
ing of troops and squadrons; steamers full of 
Scotch soldjers for* Antwerp. This news I can¬ 
not believe: primo, we have very few troops, 
and fewer Scotchmen td spare: secundo , we 
must look to Ireland before we think of 
Holland. 

On Sunday I am to be presented to His 

Imperial Majesty of all ftie Russias. 

Oct. 31. (Nov. 12.)—I called on Needham to 

try to arrange going to Court together, but did . 

not find him at home. I spent a delightful 

hour with the charming Princess Yougsoupoffi 

• 

and her fair dame de compagnk. In the even- 

m. *f« 

ing, visiles en droslty che% les Boulgakoff, lvot- 

chubey, Viliourski, and wind up at Madame 

• • • . • 

Fiequelmont’s, where (an unusual circumstance)* 

I found many ancf very pretty’women. La 
Comtesse presented me to Madame de Tiesen- 
liausen and her agreeable daughters. The 

P-s were there, and a sweet little llcbegca- 

looking Mademoiselle de Tolstoy.’ 



190 


ANNOYANCE AT HOME. 


The weather continues to be very fine and 
mild; quite Vete St. Martin. I bear the drosky 
at night very well thus far, and hope, if the 
rain keeps off, to continue so to do. 

Nov. 1-13.—After being kept awake the 
whole night by the thumping of tailors over my 

Tfc I'" 

head, I was aroused from my morning dreams 
by a letter, (the first I had received since I 
left England.) In the afternoon I called upon 
Needham, to arrange about going to Court 
together. 

In the evening the Italian Opera, “ Elisa e 
Claudio.” Mademoiselle Melas sang divinely. 
1 paid my court to Madame Boulgakow, in her 
box. On my return home, I was obliged to 
send a message to the before-mentioned noisy 
tailors, who keep thumping away with their 
goose and cabbage all night long over "my 
head. Tiie house seems as if it would fall 
upon me as I lie in bed. 

Nov. 2-14.—Sunday. At ten I called, in coach 
and four, upon Needham, to take him to the 
Court, at the Annishkoff Palace. 
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The Court is like all other Courts. Here 
we remained with Chamberlains, Masters of 
Ceremonies, Grand Chamberlains, Generals, 
Colonels, Captains, &c. until about eleven, 
when we were presented in a circle to the 
Emperor. 

His Imperial Majesty is a remarkably fine- 

looking man, of. upwards of six feet in height. 

His countenance is open and ingenuous, his 

manner frank, but a little inclining to brusque . 

If I were to see such a man in a crowd, I should 

say, “ That man is born to be an Emperor.” 

He is thirty-six years of age, and is repre- 

, sen ted by all those who have access tojiis per- 

son, and who are well acquainted with his eha- 
^ £ 
racter, to be the model of a prince and of a 

man. His fine physiognomy is expressive of 
benignity, magnanimity, and intelligence. « 
He received us in private audience, and as 
we stood in a sort of semicircle,’ he went 
round and addressed something kind and per¬ 
tinent to our professions and nation, to each 
of us. 
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He asked me if I had ever seen in India 
any thing of the cholera; to which I replied 
that I had never served in India, but that I 
had had the complaint commonly called cholera 
morbus twice in my life, once at Buenos Ayres 
in South America, and once .at Constantinople. 

His Majesty seemed surprised, and asked me 
how I was treated for it; to which I replied, 
the first time, simply with barley-water made 
very sweet, and the second time with syrup 
of oijeat and water. I remarked, likewise, that 
the Arabs, who were well acquainted with the 
cholera, treated it with rice water and sugar. 

44 Ah!” said his Imperial Majesty, 44 you 
have not then had the Oriental cholera, but its 
first cousin; but,” said he, 44 your remedy is 
deserving of notice.” He observed, that lie 

'trusted that the measures lie had caused to be 

* 

taken, of quarantine and cordon sanitaire, would 

i 

check the progress of the disorder; but, he 
added, it is very difficult in Russia to make 
the people pay obedience to sanitary regula¬ 
tions. 44 You in England,” said he, 44 respect 
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• . 

and obey the law, and enforce quarantine rigor¬ 
ously.” I replied, that I hoped the excellent 
example set by himself, in performing fourteen 
days of quarantine, on his return from Mos¬ 
cow, would be productive of good effects. 

Turning to Capt. N—«-m of the Grenadier 
Guards, he asked him how long he had been in 

Petersburg!!, and whom he came with. N-- 

replied he had arrived with Sir B. Codrington. 
“ Oh,” said the Emperer, “ I am sorry I did 

not know that, for I should have had much 

% 

pleasure in showing you all thaf I slfowed 
him” 

He said something kind to the two other 
gentlemen who were presented with us, and 
tfien told us that the Empress would be glad 
to make our acquaintance; said that he hoped 
to i&e us often at # Cotirt, and that we should* 
make a long stay *ri Petersburg: “ But, of 
all things,” added he, “ go to Moscow, for there 
you will see the true Russian character, and 
the old Russian capital.” He then bowed, and 
wished us good morning. 

VOL. 1. O • 
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HER IMPERIAL MAJESTY. 


We were next ushered, by the Count Mo¬ 
dule, into the Empress’s apartments, and had 
not waited long before her Imperial Majesty 
appeared, attended by Count Litta, thq^Srand 
Chamberlain, and Mademoiselle la Comtesse 
Sophie de Modfcne, the lady in waiting. 

Her Majesty is tall, fair, and beautiful. She 
was very gracious, and said, that she recoin- 
mended me to go from Moscow to Odessa, and 
so on to Constantinople by sea; but when I 
told her Majesty that I had already been at 
Constantinople, she replied, “ that the English 
were such great travellers, that it was not 
easy to point out any new route to them.” 

We had the honour of kissing her Majesty’s 
hand; and, at the expiration of a quarter of an 
hour, she withdrew, and so finished our pre¬ 
sentation at Court. 

Le Comte de Sollohoub was performing the 
functions 6f Grand Maitre de Ceremonies, in 

t 

tfii 

the absence of Comte Stanislas Poto 9 ki. At 
half past twelve our audience concluded, and 
1 returned home. 
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The evening I passed at the Princess Yous- 
soupoff’s, where there was assembled all the 
beauty of Petersburgh. I went in uniform, as 
a compliment to the fair Princess, it being her 
birth-day. 

Nov. 3-15.—I went in ‘uniform to the pa¬ 
rade at the Man 'ige\ where I saw the Emperor 
manoeuvre a corps of infantry, and where were 
some Circassians, clothed in chaih armour, or 
mail, like *tlie old Ntanans. These men 
charged at full gallop, and fired at a piece of 
black felt as they rode. They seemed perfect 
masters of their horses and weapons. 

There were a few Cuirassiers of the. Garde. 

I did not admire them much. There is some- 
thing awkward in the Appearance of all heavy 
dragoons : the men and horses appear trop pim- 
pans *-too squeezy; all is constralht ancl weight.* 

9 • • 

in their movements. 

1 dined upon pollenta at home, and passed 
the evening at Madame Bazaijie’s, where there 
was a concert of amateurs. The Demoiselles 

Lisianski sang divinely. -performed the . 

o 2 
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aria in the 4 ‘ Pirata” of Bellini, and made some 
of the ladies weep! This is a great triumph, 
both for Bellini and for him. 

Nov. 4-16.—Rain, and gloom. I dined at 
the Embassy, and spent the evening at the 
Princess Ivourakin’s, YoussoupofPs, and M. 
Ficquelmont’s, where I met a great many 
agreeable people. 

I hear that the English "breaker of quaran- 

* 

tine has been pardofled. He had a sister-in- 

law, nurse to the little Great Duchesses! , 

. * 

Nov. 5-17.—The morning gloomy and dull; 
tiie afternoon clear and cold. I went to the 
French play, for the benefit of Mademoiselle 
Louise : “ Ma place et ma femme.” It was very 

i 'a J 

well given indeed. Mademoiselle Bourbier is 

- X 7 

an excellent actress. 
f 

*■ Nov. 6-18.—Windy and cold. I passed the 
evening at Madame Boulgakow’s; and after¬ 
wards went to the DemidoflV, where the maes¬ 
tro did not come, so that the evening passed 
heavily enough. Gntti was ill of an inflam¬ 
mation in tlie chest. Rain at night. 
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Nov. 7-19.—Rafny and dark. 1 stayed at 
home all the morning, writing letters to Eng¬ 
land, and waiting for Rubini, who did not 
come. In the evening Gritti and P went to 
hear Wiliourski’s quartetts, and from thcifce 
to the charming Madame Ficquelmont’s agree¬ 
able soiree, when? P made some new acquaint¬ 
ances among the fair sex, more particularly 
Mcsdamcs Pouschkin and Hittroff. I was also 

V 

introduced to the young Count Kotclmbey, 
upon whose mother 1 have so frequently called 
in vain. He tells me that she is in desp&ir at 
not having seen me. I do not believe a word 
of it; for it would have been very easjr for her 
to have sent word when she could have received 
me at her aunt’s house, (Madame Z&gradski.) 
The young Count has, however, undertaken to 
present me to the "grand aunt;* so ail will be* 
done eh rlgle. 

Nov. 8-20.—Fine and sunshiny ;* so much 
so that I am obliged to pull down the blinds 
of all my windows. 

T walked about all the afternoon, after call-^ 
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ing upon Mesdames Pousclikin and Hittroff. 

In the evening I went to the Opera; it was 

* 

“ Otello,” and pretty well performed. The 
Moor >vas beautifully costumed. Desdemona 
I did not like: she was too short, dumpy, and 
undignified. But who can bpar any woman in 
that part who has seen the divine Pasta per¬ 
form it, as I have so frequently? After the 
Opera I went to the Prin’cess YoussoupofFs, 
where we, made a sort of attempt at a charade - 
en-action 9 to amuse the ladies: Soulier: scene 1, 
Two drunken gamblers, {sous;) 2nd, tied to¬ 
gether by a police officer, and dragged away, 

* » 

(lies;) 3rd, a white satin shoe, borne upon a 
cushion, and tried upon the feet of the pretty 

ladies. The fair Princess was the dear little 

% 

Cenerentola. 

Nov. 9-211.—Sunday; fog and gloom.* At 

one o’clock 1 went to Madame Simonowska’s 

amateur concert. The Lisianskis sent an ex- 
« 

cuse. The concert was a failure. -made 

an attempt It “ Ecco ridente il Cielo,” which 
%was well received. Gritti sang well, and so 
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did Vplkonski; —- was hoarse, and out ’of 

spirits. Prince Volkonski introduced me to 
his"amiable sister. Gritti dined with me; and 
in the evening we went together to the French 
play, “ Chacun de son cot6very well per¬ 
formed by Mademoiselle JBourbier. After the 
play we went tew Madame Bazaine’s, where we - 

found the Signorina SopVan ill, and out of 

.V - • 

spirits. 

Nov. 10-22!.—I was ^wakened by a letter 
from the General Aide-de-camp Benkendorff, 
announcing that the Emperor invited <ne to 
assist at a grand review of the Corps de la 
Garde , upon the Place Tzariltzine long , (Champ 
de Mars,) at twelve o’clock to-day; and at the 
same time informing me that a saddle-horse 
would be in readiness for me upon the spot. 

Hdjvever, before *the* indicated hour, I learnjt 

• 

from la young military friend that the review 
was postponed on account of the cold. 

There is a black frost. The thermometer 
is at —4° of Reaumur.* In thf afternoon I 
promenaded in the Newsky Perspective, and 
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lionized a superb new Italian shop, opposite 
the Strogonoff Palace. Here I found the 
fair Princess Youssoupoff and her pretty dame 
de compagnie. I dined at four o’clock with 
the Princess Holgorouki, where I met Ad¬ 
miral Greig.* 'From thence I drove to Gritti’s, 
to the Comtesse Kossakowska'c, to the I..avals’, 
the English Ambassadress, (where tea en fa- 
mille.) Here I met the Prince SoltchikofT, 
who is a very amusing and clever personage. 
He related a curious instance of the aptitude 
of the*Russian peasantry at imitation,—name¬ 
ly, a party of Mujicks, who had been em¬ 
ployed by an architect to polish some of 
* 

the* columns for the Casan Church, having 
seen in the architect’s studio a bust of Ju- 
piter Olympius, took it into their heads to 
njake a copy of it. They* selected a la»-ge 
block of red granite for 'their purpose, and, 
to the utter astonishment of the architect, 

c 

* N. B.—I learn from Admiral Greig that there is no 
danger in the navigation of the Black .Sea; deep water, 
except off the mouths of the Danube: no rocks, and no cur¬ 
rents, except off* the Bosphorus. 
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produced a most perfect copy of the bust. It 
is now to be seen in the Strogonoff Palace, 
and, 1 am told by competent judges, is an 
admirable performance. These Mujlcks came 
from the interior of the country, and had never 
before seen a statue or bust. I have heard of 
many similar inStahces of this sort of Chinese*" 
imitative 1 went. 

* *■ . * j a 

V , • • 

From the Ambassadress I went to Madame 
ZagradsKi’s, in hopes of seeing Madame Kotchu- 
bey, but was disappointed; and finding no one 
here to introduce me, presented myself. *From 
hence in the snow, (for it was falling very fast,) 

I drove to Madame lvassarkoff’s, where I ro- 
mained about an hour, and from thence" to 
Sladame Boulgakow’s, where I stayed until past 

•fu, ’ , • 

one o’clock. To-morrow I must get my horse 
ice-shod, and have*a trameau. 

Nov. 11-23. — Snow and frost. I went to 
the Palais de l’Etat Major. 

This is a splendid edifice, in the shape 
of a crescent, facing the Winter Palace, and 
having its centre pierced by an-enormous tri- 
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umphal arch, erected to perpetuate the remem¬ 
brance of the exploits of the Russian armies 
during that eventful campaign which termi¬ 
nated in the downfall of Napoleon in 1814. 

In this building is transacted all the business 
connected with* the administration of the army: 
"here are departments for hydrography, for geo¬ 
graphy, for topography, and for, every branch 
of engineer-drawing: here all the plans of the 
fortresses of the empire, all the surveys made 
by order of the Government, and all the maps 
of thd empire, are drawn and coloured; in 
short, every thing, excepting the accounts of 
the army, finds here its bureau. 

The labours of this immense establishment 
are performed by officers of all ranks in the 
army, wearing the neat undress uniform of 
their respective grades. * 

The apartments are extrefnely spacious, well 
'fitted up, well furnished, lighted, and venti¬ 
lated; and the fastidious degree of cleanliness 
there observed, is the most extraordinary thing 
in the world. 
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PALACE Or THE ETAT MAJOR. 

How the Russians, who are in reality a dirty 
people in their private habits, can be brought 
by discipline to such an unexampled degree of 
cleanliness in the execution of their public 
duties, I cannot understand; but their extreme 
docility will, perhaps, furnish the clue to this 
and many oth&* remarkable facts relating to 
them. 

The sale of all the maps executed in this de~ 
partment is permitted fey the Government, and 
very well executed they are, and at reasonable 
prices. There is, however, a private * depot, 
which contains all the plans collected by the 
military staff, such as fortresses in the enemy's 
country, reconnoissances of particular nature, 
secret information, &c. This department can 
only be viewed by special permission. 

The Etat Major makes likewise ^11 its o\yn 

dies, types, mathematical instruments; and it 

• • 

is a remarkable fact, that all the artists em- 
ployed in these various departments are private 
soldiers, or non-commissioned officers of the 
native army . 
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I quote this fact to prove the extreme ex¬ 
pertness and docility of this people. 

Perhaps the most remarkable thing in the 
Palace of*the Etat Major, is the Cast-iron 
RoOrn, made to contain the archives of the 
army. It is nearly 250 feet long by 100 wide. 
The architect Itossi has th& credit of the sin- 

fc. 

gular construction of this room. For a detail 
of this extraordinary hall, in which no wood is 
used, I refer my reader to Dr. Granville, page 
75, vol. ii. from whom the traveller may now 
and thfen take many a valuable hint. 

The Military Library is well worthy of no¬ 
tice. It is lighted by a cupola by day, and by 
a splendid gas lustre by night. 

The ffcriifr candelabra of bronze, with their 
imperial eagles, wielding the mimic lighting 

of gas, mifst produce at night a magic effect. 

, » 

The parquetted floors, and the satin-wood- 
looking bookcases, all made of the white-birch 

of the country, are unequalled in beauty by 

* 

any thing I have hitherto seen of this descrip¬ 


tion. 
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All the officers of the garrison have free 
access to this Library, by which means they 
get at books prohibited by the Censure. 

The original Code of Laws, by the great 
legislator and conqueror Peter, is kept here, 
in a gilt case, resting nppn an eagle in the 
front of the ptfd&stal, upon which Isfdlftds tile 

bust of that immortal Czar. 

. • 

Nov. 12-24.—Pine, hut cold. Therinoine- 
ter —4 ? . In the evening I went to the French 
pjay, and afterwards to the soiree of la Com- 
tesse Pouschkin, where I made sev'eral elfarming 
acquaintances. 

There were many very pretty women, parti¬ 
cularly the Princess of OuroussofF, the Princess 

Hilchkoff, the fair Tolstoy, and olliefs.- 

sang “ In questo barbaro fatal istanfe,” and a 
Troubadour. Invite from la Gomt&se Pousch¬ 
kin for every Wednesday. 

Nov. 13-25.—The evening I passed at Ma- 
dame de Boulgakow’s. Talking to the lively 

Mademoiselle-, about the jealousy existing 

between women ! <e Ah,” said* she,I have 
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suffered much from them. - With you men, 
your duels soon settle any differences; it is 
then finished; but women kill each other a 
coups d'tpingle” 

Thermometer — 4°. 

Nov. 14-26.—Dull and cold. 

* Theimometer — 3°. 


The evening I passed very agreeably at Ma¬ 
dame Ficquelmont’s. 

Nov. 15-27.—Thermometer — 4° 30'. 

I dined at Madame Ficquelmont’s. The party 
was lai’ge and distingue; among them some 
pretty women. The table superb; gold pla¬ 
teaux and service. The evening I passed at the 
Anibassadyess of England’s and at the Princess 
Kourakin^; 

Nov. 16-28. — Foggy and dark. At half- 
past two I went in company with M. Nordm, 
of the Swedish Mission, to be presented to 
H. I. H. the Grand-Duke Michael. H. I. H. 

X 

conversed with me |bout our naval arsenals, 
and compared them with Cronstadt, very mo¬ 
destly giving all the praise to the former. 
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The Grand-Duchess was ill, and did not re¬ 
ceive us. To-day the thermometer is at — 7°, 
and the trees look like ostrich feathers, being 
covered with a light down of frost. * The pro- 
menaders have their hair, whiskers, moustache, 
&c. frozen. The evening I passed at fc the 
French play, “ l’Ecble des Vieillards,” v^Ey.weli'** 
performed. The soiree at Sladame Pouschkin’s 
and Princess Youslsoup off’s. 

Nov. 17-29.—Sunshine, but cold; thermo¬ 


meter —10°. I went with Gritti to be intro¬ 
duced to the Princess Natalie Gallitzift, (an 
old acquaintance of mine at Munich); she was 
going out, but sent word to come in the eve¬ 
ning. At nine o’clock I went to the Princ&ss 

V 

Ifourakin’s, and at eleven to the Princess Na- 
talie Gallitzin’s, where I was introduced to a 


sister of my friencl^ young Senge Gallitzin, la 
Comtesse Choiseul 


The Prince Serge Gallitzin’s house is splen- * 
did, and contains many fin$ and valuable paint¬ 
ings. He , is a great amateur of the fine arts, 
and composes prettily in music. • The Princess 
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is a very distinguished and accomplished singer. 
—It is difficult to express the beauty of a 
moonlight drive through Petersburg!!, with the 
snow upon the ground and upon the roofs of 
tire palaces. 

r 

N B. These two''days past the canals have 
Ven. frozen over. 

Nov. 18-30. — Bright sunshipe. 1 went to 

the Hermitage. Thermometer — 7°. 

The evening I passed at the YoussoupofFs’, 

the Kossakowskas’, and the fair Ambassadress 

%! 

of Austria’s. She rallies me always about my 
journal. She would not be displeased, perhaps, 
to see what a prominent place she occupies in it. 

’To-day the great bridge over the Neva is 
moved away. So now the winter has begun m 
earnest, but as we have hardly any snow, there 
•is as yet ivo trainage , and provisions are become 
dear in consequence of the difficulty of commu¬ 
nication with the interior—sledge roads gene- 

t 

rally supplying the place of chaussees . 

Nov. 19. (Dec. I.")—Sunshine. Thermometer 
— 7^°. I walked to the Neva to look at the ice; 
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it was three or four inches thick already, but 
very rough and uneven on the surface. Some 
boats were ^frozen in mid-channel, so suddenly 
did the river ice over. The police* were em¬ 
ployed in tracing out a route for foot pas- 

sengers upon the ice, and in cutting out a 

* 

channel througlf which the pontoons to 

be drawn baek^into* their proper berths; all of 
which will, I suppose, be done to-morrow, and 
then the communication with the Vassillv Os- 
trpff go on as before. 

To-night there are no soirees, hecauSe, for¬ 
sooth, this is the fifth anniversary of the death 
of Alexander ! (Bad compliment to the reign¬ 
ing Sovereign.) 

Nov. 20. (Dec. 2.)—The wcathef is superb; 

with sunshine and clear blue sky. I went at 

one o’clock to practise a duett in Ritici’s ee Som- 

nambulo” with Gntti. Rubini *did not come, 

but there was a certain Ereolani, a'singing mas- 

% 

ter, from Dresden, who accompanied us. 

The evening I passed at the Boulgakow s, 
ou Von a conjuge le verbe . The multitude of 
von. i. i- 
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c 

,c 

decorations around me on every side made me 
reflect, “ Oh happy nation, in which every 
third man is either hero, statesman, or savant! 
no wonder that thy victorious arms and still 
more victorious diplomacy have achieved for 
thee the conquest of ‘two-thirds of the earth! 

rfffitions, not so blessed, have toiled 
through centuries q{ blood 'and ink, and have, 
alas! only a few grand crosses and a few wood¬ 
en legs to show for all their victories^ and all 
their treaties and congresses; whilst thou, oh 

happy *natioA! decoratest the breast of even 
• 

thy meanest subject with crosses of honour 
and galaxies of stars of chivalry, and preservest 
the'limbs of thy warriors entire.”* 

Thermoiaeter — 7i°. Anniversary of acces- 
sion; stinking fire-pans in the streets; no other 
rejoicing or soirees. 

Nov. 21. (Dec. 3).—Superb weather. I still 
continue to t>pen my windows for an hour or 
two every morning*. In the afternoon I 

* N. B. Thercf are only three wooden legs in all Peters- 
burgh. 
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walked across th£ ice of the Neva to the op¬ 
posite side, to see the Mujicks cutting a canal 
through the ice for the purpose of replacing 
the pontoons fof the bridge. They cut out 

large masses with long poles armed at the 'end 

•* 

with a sort of hoe; the'fce masses they attach 

a rope to, and tfleri tow them down the istrcain 

. • 

out of the way of the pontoon. Three or four 

hundred of these *men were at wt)rk. The ther- 

mometer at — 9°- In *the evening I made an 

abortive attempt at soirees; the Ficquelmonts 

did not receive, nor did the Bazaines ; sb home 

# 

to bed at 11. 30. P. M. 

Nov. 22. (Dec. 4.)—Weather beautiful. I 
went to the Palais St. Michael. I never pass 
this palace without a disagreeable feeling, 
when I reflect upon the barbarous and hateful 
tragedy there performed by Count •Pahlen and 
his associates! 

That Paul was very mad was true, but he’ 
had never done enoughs justify his atrocious 
and cowardly assassination. 

I have been informed, that whenever in his 

v ' • 

p 2 
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latter days he sallied out of this palace into the 
city, he always sent a herald to announce his 
having passed the frontiers , to the Governor- 
General of Petersburgh. 

Upon these occasions the drawbridges were 
thrown over the moat which then surrounded 
the' -castle, and he entered the r precincts of the 
city with trump and drum, as if he were a 
foreign potentate entering in triumph a rival 
state. The Governor-General was obliged to 
receive him at the head of his staff, and, kneel¬ 
ing upon one knee, present to him the keys 
c * 

of the city and the fortress of the Neva. 

These and such puerilities were the results 
of his education, and the barbarities exercised 
upon him by his mother, Catharine the Great. 

This palace is now turned into the Engineer 
School, and is governed by the Grand-Duke 
Michael. 

There is something noble and striking about 
the architecture of this palace in spite of its 
many faults. Its gilt spire is a fine object 
from the Summer bridge. 
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Thermometer —«*9°. In the evening the opera 
of the “ Barbiere di Siviglia” was very well 
given. La Schoberleckner sang some varia¬ 
tions upon a Swiss song, a la Sont&g. -After 
the Opera I went to see the Princess Yo’us- 
soupoff. 

Nov. 23. (D<!c.*5.) The weather not so 

bright, but threatening to snow. This is to 

• * 

be desired for thfc pleasure as well as the con- 
venienee* of the inhabitants of Petersburg!). 
Ii{ the evening the French play, and Madame 
Bazaine’s. At night snow. 

Nov. 24. (Dec. 6.) — Slight snow. The 
bridge is replaced across the Neva, an$ I drove 
over to the Vassilly Ostroff to make visits. * It 
is the fGte of St. Catharine. Thermdfrieter —5 C . 
I stayed at home all the evening. 

* t 

Nov. 25. (Dec. ,7.) — Dark arM gloomy*, 

• . # • , • 

threatening to snow. I dined* at the Em- 

4 

bassy, and passed the evening at the Kossar- 
koffs’ and Ficquelmonts’, I subscribed fifty 
roubles to the Montagries llusses. Thermo- 
meter—5°. ^ 
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Nov. 26. (Dec. 8.)—Fine. Thermometer 
—3°. I skaited all the afternoon upon the Moi- 
ka, near the Little Admiralty. Upon my re¬ 
turn home I learned the dreadful news from 
Warsaw. A friend of mine, General Trem- 

V 

bicki, is killed, and so is Stanislas Poto^ki. 
Where will all this end ? 

The Emperor announced this.terrible news 
to-day on parade. “ Gentlemen of the guards,” 
said he, “ the Poles have rebelled; I have order¬ 
ed General Rosen to march his army immedi¬ 
ately towards the Vistula. I will send every 

i 

disposable regiment to put down this unnatu¬ 
ral revolt. If this be not sufficient, I will put 
myself at your head, and we will march into 
Poland. Vou will not desert me in the hour 
of need ?” 

• The officers went up severally and embraced 

i 

him; the troops huzzaed, and many shed tears. 

After dinner I had some music in my rooms. 
At half past nine to the Lisianskis’: the Sopran 
did not come home from play ; from thence to 

the Comtesse Pouschkin’s, where njusic and flir- 

« • 

l at ion until half-past two. 
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* 

Nov. 27. (Dec. 9.)—This morning I reposed, 
after my fatigues of yesterday, until the sun 
had climbed to his meridian height, when, 
lighting up the'windows of the Moika, he 
woke me from my dreams of Elysium, to're- 
mind me that I must skait at two. 

At two, therefore, I skaited; and, yea eveii 
until past four; when, liome to refresh the 
outward as well • as inward man; in other 
words, I* went to dinner 

JL passed the evening at the Boulgakows’. 
Thermometer —5°. 

Nov. 28. (Dec. 10.)—Dull and gloomy; 
threatening to snow. Thermometer— 5°. Hunt¬ 
ing for skaits. Visite chez Crampton, whose 
admirable drawings made me blush for my 
own indolence and negligence in this particular 
art!. I found an Excellent pair*of skaits, made 
in the’English pattern, at Mr. Andrews’ maga¬ 
zine, in the Gran Morskoi. I skaited until* 
dark upon the Moika. In the afternoon it 
snowed considerably; and the traineaux began 
to fly about in all directions. . I went in a 
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sledge to the Comtesse Fieqiielmont’s r where 

•» 

I passed the evening very agreeably. The 
affairs of Poland engross the attention of the 
public very painfully. Tlrere is no courier 
from Warsaw; but, from all we hear, every 

r 

thing is in the greatest confusion there. A 
'great part of the army has remained faithful,J© 
the Grand-Duke. This corps observes the ca¬ 
pital. No battle has yet taken place since the 
20th. A Provisional Government is installed. 
I learn that this revolt has no connexion with 
the affairs df Belgium or Paris; probably it is 
the remains of the leaven of 1825. 

Nov. 29. (Dec. 11.)—Rain and gloom. The 
Government has published two extraordinary 
Supplements to the Gazettes of Thursday and 
of to-day, containing a brief detail of the affair 
of Warsaw. It would seem that the revolt 
originated with the subaltern officers of the 
Polish army, ydio, with a great many other 
individuals in-coloured clothes, on,* the night 
of the 17-29th attacked the Palace of the 
Caesarevitch^ and .massacred several persons; 
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u _ m 

among, others, Lieut.-General Gendre. The 

v T 

revolt then spread among the Polish^ troops, 
who attacked the Russian Guard of Lithuania 

t *' 

and ofWolhynia, and killed and* wounded 
about thirty men. These regiments succeeded, 
however, in cutting their way through the re¬ 
volted. The AiSenal was then plundered, and 

arms distributed tb the populace. On the 

• * 

18-30th the revolt continued to spread: the 
Polish Chasseurs a Cheval de kt Garde re¬ 
mained faithful to the Grand-Duke. The 4th 
Regiment of Infantry, the battalion of Sappers, 
and nine squads of Grenadiers, seconded the 
revolted. 

On the 19th Nov. (1st Dec.) the Grand 
Duke evacuated Warsaw, accompanied by, tin; 
Russian troops of the Guard and the "faithful 
Potes. His Imperial Highness bivouacked at 
the village of Wi/zka, two wersts from|War- 
saw. The Russian force consisted of the’ 

* 4 

Guards of Lithuania and Volhynia, thirteen 
companies of Polish Guards, and all the ca- 
Valry and artillery of the .said^Quard. T|ie 
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t 

horse artillery of Poland went over to the re¬ 
volted. Here follow the names of the officers 
killed:— 


POLES. 

•f 

* 

General of Artillery, Haucke, Minister of War. 

General of Infantry, Comte Stanislas Poto^ki. 
Brigadier-General A. D. C. Trembicki. 

Chef d’Etat Major, Sementkowski. 

Commandant 2 me Brig de ' 2 me Div.' d'Inf e , Blumer. 

Colonel Chef d'Etat Major d’Artill. Pol., Mecizewski. 

RUSSIANS. 

Lieutenant-General Gendre. 

Colonel Sass. 

r « 

The Provisional Government acts in the 
name of the Emperor: invited so to do by the 
local authorities. 

The Emperor has ordered the corps d’arm<ie 
de Lithuanie to enter Poland immediately. 
The 1st C<?rps qf Infantry, and 3rd of Cavalry 

-i 

< 

of Reserve, approach the frontier of the king¬ 
dom. 

Nov. 29. (Dec. 11.)—The second Supplement 
informs us, that on the 20 Nov, (2 Dec.) the 
Grand-Duke remained in position, acting purely 
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on the defensive, after having re-established the 
communication across the Vistula, near the vil¬ 
lage of Willanowa. Here his Imperial Highness 
was reinforced by some companies of carabineers, 
and by the regiments 1st and 3rd of the Polish 
army, and also by the company of grenadiers 
of 6th Regiment if Infantry. Besides these,* 

he was joined by the baftery of position of 

• ® 

Russian Guard, No. 5.; including this battery, 
twenty-eight pieces of artillery are assembled 
round the Grand-Duke. The troops have 
abundance of provisions. Meanwhile the tu¬ 
mult begins to subside in Warsaw, and it is * 
presumed that a great part, of the population 
has had no part in the revolt. Pillage has 
ce&sed; thanks to some retired Polish generals 
and well-disposed inhabitants. The Provisional 
Government has published a proclamation to 
this effect. 

The Grand-Duke renders justice to the • 
bravery and fidelity of the Polish Chasseurs c\ 
Cheval, who cut their way through masses of 
the revolted to effect their junction with his 
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Imperial Highness. The Generals Krassinski 
and Kumakowski are much praised. Generals 
Isidore Krassinski, Male^ki, and R6del, have 
joined his Imperial Highness. 

•The revolted have made prisoners several 
officers in the act of executing the orders of the 
Grand-Duke. General Nowieki was killed the 
first day, and General Bontam has disappeared. 

To-day the Guards have orders to be in 
readiness t® march on the 1st of January. 

It rained all the afternoon and evening. I 
sent an excuse to Mr. Jubb, with whom I was 
to have dined, not liking to face the wet in a 
traineau. At ten o’clock the weather improv¬ 
ed, and I splashed along in my sledge through 
melted snrow and mud, to the fair Princess 
YoussoupofPs, where I remained until half past 
twelve. This terrible thaw'will send aw?y all 
our ice. 

Nov. 30'(Dec. 12).—Sunday. Rapid thaw, 
no* traineaux. Thermometer zero. Promenade 
in the Newsky Perspective. While looking at 
the ice from the Pont de Police, I observed an 
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officer smiling at me with his hand to his hat; 
I pulled off mine in return; the officer laughed 
outright—it was the Emperor! 

At nine I drove’in drosky to the Bazaines’, 
where we sang all the evening; ^ellini, Mer- 
.cadante, Celli, &c. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Reports from Poland.—Character of the Poles.—Fete St. 
Nicholas, and cercle a la Cour. —Imperial Court.—Com¬ 
mercial Club.—Sir J. Wfley.—Siege of Varna*—Justifi¬ 
cation of Jussuff Pacha.—Anecdotes of the Campaign of 
Bulgaria in* 1828. —Humours from Poland.—Liability of 
Petersburgh to sudden Inundations.—Reflections upon 
Nicholas’s Manifesto to the Poles. 

4 Dec. 1-13.—Thaw. Thermometer 2° 30'. I 
passed the morning at Gritti’s, when I found a 
fresh importation in . . .the shape of a Seconda 
Donna from Venice. She sang several airs very 
well, and is a rich Mezzo Sopran. I dined at 
Mr. Jubb’s; and passed the evening at the Boul- 

• ' h 

gakows’ and Kassarkows’. The accounts from 
Warsaw are very unfavourable. It seems that 
the Grand-Duke.had attacked the place, and 
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had been beaten With considerable loss and 
many prisoners. H. I. H. attributes this fail¬ 
ure to the imprudence of a Colonel who at¬ 
tacked without orders: (all this is unofficial.) 
At four this evening it froze again; at five 
^there were 2° 30 of cold ; at eight it snowed. 

Dec. 2-14.—Hard frost and gloomy, ttireat- 

. • 

ening more snojv. The traineaux are all in 
motion this morning. Thermonieter—5°. I 
dined at the British Embassy, and passed the 
evening at the Princess Dolgorouki’s and the 
Austrian Ambassadress’s, v- 

Dec. 3-15.—Sunshine and hard frost. Ther¬ 
mometer—8. I skaited all the afternoon upon 
the Neva,* the ice was very hard, rough and 
brittle. The extraordinary Supplement to the 
Gazette states that the reVolt spreads all over 

Poland, that no dispatch from th§ Grand-Duka 
• • 

has reached Petersburgh of later date than the 

20th Nov. (2nd Dec.) But that tKe Csesare- 

* ** 

* The English residents subscribe to make a fund for 

n 

clearing and sweeping a large square upon the ice of the 
Neva; they are by far the best skaiters in Pbtersburgh. 
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witch has retreated to the frontiers of Vol- 
hynia. This seems rather to confirm the 
report of the day before yesterday, {vide 1-13 
December.) 

The Russians are in great alarm and agita- 

t 

tion, hut they say they will not leave one stone 

■ 

upon another in Warsaw. c Nous verrons. I 
care for the tranquillity of Europe more than 
I do for the Poles, who have always been an 
unquiet, unhappy, ill-governed and ill-govern¬ 
ing nation. Whoever has the task of ruling 
them, lies not upon a bed of roses; in all 
periods of their history, they have ever be¬ 
trayed their own cause, by their factions and 
animosities, by their pride and their fickleness. 

I passed the evening at the Lisianskis’, where 
we sang, particularly the duo in the Pirata, 
“ Bagnatt) delle lagrimeliere I stayed so late, 
that I missed the brilliant soir6e of the Com- 
tesse Pouschkin. 

Dec. 4-16.—Cold and wind. Thermometer 
—10°. 1 skaited for half an hour; the ice was 
very bad, and the atmosphere too cold to afford 
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much enjoyment.. I walked for an hour in 
the Newsky Perspective, and had the' mortifi¬ 
cation of hearing from the beautiful Comtessc 

* 

Pouschkin, that she gave no more, soirees at 
present, because her brothers are all marching 
to the unhappy Polish war. At night J drove 
in my sledge toflie Princesse Natalie Gallit" 
zin’s, blit did not find hef at home, and bore 

. i 

up for the Boulgakows’; where.Gregoire Vol- 
konski, Gritti, and I, sapg duos and trios until 
midnight, when home and to bed. 

Dec. 5-17.—Weather gloomy, threatening to 
snow. I passed the morning in my sledge,’ 
paying various visits, but found no one at 
home. Thermometer 1°. The evening I pass¬ 
ed at the French play, “ l’Ecole des Maris,” 
The Austrian Ambassadress did not receive, so 

I went home and to bed at half-past eleven. 

* • 

At night rapid thaw. - To-day. very sinister 
reports arrived from Poland: on dit that the* 
Grand-Duke is surrounded and cut offh and 
that National Guards are enrolled in War¬ 
saw, &c. 

vol. i. a 
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Dec. 6-1& Snow, snow, snow. It is the 

v ' i " 1 

ffite of St. Nicholas. I went to court to con¬ 
gratulate the Emperor, and was marshalled 
among the corps diplomatique , but being nei¬ 
ther ambassador, minister, or secretary, was not 
noticed by their Imperial Majesties in the cir¬ 
cle. The Duke of MTurt^mburg cut a droll 
figure, as did the 1 Queen and Princesses of 

Georgia in the singularly ugly costume of their 
* , 
country. Some of the jmaids of honour are very 

pretty, particularly la Mademoiselle Rosettfeand 

c 

the Princesse Yurussoff.-looked 

quite coquettish. After the “ circle” I was 
going away-with the rest of the corps diploma - 
tique, but finding that my carriage was not at 
the door (»for I had entered by another) I went 
back again up the grand staircase, and was mar¬ 
shalled along by a coureur with a fine cap e and 
plumes into , the front saloon, where were as¬ 
sembled all the ladies of the court: this was a 
most lucky accident, for otherwise I should not 
have seen them at all. Here I stayed for an 
hour or so, djespite^ the signsfe of the coureur , 
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who wanted to march me through^ the crowd; 

for as a stranger I had no business here. At 

length, having made my bow to all my fair 

acquaintances, and’having satisfied my curiosity 

about the splendour of the court, &c. I escaped 

* 

through the crowd of laced and embroidered 
coats to the left, while they marched to the right* 
to be presented, and ’so regained my carriage at 

about two o’clock. • I had the honour of being 

■ 

presented to the Comte .Stanislas Poto 9 ki, for 
whofti I have a letter from Lady Pembroke; 
likewise I was introduced to the fair Corfltesse 
Boleslas Poto 9 ka, one of the belles of Peters- 
* burgh. 

The Emperor looked fatigued, the Empress 
pale and anxious, the Grand-Dhke^positively 
sulky. The household, and the various guards 
are very magnificent; a number of blacks 
clothed* in a Sort of Oriental costume, wait 
at every door of the state apartments — the 

to 

locale is unique. No court in Europe (I 
speak of the court and not the palace) is so 
splendid as thatNff Great Britain.; the beauty 

w * 

Q 2 
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of our women is so superior to that of all other 
nations, that they of themselves constitute a 

stowHnot to be rivalled. I was struck wilt the 

* « , ' 

arrangement in the''White-Hall of the Arms 
(Heraldic) of the various nations composing the 
gigantic Russian empire. They reminded me 
of engravings and bas-reliefs illustrative of Ro¬ 
man triumphs* 

After the court, I went through the snow 
in my sledge to call upon Count Stahislas Po- 
to^ki. 

At* five I* went with Mr. Jubb to dine at the 
Commercial Club, a fine establishment upon the 
English quay. This was formerly the palace 
of Lord Cathcart. A great deal of champagne 
was drunk, and much loyalty elicited by gene- 

i 

rous libations. I Jpd to make one or two 
speeches £n return for compliments paid to the 
IMtish navy*. * I had the pleasure of making 
the acquaintance of Sir James Wil^y, the fa- 

«* w 

mog| surgeon to the late Emperor. I was also 
introduced to several of the merchants; among 
others, Mr. Cayley. After s d§^ner, an old fel- 
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low with a long beard, the principal Russian, 
merchant, who had heard something about one 

■4 * 

of ray speeches at table, insisted upon kissing 
me, as a mark of affection for my principles^ as 
he said. I allowed him to kiss my forehead* 
It is said that the Grand-Duke is taken pri¬ 
soner, arid has signed some sort of capitulation* 
with the revolted. It remains tu be seen whe¬ 
ther Russia will observe any such capitulation, 
made in’such a manner# The policy of Catha¬ 
rine still exists in the councils of the Tzar. 

The Emperor was up all last ip'ght reading 
the dispatches received in the course of the 
evening, and occupied in giving the neces¬ 
sary orders consequent upon these terrible 
eVents. Will not Prussian and Austrian Po¬ 
land follow the example of, Warsaw ? 

Dec. 7-19. I tfined with Mr. JuJbb, where 
I met* Sir J. Wiley. ’ He is an* honest, fr^k 
sort of ip an, speaking English with ccmsi- 
derable hesitation and difficulty. He r^ted 
many curious facts and ’anecdotes about his 

■j 'w 

various campaign and journeys .with the late 
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Emperor. He said he had travelled with Alex¬ 
ander 210,000 wersts! That at the battfe of 
Borodino 16,000 wounded passed throu^S^the 
hands of the medical staff in twenty-six hours; 
out: of which were five hundred and sixty-seven 
amputations of legs and arms. That he calcu¬ 
lated that, in every battle in'the field, about 
one-sixth of the wounded alone required being 
moved far into the rear for'careful treatment. 
He gave a very interesting account of the cam¬ 
paign of 1828; and did not say much for the 
activity of 1 the superior generals, , many of 

, S" 

whom never moved out of their tents for two 

* 

> 

and three months together. 

W -n and D-h came within this ca¬ 

tegory. They couljJ. never be persuaded even 
to visit their wounded. 

The siege of* Varna seems to have been the 
worst conducted thing of the sort in modern 
days; and Brailow owes its capture almost to 
accident. D-h was not up at the begin¬ 

ning of the fight before Kooleffehiek, and the 
whole affair was brought on unexpectldiy and 
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by Occident, and not, as we were led to belieye, 

A ■ • 

by a scientific and bold march of the Marshal’s 

,4 

froilff|he trenches of Silistria. The advanced* 
guard of the Russians suffered very? severely; 
two battalions only saved about thirty rrien 

each. Fortunately, the main body came up, 

* 

and the explosion of some powder-waggons 
frightened the.Nizam Djedid, and saved the 
Russians. 

Sir James confirms all my opinions respect- 

* 

ing Shumla. It ought to have been taken; 
but the Russians never had a sufficient force 

• 

before it even to blockade it. They often left 
tents where there were no men, to deceive the 
Turkish garrison. Had the Turks been either 
enterprising or commonly active, they might 

a . • 

have destroyed the Russian corps in detail. 

It is impossible to conceive «o ill*conducted 
a campaign, .’and ’so many faults as seem* to 

have been committed on both sides. Greig * 

* 

fired 160,000 round shot into Varna, and after 
all did but little harm, for the Turks lay along 
the ramjparts beneath the shelter of the parapet, 
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while the shot flew into thfc place and hit no 
one. The Russians are said to have lost 7$$0Cp i 
" men before the place, chiefly by pestilence and 
famine. Wiley discovered in Varna a maga¬ 
zine of heads, ears, and noses, all ready to be 
sent off to Constantinople to gratify the pride $ 
of the Stamboolee Turks. He called this, jo¬ 
cosely, “ an magazin capital” Jussuff Pacha 
defended the plaice heroically^ and was betrayed 
by Omcr Vrione* N® nation but Turks and 


* Siijcc my tetujn^t© England I have had much pleasure ^ 
• in perusing the vc|§||tever, lively, and, as far as 1 can” 
judge, correct sketches of Russia and Turkey, by Captain 
Alexander, of the sixteenth Lancers. From his pages I do 
>not*scruple to borrow the following account of the surrender 
/of Varna, as it fully corroborates what I have stated respect¬ 
ing the conduct of Jusst^^acha of that city. 

“ The siege of Varna Was commenced in 1828, with an 
inadequate fqrce of twelve hundred men ; the defenders of 


it at that time consisting of only three thousand, including 
the citizens. When the Turks saw that the Russittps were 


not sufficiently strong in numbers to carry the place by a 
coup fie wain, they dexterously threw in a reinforcement of 
25,000 men, and strengthened the defences. 

“ The Emperor was so much impressed with 4hc import¬ 
ance of obtaining‘possession of Varna, fhat leaving the Em- 
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Spaniards would Ifiave defended it at all. The 
Rifetian investiture was a most imperfect and 

{ tv 

press at Odessa, he embarked in Admiral Greig’s ship, the 
Paris, of one hundred and ten guns, and remained on board 
for forty days, superintending the operations, after the siege 
had been vigorously pushed for a month. The Capitan 
Pacha then came out with a flag of truce, ostensibly to trea| 
for a surrender of the place, but in reality, that he might 
get reinforced withput being disturbed ; for his garrison had 
suffered 'most severely The terms proposed to him were,' 
tlrat he an^ his troops shot^d be allowed to march out with 

t '*■ 

the honours of war; but as he objected to these terms, the 
siege was continued. 

u At last, after two months of open trenches, the eounter- 
' scarp of the tower was blown in, ainfl^rmidable breach was* 
effected in the scarp. One hundred and fifty sailors and 
three hundred and fifty chasseurs volunteered for^the storm¬ 
ing party, to be followed by pioneers ’ to form a lodgement' 
on the parapet; the covering party was a strong force of* 
the Guards. 


“ On the appointed signal, the forlorn hope advanced 
from the trenches, moilhted the breach, J;akingJ;hc Turks by 
surprizq, and driying them forward in*the streets of tlie 

,j # * 

town. The pioneers followed with the gabions and fascines 
but the engineer officer, who ought to have accompanied 
them to direct the operations, was Nowhere to be found, 
and the pioneers merely threw*.down their materials, with¬ 


out any o]Je to point out how the lodgement should be 
formed. After the first panic of the Tifrks had subsided, 
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lamentable piede of strategy. They sat down 

before it with a force inferior to that of the 

- * • v 

' they poured in updn the intrepid little band from every 
side, but nht before the town had been fired in several 
places. Count Woronzoff, who gallantly conducted the 
party, seeing no cuance of making any great impression at 
that time, as his force was much too small, sounded the 
retreat, which was not effected without heavy loss; for the 
Turks mounting on the houses, poured on their assailants a 
murderous fire, which annihilated half of their numbers. The 
remainder finding that no lodgement had been formed on 
the top of the breach, withdrew to the camp. 

“ Though this assault failed, it made a great impression 
on the Osmanlees, for they saw that now the Russians could 
t get into the town whenever they pleased; their situation had 
also become otherwise desperate, for they were surrounded 
on every side, by sea and by land, and were cut off from all 
supplies; disease was making dreadful havock among them; 
twelve thousand men had perished; and besides the bat¬ 
teries of cannon and mortars on the land sidej two line of 
battle-ships and several bomb-ketches, had been constantly 
bombarding the town, so that every^house was riddled, and 
tlie streets were impassable with t vuins and the nnburied 
corpses of the slain. &T 

“ Yoosoof Pacha, the second in command, was accord¬ 
ingly deputed by the Capitan Pacha again to -treat for sur¬ 
render. Admiral Greig was appointed by the Emperor 
(conjointly with Count Woronzoff) to be the negotiator, and 
he stated to Yoosoof the terms that he was now authorized to 
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garrison; and whten the guard arrived, the 
Graifd-Duke did not like to sacrifice his Preoba- 

f Sc 

t 

offer; viz. that the troops should lay down their arms, sur¬ 
render themselves prisoners at discretion, and deliver up 
the munitions of war in their possession; but that private 
property should be respected. t Yoosocff fought hard for 

better terms, solicited $iat the honours of war should be 

• • 
granted the Turks for their bravery, and that they should 

be allowed to march whither they chose, carrying with them 
their effects; but* to this it was answered, # that the Emperor 
had been once deceived by a pretended negotiation, that the 
mild terms he had first proposed had been rejected, that 
great loss had been sustained by his troops from the obstinacy 
of the Turks, and that since they clearly saw that it was 
impossible the place could hold oupa week longer, (from • 
the defences being ruined,) he was determined to grant no 
other terms than the unconditional surrender of the garri¬ 
son. * Well, well then/ said Yoosoof, getting up and shak¬ 
ing hands with the Admiral, ‘ I must try and settle the mat¬ 
ter with the* Capitan Pacha; but yeti are very hard upon us: 
to-morrow morning I shall be with you in the trenches with 
the 'answer of my chief.* 

“On .the following morning Yoosoof. came, but on tins 
occasion attended* by the Secretary of the Capitan Pacha, ^ 
and the Elders of the town. They all said that the Com- 
mandant thought ‘ the terms too severe, and that he still 
expected the same as were firsj offered,’ though he chose 
to forget that a month had elapsed since they were pro¬ 
posed, and that circumstances had •materially changed in 
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janski and Istnailoffski, and ‘Moskowski grena- 
diers. 


favour of the Russians. Yoosoof Pacha then told the Ad¬ 
miral that thfc Elders were sent to hear the terms from his 
own mouth, and to try their influence in getting bett&fr ones. 
However, they could obtain no modification from his Excel- 
lency; he saw the vantage ground on which he stood,' and 
was determined to fulfil his instructions to the very letter. 
The Deputies then requested permission to retire, and again 
confer with the Capitan Pacha. «■ 

“ When they were leaving the tent, Yoosoof set still, atid 
turning to him they said, 4 \Vhy won’t you go with us ?’ 
He replied, 4 You remember that we sat up all last night 
deliberating, ar'd at last the Chief told me that if I could - 
not mend the matter with your assistance, I was to accept 
the last terms. You came with me, fully persuaded that 
your greybeards would procure better terms. You see, 
however, that you have failed; and of what use is my going 
back again to deliberate ? You may go your ways—I remain 
here, and here I will wait for the Capitan Paepa’s decision. 
In the mean time I pray you to send me my childrejl grid 
servants, as I know, that Varna canribt hold out, and,I am 
anxious about the “safety of the members of my fan^jlj.’ 
Accordingly the family of Yoosoof joined him that d|y in 
the Russian camp. 

44 At two o’clock on the following morning* the Elders 
came again in great distress to the Admiral, and said thife‘ 
the Capitan Pacha, had left the town, and had shut himself 
up in the citadel,With a few hundred men, who were re- 
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The cavalry of die army of the Pruth be¬ 
came dismounted in a very few months, and 

'ii ^ 1 

solved to die with him; and that in consequence of this 
step, the greatest confusion prevailed in the; town. The 
Admiral told them to remain quiet until daylight, and that 
every thing would be then settled. f 

^'During this eventful night, Yoosoof Pacha’s own troops, 
hearing that their Chief still remained in the Russian camp, 
and not having been taken into the citadel with the others, , 
said that they wftulH go with him, and surrender themselves 
prisoners of war; and as the Turks are commonly very 
much attached to their leada-s, five hundred of Yoosoof's 
men came into the Russian camp, and threw down their 
arms ; with them certain Bin Bashees, or Cqloncls, wrote to 
Yoosoof saying, that they saw it was folly their remaining, 
in Varna, and offered also to come out. Yoosoof showed their 
letters to the Admiral, who consulted with his colleague, 
Count Woronzoff, and they both naturally advised # the 
Pacha to write to the Bin Bashees, and encourage them to 

* m- 

come out with their men; he did so, and they came out, 
and with them tw r o thousand; but this was a small number 
in comparison with those who still remained in^ Varna. 

“ Af\er daylight, a sttopg body of Russians advanced*to 
llfg’jlpwn, and thS place was again summoned. 'Hie Turks 
did not fire, and after a considerable delay the gates were 
opened. After the Russians had established themselves in 
the town, they also summoned the citadel; and the Capitan 
Pacha at last gave in, and marched out with 1600 picked 
men. When brought before the .Emperor, who com pi i- 
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could not at theat|ddle of the campai gtr^l] ect 

above four thousand horses. The Turks had 

, 

14,000 cavalry, and aught to have^|e|troyed 
the Cossacks ; but the Turks are beasts^of^ur- 
then. 

The Turks cut the pipes of all the %i|n- 
iains in Bulgaria, and threw the dead into 
f the wells. The Russians died of thirst, with 
the thermometer at 44° of Kb&umur. At the 


mented him on his bravery, he said that he was in high 
power at Constantinople, and from the influence he pos¬ 
sessed with the Sultan, he doubted not that he could 

« 

speedily bring about a peace. His Imperial Majesty .then' 
generously gave him his liberty, and allowed him to leave 
the camp w ith five; hundred armed followers. The 2,500 men 
who had first come into the camp, were allowed three ducats 
a-piece for thjr arms, and permitted to go whither they 
pleased. ‘ Yoosoof Pacha presented Admiral Greighth a 
* valuable sabre, in token of his esteem^ and the Emperor sent 
hipi to Odessa with 1 a pension Tor life, sufficient to maintain 
his family comfortably. ’ ^ * 

4 From this statement then, it appears that Varna wasliot 
surrendered till it was completely untenable, and that JussufF 
Pacha is not the traitor that he is commonly supposed to be. 

(Vide Alexander’s Travels to the seat of the War in the 5 ' 
East. Pages 13—16, vol. II.) 
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be|pn&j|]g of the * campaign, 4he Turks ex¬ 
ercised the most horrid barbarities upon the % 
woundfijf by mutilation apd decapitation : 
Sir Barnes mentioned some shocking particulars 
of this nature. The Russians, on the contrary, 

treated the wounded Turk's in the hospitals as 
* * 

they did their own soldiers, and even sent 

several back into Varna when cured. This 

• • 

a- 

generosity was politic, and had & good effect. 
Jussuff offered, instead of two ducats for every 
heads eight or ten for every living prisoner, and 
thus the barbarities diminished. 

At Brailow, the Turks threw ropes with 
hooks at the end over the parapet ipto the 

4 v 

trenches, to seize and drag up the Russian sol¬ 
diers, when off went heads, hands,''feet, ears, 
nos&fr* &c. 

Wiley found two English iron guffs, (cast 

• w 4 m 

Carrpn* in 1808,) upon the walls* of Brailow : 
how the devil did they find their Way there ? 
The Turks marched 12,000 men out of the 
place at the capitulation. ’The Russians, at the 
commencement of the sieges had only 8000., 
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The Emperor, at the head "of a column, pe»e- 
trated into Bulgaria, before Brailow was cap¬ 
tured. Had the Pacha of Shumlalieen enter- 

* 

prising, be might have taken the Tzar and his 

9 r ; 

whole column, for tl^eif Communication^ with 
the Danube was not secure. The Russians 
"trusted a good deal to the stupidity and indo¬ 
lence of their enemy. The Turks trusted in 
Allah, and the difficulty Country, the 

autumnal heats, pestilence, and fever: they 
calculated well, but fought badly in the field. 
The Cossacks and Turks seem to hate each 


other mortally: they often had single rencon¬ 
tres, which remind one of the combats between 

ii v 

Homer’s heroes. The Cossack, is but indiffe- 
rently aralfed: he lias one pistol, a sabre, and a 
lance. The Turk Delhi hasi a lance, a sabre, 
two and' sometimes four pistols, and a yata- 

ghan. When two of these antagonists met, 

* 

they would each fear to begin the attack, and 
would ride backwards and forwards, frequently 
eyeing each other from head to foot, and 
watching a favourable moment to set to. 
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The Cossack being generally the least phleg¬ 
matic, would first fire his pistol: if he hit his 
antagonist, all went well; but if he missed him, 

the, Turk would* shout “Allah, Allah *hu!” 

* * 4 • 
fire both his pistols at the same time, and if the 

^ A 

Cossack fell, his head would m five seconds 
dangle upon the* flank of the Delhi’s steech 
Should the shots take no effect, the same sort 
of parade woul2[ i£-commence, yntil the lance 
or the sabre decided the business. The Cos- 
sack is superior to the Turk in activity; but he 
is not so well armed, nor so perfectly the mas¬ 
ter of his horse and weapons, as the Delhi Bashi." 
The Turk is a good deal afraid of fire-arms, 

and does not like to come near an enemy who 

* 

keeps his fire in reserve; his favourite weapon 
is the sabre, at which he is most adfoit. I 

have heard of four Russian ipfanfgy soldiers, 

* .. • 
who retreated many wersts acrbss a plain be¬ 
fore a squad of Delhis, by placing themselves" 
back to back, whenever the horsemen closed 
round them, and presenting their muskets; 
they wer$ all wounded, but escaped, partly, I 


VOL. i. 



242 GRAND-DUKE CONSTANTINE. 

^suppose, from the-terror of their arms, and 
partly from the generosity ,of their * enemies, 
who are by no means insensible to gallant con- 

hi 

duet in the weaker foe. 

* 

But to return to Russia. 

Last night a courier from General Rosen 
arrived, giving intelligence of the Grand-Duke, 
who was to be at Erezlitowski on the 4th in¬ 
stant. Rosen, had sent 7000 pairs^ of boots for 
the troops, they being f barefooted. There has 
been some sort of capitulation between his 
Imperial Highness and the Poles. The intel- 
iigence which I can gather is but meagre,—I 

r v 

write what I hear, and shall see if events con¬ 
firm it. Constantine is reported to have hid- 
den himself ,in Warsaw when the revolt broke 
out. He is unpopular everywhere. 

I passed the, evening at '.Madame de Ba- 
zaine’s, where' the Lisfanskis sang divinely. 
(Thermometer —8°.) 

Dec. 8-20.— Snow and drift. Visits, and 
promenade en trained u, filled up the day. Ini" 
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the evening I went to Madame de Laval’s, 
where I found theMeillhans and Mademoiselle 

v' 

O’Connor; whom I had hitherto not seen. 

Mademoiselle O’Connor sings very; well — a 
* 

contra alt. We made some music, and Sophie 

1* 

Laval accompanied us. (Thermometer —5°.) 
Dec. 9-21.—Sftowl (Thermometer —8°.) I 

w 

called upon the neW Seconda Donna, at De- 
* * * 

moot’s. In the evening I went to the Opera, to 
hear her* make her debut. She promises very 
wejl. All the dilettanti think as I do of her. 

After the opera I went to the fair Princess 
Youssoupoff’s. where I remained until past 
midnight. 

Dec. 10-22.—Fine. Therm$$Heter — 7° 30'. 
Pfomenade en traineau . A police officer has 
been here to request that we do not talk politics 
at table! I learif that the Poles have inter- 

m ^ 

cepted a convoy of money, w'nieli was going 
* % 
from hence to pay the army in Bulgaria, which 

the Porte has not beep able to do. The 

Russian Governor of V'olhynia had stopped 

r 2 
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600,000 roubles, sent^TiJr the bank of Peft(|s- 

*• , 

burgh to answer, demands of sundry Poles, 
so that this would seem,an act of retributive 

,4 * 

justice. 

- The Provisional Government of Warsaw has 

r , 

sent Deputies to the Emperor: I learn that 
they, are at present m Petersburgh. It remains 

to be, seen how the Emperor will receive the 

* „ 

Deputies from his revolted subjects. The 
Fortress, I should think? will be their do¬ 
micile. . •/ < 

It will perhaps serve to show that this revolt 
of Poland is by no means unpremeditated, that 
. I should relate an anecdote communicated to 


me to-day. Jk young and beautiful Polish 
lady wished to prevail upon two young officers 
some months ago to swear tHifeer that, in the 

° V". 

rtj _ f 

event of*a war betw^jp Russia and Poland, 
they would hot serve^against tlie Poles! One 
of these officers refused to swear; the other 


swore, alleging in justification, that it was im¬ 
possible that such war should ever occur.— 
“ Jove laughs at lovers’perjuries,” said I. 
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Jiliis evening I* wot? first to the Princess 

» \ 

Dolgorouki’s, and afterwards, to the Lisianskis’, 
whfre we sang the whole evening. 

Dec. 11-23.—'fhaw and slop. Thermome- 
ter at—2°. Promenade en train^tu. The Sup¬ 
plement to the Gazette stdt^s the arrival of the 

• 'a * 

Grand-Duke witnin the frontier of Volhynia, 
with the wMp of the Russian Guard — at 
Vlodowaift the 15t. Treachery on the part of 
the Polish army having miade such retreat ne¬ 
cessary. JCwo Deputies (one the Minister of 
Finance and the other a Member of the Diet,) 
had arrived at his Imperial Highnesses quarters 
with proposals. 

~ I learn that last night a courier arrived from 
Paris, bearing a person charged to demand from 
the Russian G«lnment, either credentials for 
her Minister at the Coy&t of Pafis, ofTiis recall. 
To this I am -told Nesselrode replied, that the 
credentials were all ready, and should be imme¬ 
diately sent. 

’>s. 9 

* I passed the evening at the Boulgakows’, 
where I had the pleasure of meeting, for the. 
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first time, Baron Nicolay," for -Whom I had 

w 

brought a letter from Lady Pembroke* * He 
was dangerously ill of a fever when I arrived 
at Petersburgh and called upon him. When 

r 

he recovered he sought me out, but as I had 
changed my abode three times, he could not 
find me, and concluded that I was gone. I 
was too proud to seek him any%nore; and so 
I have been" three months in 4 Petersburgh 
without benefiting in "the least by Lady Pern- 
brokes kindness. 

i • 

With la Comtesse Kotchubey the same ill 
fortune has attended me. I have been twenty 
times to her door, and once even at Madame 
Zagradski’s card party, without seeing her, so 
now I give it up as a bad job. 

Baron Nicolay introduced ’ me to his two 
pretty little daughters*. He is an old friend 
of my Syrian protectress, Lady Hester Stan¬ 
hope, and took much interest in what I was 
able to tell him about her. 

Gritti, Yolkonski, Madame Kattakasi, and 
1, sang several airs, and duos, and trios. 
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To-day I learn that the cordon sanitaire be¬ 
fore Moscow is taken off, but that the infected 
houses are cem&es. They want the troops, I 
suppose. # ' ; 

Dec. 12-24.—Thaw and slop. 1 have a slight 
attack of ague and fevef. It is curious that 
such should have followed my conversation 

* ^ |r Sj 0 ® 

upon Syria (%fyere I first caught it in 1827) 

with Baron Nicolay last night.' I dare not 

• - 

venture out, feeling bilious, and uncomfortable 

enough. It is a miserable affair, that of illness 

accompanied by total solitude, such as t have 

the advantage of enjoying. 

I remained at home all day confined to my 

sofa, and passed the night in a burning fever. 

Dec. 13-25.—Christmas-day, ne# st^le. I 

am better, but languid and feverish enough. 

It snows quite fast, but is nbt at* all cold; 

• . • ■ • 
there seems to be a partial thaw* I stayed at 

home all the evening. 

Dec. 14-26.—Rapid thaw; thermometer 4-2°. 
I do not venture out to-day, being still weak 
and chilly. Gritti paid me a friendly visit. I 
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f * 

* Is 

1 

hea^N that the Emperor has refoged^o receive 
the Polish Deputies. His Imperial Majesty 
has offered an amnesty to all such as shall 
return to, their duty within a certain period, 

i* 

in default of which, the Lord have mercy upon 
them! 

jr 

* 

I heard some days ago in cpnyersation, that 
the Russian ambassador at Paris had ordered 
all his fellow-countrymen to quit France im¬ 
mediately. I imagined that this must have 
referred to what took place at the Revolution 
of the three days, but I heard to-day that it is 
a late measure; in what it originated I cannot* 
divine. , The Russians surely do not expect to 
overthrow the new order of things upon the 
banks of the" Seine. They have not money 
enough to pay the troops which they have 

t < 

already inarched into Lithuania. How* will 
they maintain an army upon the Rhine ? No 
subsidies from John Bull will go to batten the 
Russian eagles. I trust that this story, if true, 
arises from the circumstance of the Russian 
ambassador’s hot having hitherto-received his 
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His Court. Let England and 


credentials 


France be true to the cause of the people, and 


-, ^ 


the world may count upon, repose. Two such 
allies, bearing in ’their van the renowned trico¬ 
lour and the glorious banner of St. George, ifeed 

not fear the combined double-headed monsters 

* 

of Russia, Prussia, and Austria. 

A pretty affair lias taken place, it seems, at 
Milan, where Wtilmoden has had the insigne 
Jblie to bring troops upon the stage to overawe 
the audience who had presumed to hiss because 

the direction had thought fit to leave oilt some 

• 

scenes in the “ Muette di PorticL” How can 
a Government persist in outraging and insult¬ 
ing the feelings of a vivacious people, who 
liSte the yoke of their masters of the other 
side the Alps ? The day is, however, approach¬ 
ing* when Governments will •learn* that their 
strength consists not "in the bayonets of mer¬ 
cenary soldiers, but in the hearts »of their pco*- 
pie,—the good opinion pf the publiq,—without 
which the stability of all thrones is but very 
problematical. 
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In the evening Gritti called, and took me 

V ' * 

in hS carriage to the Bazaines’, where the 
Lisianskis, Mademoiselle Connor, and Gritti, 
sang the whole night long. 

I learn that the Emperor has received in pri¬ 
vate the Prince Lubi^ki, (the Polish deputy,) as 
Minister of Finance for the kingdom of Poland. 
There seems to be some ray of hope that this 
unfortunate business may be arranged without 
drawing the sword. I -pray, with all my soul, 
that it may be so. The personal character .of 
the Emperor Nicholas leads me to hope every 
thing that can result from magnanimity and 
generosity. If the Poles are prudent and mo- 
der^e in their demands for reform and ame- 

lioration, they may yet escape the horrofs of 

& 

war. The sine qua non must be, I should 

think, the* removal of the Grand^Duke Con- 

<» 

stantine from the vice-regal dignity. He wish- 
id last year to retire from this office, but could 
not obtain,permission. . 

At night rapid thaw; all is wlter which was 
before snow and ice. 
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•Dec. 15-29;7-Itr has frozen again quite hard, 

* v V 

but at mid-day the sun thaws considerably the 
surface of the coagulated mud and snow. The 
ice is totally spoiled for skaiting,; being as 
rough as the lava-covered fields of Torre’del 
Greco. (Thermometer -f3°30') I ventured 

out in the afternoon on foot, and found tfie 

• • • * 
temperature # vpry agreeable. I dined at Mr. 

Jubb’s, and passed the evening at M. Pasch- 

koff’s, where I met the amateur singers. Pasch- 

kqff is a great musician : lie married one of the 

Countesses Mod&ne, daughter to the Graiid Mai- 

• 

tre de lTmperatrice. To-day the ice of the 'Neva 
has nearly floated into the streets by^a rise of 
tide and a strong westerly wind. A few inflies 
mbre, and Petersburgh would have been under 
water. At twelve o’clock it was nearly up to 
the •spring of the arches of the bridges. Ij is 

• • 4 * t • 

easy to conceive the alarm and anxiety with 

which the inhabitants of this amphibious capjj- 

* 

tal observe the rise or fall of the river Neva aria 
the Canals, which divide the city. Every suc¬ 
ceeding year the danger of inundation becomes 
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more imminent; for the bed of the Neva is 
gradually raised by vegetable and other matter 
brought down from the Ladoga; the bar at 
the m$uth of the river becomes yearly more 

" If M j 

. ■V 

extensive, being heaped up by westerly winds 
from the Baltic: thus' the river, augmented in 
height by accumulated water Irom the sea and 
the Ladoga, has an inevitable tendency to over¬ 
flow its banks,' and to inundate the streets of 
Petersburgh. If the ice from the Neva had in 
reality (as it was very near doing) been put 

into rfiotion by a strong wind when floated 

* 

upon the quay by the rise of the tide, the 
houses, and palaces, and bridges would have 
beep cut down to the ground as with an im¬ 
mense razor.* That Petersburgh will at no very 
reiiaote period be laid under water, I have no 
doubt whatever; for every succeeding inunda¬ 
tion has been higher than its predecessor. There 
• 

is a plan for constructing an immense dam, or 
dyke, from Oranienbaum, across tlie Gulf, to¬ 
wards Cronstadt, and from thence to the-coast 

h v 

1 rt' 

■ f . j j n{ 

* Vide accounts of inundation in 1824. 
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4 

of Finland, and tlris with a view of preventing 

the dreaded effects of westerly winds. Such a 

work, gigantic as it seems,, is practical, and 

might save the capital from destruction; but 
* 1 

it would be too costly for Russian finances. 

V 

There is another plan*of this sort upon a 
minor scale, calctilated to save a part only oT 
the city. The immortal (but stubborn) Peter, 
when founding his town upon*the island of 
Vassilly Ostroff, observed a tree of singular 
appearance, upon which was marked a cross; 
he inquired of a peasant what this tree’signi- 

i 

tied? He* was told that it was used to note the 
heights of the various inundations to which the 
island had always been, and in all probability 
wdtild always be, subject. “ Curt it down/’ 
said the Tzar. He was determined to over- 
come nature, but “feature will some day avenge 
herself upon Mis descendants. 

The capital is informed of its danger by the 
soqnd of cannon discharged at Cronstadt, when 
the totter has attained a dertain height. If the 
discharges are rapid in succession* the daifger is 
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more imminent. In the city there are many 
watch towers,* upon which are flag-staffs, and 
upon these flag-staffs are hoisted red, white, 
and black flags, according to the height of the 
water and the imminence of the danger. The 
tide has often been very high since I have been 
here, but I was never before so sensible of the 
danger as to-day. In my way to Mr. Jubb’s 
in the Vassilly Ostroff, I observed that the 
river was nearly upon a levfcl with the street in 
front of the Academy of Sciences; a little 
more and the Vassilly Ostroff would have been 

A 

flooded. 

1 have to-day read very attentively the 
Manifesto of the Emperor to all his faithful 
subjects, giving a concise account of the Polish 
insurrection. The spirit of the Holy Alliance 
is not yefc extinct—it pervades too strongly 
throughout the whole composition. It. begins 
as follows 

\ 

* These towers serve as look-outs for fires, and signals 
arc made by lanterns at night, and balls by day, in event 
of fire breaking out in (*ny particular quartet. * , 
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• • 

<( The kingdom of Poland, which is united 

to Russia by indissoluble ties, has been deeply 
agitated by an odious treasoij.” 

Thus then the arrangements of the. Congress 
of Vienna/ by which the Graqd Duchy 'of 
Warsaw was placed under tlie tutelage of 
’ Russia, are looked upon as inviolate. Will nof 
the* Autocrat reason in the same way with 
respect to Befgium ? and do not the Russian 
armies, commanded f>y Zpbalkanski, now march 
towards the Rhine* to support the pretensions of 
the House of Orange, placed by the same* Con¬ 
gress of Vienna over the Belgian nation ? A 
Proclamation to the Polish nation and to the 
soldiers of the Polish army accompanies the 
Manifesto. It breathes the high spirit ofithe 
Emperor, his magnanimity and his generosity ; 
but I think it requires a little ioo openly the 

* Some time ago a note was presented to each of the 
Ambassadors of the Great Powers, informing them that the 
march of the Ruffian troops towards the frontiers of the 
empire was merely a measure of* precaution, anS that they 
were not to suppose that Russia entertained any 'hostile 
ideas, from these military movements* 
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Polish nation to yield the-throat to the knife 
of the slayer. 

Such, however, # is the excellent character of 
the noble young Emperor, that the Poles may 
indeed trui^t their lives in his hands; and when 
he promises forgiveness of the past, they may 
rely upon his faithfully abiding by, such pro¬ 
mises. Nicholas is, in every respect, a pattern 
Sovereign, and worthy to wield the destinies of 
his immense empire. , M^jbld to God that his 
ministers aiid^jervants were like himself, and 
animated by such principles as his ! I believe 
that he has consented to receive, , both, the 

Prince Lubi^ki and the Count and 

1 »■ 

I "trust that he will listen to their representa- 

. -v 4 

tions, and Remove from the neck of the Poles 

> j t 

the yoke of a master whom they could 'not 
endure. In judgment, remember mercy.” 

I should not likS to stfu£d in tjtie shoes of the 
Dictator, Gount Chlop^ki; or to be the Gene¬ 
ralissimo. of the Polish National Guard. 
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CHAPTER X. 


Russian classification of Society. — The* Loan Bank, and 
effects thereof upon tb^fCxpenditure of the higher orders. 
—Prospects of the revolted Poles.-—Traincaux in Pctcrfl- 
burgh.—Ice-roads across the ,Neva.^&i*rodigality of Russ 
nobles.—Ceremony performed for the repose of the 
soul pf Fajpe* Pius VIII.—The Emperor Nicholas and 
Prince Savardff.—Anecdote of Baron Sutherland and the 

Finance Minister_M. Castellaz and General Paske- 

witcli. >, 

* Dec. 16-28. —Rapid thaw and rain. The 
waters of the Mcfika are to-day aa*low rela¬ 
tively Us they .were high yefterday. The ice is 

covered with melted snow, and has*sunk down 

• • 

nearly to the ^bottom of the canals. , Thermo¬ 
meter + 4°. 

After dinner I. drove in njy sledge, through 

VOL. i. . „• s 
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water and mud, to the Princess Youssoupoff’s. 
The Prince is this day gazetted as Conseillier 
Intime , and promoted to the Fourth Class, 
which gives the title of Excellence. Apropos 
of Classes, Russian society is divid$l?JntO four- 
teen, so that a man’s title or family denotes no 
rank whatever; all depends upon his class, and 
his class is a matter of Court favour, or of pro¬ 
fessional rank* Thus there*are many Princes, 
Counts, Barons, &c. who live no rjmk what¬ 
ever. (N. B. Give the “ Morning Post” a hint 


* 


to this effect, so that in future it may not 

’A. y ' 

place all the Princes in “ iski and offtltf,” be¬ 
fore our own Dukes, Earls, and Barons.) A 
grpat deal of the stiffness and formality of 
Russian society arises from these petty dis- 
tinctions. A fine lady or gentleman, before 
condescending «to speak to* another, first in- < 
quires, « What is his cWs? w It wasat one 


time in the* contemplation erf thp^Epiperor Ni- 


cholas to. abolish all this tritmpe^f ^and while 
he was at Warsaw, he was upon the point of 
Signing an ukase for that purpose* but was 
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dissuaded by A. JJ. C. of the 3rd, 4th, artd 
5th classes, who hoped to rise to the first rank. 
Hereditary aristocracy is not known in Russia; 
by which ! mean, «that although titles are inhe- 
rited, neitfi^r rank nor power or influence is; so 
that the Crown has no farrier ^Between itself 
and the people.. Indeed, the policy of the 
Taars, since the time of Feodor, hitherto seems 
to have been’ totajly to annihilate such a body 

as a powerful nofifcty. Having in barbarous 

^ • * 

times found them dangerous rivals, the Court 

^ , it > 

has, in every way, encouraged and abetted the 

P * -r- 

ext^jyi^lice of the nobility, and, in so doing/ 
has completely attained the end of rendering 
that body powerless and dependent upon the 
Crpwn, even for its existence. TJie establish- 

l, * i 

ment of the Imperial Loan Bank , founded, 
perhaps, on good*in tentionSj|h|s been a power- 
ful in|i^ment in the hands of the Court for 
effecting this purpose. 


S 

iV 



This 


lends money at six per cent, for' 
• • 
thirty-five years, upon landed security, (the real 

interest of money being about four.) This in- 

■ s 2 
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terest not being paid, tli© securities fall into the 

o-h ■** 

hands of the Bank. Such is the heedlessness 


and want of order which characterize the llus- 

l':f >!' , ■ y£ 

sian nobility, that they all bite eagerly at the 
bait, borrow the money, spend it in" f£tes, 
operas, and champagne; but before the thirty- 
five years are expired, they are unable to pay 
the interest of the money borrowed, and away 
go their estates to the Loaq Bank. There is 
hardly a Russian noble who is not oi er head 
and ears in debt : even Sheremctieff owes Ms 
cook 40,000 roubles, and his wine-merchant 
80,000. Narishkin is ruined; and so are all 
of them, with very few exceptions. Such 
have been the successive acquisitions of the 
Crown, that ft has become proprietor of almost 
all the fine palaces in Petersburg!!, (which are 


converted 4 pito $pblic offices,) and the greatest 

i 1 ' JC* ? ' . v ( ^ 

part of the landed proper^ of the coiijjtyy has 
fallen into t}ie hands of the Tioan Bank. 

The Crown seems to be art immense' sponge, 
which $}jeks up every .thing:* It is not .difScult. 

\ to perceive, however, that suclj a system can- 

V, - - f '"tFv =■ ** % 

\ '* , * It will be squeezed some tfiiy. 
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not much longer cpntinue. Russia'must en¬ 
deavour to assimilate her institutions to those 
of the more civtlf&ed stated of Europe, if sh^e 

B 

wish to form part of the European commu- 

JT- .. ^ * t • 

nity. She will find that, in well-regulated 

1 * * 

, monarchy, an independent and powerful class 

• • 

standing between the Crown and the people 
is the best guarantee for the safety of the 
throne. 

i 

» c 

The extreme facility with which revolutions 
have been got up and enacted in Russia, has 
arisen from the non-existence of such a body,. 
interested, as it would naturally be, in the sta¬ 
bility and welfare of the Crown and ^he mo- 

• 

narch. Favourites and Preobajenski grcha- 
• § ' 
diers have, up to the time of Alexander, dis- 

posed of the imperial dignity* ^ 

* * , 

At* eleven o’clock I wen trio the Austrian 

Ambassadresses. Here I was introduced to the. 

Countess —, a very amiable person, wliou* 

hasTpassed six years- in Jtaly and Fiance, and 

dods hotrinnch relish her return to the snows 

\ ^ - 

ofPetersburgh. 

I regretted to gather, in the qoidse of the 
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evening’s conversation, thet there is blit little 
hope of an accommodatioii with the Poles: 

^ " v V 

the Emperor is lesolved to annex;®at un- 

* i * ■“ 

happy country to Russia. What will the ghost 

■* •** 

of the Congr^p of Vienna say to this ? ft The 
first cannon-shot fired decides the annihilation , 

v i' 

of the kingdom of Poland.” 

* . 

Dec. 17-29.—Snow and frost.. It is a droll 
climate. (Thermometer —1°.) Promenade^ 

t * 

traineau, I see, by the Prussian%nd Frank¬ 
fort papers, that the Polish insurrection conti¬ 
nues to gather strength arid organization: I 
fear that that high-spirited people will not ac¬ 
cept the terms (if terms they be) offered in the 
Emperor’s proclamation. I fear that they have 

plunged headlong into a struggle, out of which 

s > ( 

they have not the means of coming without 

i - c 

; discomfiture, defeat, misery^ and political* anni- 
^ hilation. They are, hdf$ver, four triillions, 
and have ,tfte winter in their favour; yet, sur¬ 


rounded by Prussia, Aust/ia, and their deadly 
foe Rrissia, how will they escape extermina¬ 
tion ? The God of Battles is ttJieif only ally; 
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but they will hav^ the sympathies of Europe 
on their side. Tjjjjgy do not throw off allegiance 

to Nicholas, but they cry for national indepen- 

«%“ * * 

dence, and the true execution of the Constitu- 

. • 

tiori given to them by Alexander. What effect 
will this affair of Poland produce upon the 
march of the Rilssian armies towards the fron¬ 
tiers of Prussia ? And what will be the result 

• • 

of the extraordinary mission *of Mortemart, 
daily expected, (backed by 500,000 French 
bayonets,) upon the Councils of the Tzar? 

5 

Let not Russia-deceive herself! she*is not 

• 

equal to coping with France. 

I passed the evening at tfye Lisianskis’, where 

we bad music until one o’clock; Paschkoff, 

Llidolf, Volkonski, Clapeyron *and myself, 

formed the male choir; the females were the 

young ladies of the house,^who ceitainly r$nk 

among the best al^teur singers of Europe. 

'« « • 

Dec. 18-30.~^Fine weather. Promenade au 
Newski en traineau. Thermometer*— 5°. The 
traineaux of Petersburg)! are not so elegant in 
their forfrisas those of Bavaria and Vienna, 
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but they are # imich lighter, j&nd* a good deal of 
care and expense is bestowed upon their equip¬ 
ments. The horses of the haute noblesse and 
the native merchants of the Gastenoi Dvhor, 

t 

are beautiful animals,* and trot with immense 
speed, but I doubt whether they could long 
keep up that pace. These animals, which are 
chosen for their beauty and paces, bear ap ; ex- 
travagant price, from 3 to 11,000 roubles. This 
is fantastical, but it is like the ideal Value of 
pictures, statues,* diamonds, &c. The, epttrar 

j ?7 

vagant young Russians (like the same Class of 1 
Hulls) esteem a thing only in proportion to 
the price put upon it. Of this I heard lately 
a curious instance. A library belonging to a 
certain individual had been sold by auction; 
among the various books was an illuminate^ 


mapuscript,-such as is common enough in* the 

’ 

south of Europe. This manuscript wf&ypur- 
chased, with 1 many other articles, by a French 


tradesman, „ with a view to selling it again. 

* fK* J> 


* The most'celebrated are ISpse Which cora#'trom 
Haras of the youn£ Co^^less Otfloff Tchesmenski. , ^ 


* 'tLf/ J 
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The tradesman* hal not been long in Peters¬ 
burg!), and did not veiy well know the Rus¬ 
sian character; he f had placed a price upon the 
manuscript such *as he thought would yield 
him a fair profit; this price being a moderate 
one, the manuscript attracted no notice, and 
remained unsold! One day, a countryman of 
the tradesman’s, who was an old stager in 

Ijussia, came into the shop, and seeing the 

* #■ 

m^nusciSpt, asked the* price attached to it. 

* 4 * 

He was, informed, but told at the same time 
that tljte tradesman would be glad to sell it 
for less, as it appeared to be impossible to be 
got rid of. Nay, said his countryman, if you 
wish' to sell it,, put an exorbitant price upon 
it, &$d it will not remain a week uftsold. The 
Frenchman took the hint, and asked 3000 rou¬ 
bles for it of the first noblefnali whoM^me «to 

• • 'f • i 

his sliojiv— <“ Sfend home to me,” said the 

nobleman. (I do not know if life, ever pai^i 

for it.) Main revenons n nos moutons. It is 
"*• . 

a %§ry g$y scene, jtliefNewski, on afine day, 
the innumerable tratntmx ,4{|WA by beautiful 
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t * 

horses, containing all the jttst women of Pe¬ 
tersburg!], in such pretty bonnets! (I never saw 

k. 

i „ 

so,.many pretty bonnets in d&e year elsewhere, 
as I see in one day in Petersburg!].) These 
said train eaux, and fine women in pretty bon- 

r 

nets, fly past you like so many beautiful me¬ 
teors in all directions. The skill with which the 
coachmen drive is quite wonderful; they seem 
at every mondent to be in danger of running 

f ' ’ * «* I 

against each other, but they ( never touch a 
hair. I believe that accidents are hardly ever 
heard of. 

A well built and equipped traineau costs 
about 500 roubles. Lady Heytesbury, and 
Comtesse Ficquelmont and the Youssoupdff, 
have, I think, the prettiest turn-out. I pay 
150 .roubles a month for mine, and, have now 

* n I 

„ * 1 ■ 4 

a ^olerablY good one, with a very "fine and fast- 
1 ' * * . ■ . . 
trotting horse. ° h 

_The near-horse : is harnessed to an outrigger, 

and is a* galloping, prancing, beautiful -beast, 

witn his head drawn backwards to^ardfe his 

1 i 

near fore-leg,' which he seems to attempt to 

”8 V * .-A 
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bite as hegambbfs*|dong. This horse is merely 
for show; the other in the shafts, does all the 
work, and is alw&fs a good trotter. 

i 

I passed the evening at home reading. 

Dec. 19-31.—Fine and sunshiny. Thermo¬ 
meter — 6° .30. 1 drove fo the Winter Palace, 

• • 

and called upon Sir James Wiley. He is so 

• • • 

good as to promise to show rite his hospital 
shortly. I then drove across the Neva upon 
the ice to the Vassilly Ostroff, and returned by 
the bridge to the Newski Perspective. There 
are roads marked out by little fir trees planted 
in double rows upon the ice, in all directions, 

across *the Neva ; all this is carefully*done by 

* • 

the Police; People drive down to Cronstadt, 
Peterhoff, Oranienbaum, anf back* agaip, in an 
inconceivably short space of time. 

I took two tiirn§ among i$\e brilhatit tiietCors 
of the Promenade, and then my usual walk of 
an hour:'. 

Int the evening I drove to the English Am- 

j.",' " t • _ , 

bassadress’s, and to th% Countess Ivossakowska's, 
From her I learnt, .that, the Field Marshal 
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i 

Diebitch had set off for A^ilha to assume his 
command. Both the Kru sensor ns are attached 
to him, one as aide-de-camfy\^)d the other as 
private secretary. The fair Ambassadress of 
Austria does npt receive to-night, being in the 
performance of her devotions, for this is le petit 
Careme; so that religion adds to our ennui. 

It is thought that on the new-year’s-day 

the Court will not give its usual masque- 

* 

rade. Nothing can equal the dullness of the 
season. The fact is, that last year the Court 
was very gay, gave parties, and went every¬ 
where. The Russian nobles, with their usual 

prodigality, ruined themselves by rivalling each 

■» * 

other in the magnificence of the reception 'vtdiich 
they gave to the sovereigns; whole hotels were 

furnished anew for the occasion; toilettes m 

( >y ' < '* * , ' 'V' 

misselle were prepared for the Emperor, and 

* t I J *V 

presented to the Empress ; s every thing was 
‘coatly, evefy thing was new. Then, nothing 
which had been honoured by the use of the 
sovereigns could be afterwards appropriated to 
meaner purposes, tn short, there was no end to 
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the profusion and prodigality of the courtiers. 

This year they are *glad to avail themselves of 

the cholera and ^he Polish insurrection as an 

excuse to keep quiet. Besides which, in very 

truth, most of them have suffered loss of peasants 

V 

by the epidemic, and loss of rents by the stop¬ 
page of all interior communication by cordons 

sanitaircs and anti-contagious precautions. 

• • 

This evening I.received an invitation from, 

m 

the Graftd Master of Qeremonies to assist at 
the office funebre for the repose of the soul of 
Pope Pius VIII. at the Catholic church *of St. 
Catherine. I suppose the Chantrcs de la Cour 
will be there, and that I * must put on my 
uniform. 

Dec. 20.1830. (Jan. l./18Sl.W-The Russians 
do not adopt the new style lest the saints 
should be cheated out of th#ir»f£te<iay. This 
is abslird, fotf the saint wd&ild have his fete 
equally, but the "nominal date would alone be 
altered. Be this as it may, I began the new 
yea&(new style) with ^hat I hope was a merito¬ 
rious action, which will spare me many a pan 
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of purgatorial coals. In styort I attended the 
funeral office of the defuiict Pope. It was a 
wretched affair; the music was bad and ill 


performed, the chapelle ardente was shabby, 
the church was cold, and I was in uniform, 

4 

* 

without mantle or pelisse. The service lasted 

three mortal hours ! Only one part of the 

singing was even passable, and that was a solo 

» 

in the requiem of Mozart by Tosi. 

% 

I know not how it is, but generally the Ca¬ 
tholic clergy are execrably bad musicians, and- 
sing both out of time and tune. It is melan¬ 
choly to notice the unhappy attempts made by 
the organist from time to tinra, by putting his 
finger upon the note, Wbring sthiem into . the 
key. 

f 

The corps diplomatique , among w|i0n I sat, 
were advantageously placed round tl)^ cata¬ 
falque. I remember to have seen a' much 
finer thing' of the sort at Some, for a dead 

Cardinal, ,in 1820; and at Munich for a dead 

* > 

King, Maximilian Joseph, in 1825. I .wp glad 
to get home, change my dress, andteke a brisk* 
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walk in the Newskl Perspective to warm my¬ 
self a little. Themiometer —5° 30'. 

*• 

An acquaintance,of mine Jias lent me a curi¬ 
ous Memoir upon the establishment pf a Com- 
. • 
pany for spinning silk in Georgia. T copy it 

into the end of this book. * 

* 

At nine I drbve to the Princess Natalie 

Ktfurakin’s, and passed a couple of hours very 

pleasantly with this charming cdd lady. She 
» 

has been lately at Vienna, and knows all my 

friends in that delightful city. 

At eleven I went to the fair Princess Yous- 

soupoff’s, where I found a few ladies, and fewer 

gentlemen. The Countess Choiseul, |iister of 

my friend Seige Gallitzin, was there, and fhe 

young Princess Soltikoff. 

Dec. 2^Jan. 2.)—Snow, snow, snow. Wo- 

lowski called, and sat with rue till three o’clock, 

• * • - • 

when 1 took a turn in the sledge in spite of 
the snow. Thermometer —5°. 

M. de Lafayette’s speech on the With seems 
to be |i sort of declaration* of war. I know not 
whether if will have the effect of preventing 
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Austrian and Prussianinterference in the 
affairs of Poland. I amt*not without hopes 
that the Emperor Nicholas, seeing that the re¬ 
volution is now become a national one, may 
be induced to issue a mdre conciliatory pro¬ 
clamation to the Poles than his first, in which 
I do not think he has been well advised. I 
trust that the whole affair may yet be arranged 
without having recourse to arms. I do not 
see what the Poles could gain by any change ; 

i 

they are so shut in by Prussia, Austria, p,nd 
Russia, that they must in reality be always 
dependent upon some one of those three great 
Powers. If they had Dantzic for a sea-port, 
th^ir case would be materially altered. . They 
enjoyed gr?at ad vantages^ Sunder the Russian 

■» i 

sceptre, and more privileges than native Rus- 
sians. They were the enfarn gates , la petite 
maitresse of Russia; however, no petite mat - 
tresse , who is made such by three, is very faith¬ 
ful to Mr, master. 

\ 

I passed the effiling dully enough at Ba- 
zaine’s; there was no music, and conversation 
does not flourish in Petersburg!!. 
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Dec. 22. (Jan. 3«.]|—Sunshine and straggling* 
flakes of snow. Thermometer — 10°. I paid 
a long visit to Lord Heytesbury, and wrote to 
England by Wilrhot, who sets off to-morrow 
for Berlin* I learned from Lord H. that‘an 
attempt had been made by some Polish offi¬ 
cers in the Lithuanian regiment of guards to 

seduce the soldiers. *Two df them had marched 

• • 

out a company of .about one hundred and fifty 
men frcTm the garrison # where they were quar¬ 
tered. A sub-officer, observing that the cap¬ 
tain was not with them, suspecting treachery, 
of himself halted the troops. The officers drew* 
their swords, and harangued the men, invoking 
them in the name of Poland, to which country 
Lithuania formerly belonged, to .be true to 
the sacred cause of Liberty, and to march to 
join their brethren in Warsaw. r £he soldiers 
answered this .eloquent appeal by a volley which 
laid the two officers dead at their feet. 

I cannot see the least chance for the Poles; 

* • 

they have no ammunition, very few arms, and 
no manufactories in which to. make them; 

VOL. I. * T 
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neither have they sulphur iwith which to make 
gunpowder. Silesia and Gbiicia will not allow 
any arms to pass that way, and there is no sea¬ 
port through which they might be smuggled. 
Dantzic belongs to Prussia, and is moreover 
frozen up. They found fifty or sixty thousand 
stand of arms in the arsenai, and about one 
hundred and fifty, rounds of cannon cartridges 
for each of the sixty or seventy great guns 
which they possess. The whole countiy offers 
but one single military position, that before 
Praga-, and there is not a fortress of any consi- 
* deration, except Modlin and Zamosh, in the 
kingdom. Galicia does not stir, and Posen is 
kept quiet by three corps d'armke of Prussians. 
That the Poles will fight desperately I have no 
doubt; but even supposing them to gain one 
bataille raygze,* they will find themselves in 
the position of Pyrrhus, King of JEpirus. The 
Poles talk of establishing the ancient order of 
things, by which they mean that the nobles 
are to be free and the people slaves. Alexander 
released the serfs from bondage—will they like 
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to go back again *lo the yoke ? and will the 
people fight for suih a cause ? The Russians 
calculate upon losing forty thousand men in 
the war. The Poles have about seventy thou¬ 
sand men under arms, forty thousand of whom 
are excellent troops. Thfe struggle (if it does 

take place, whicl* Heaven avert!) will be drea*d- 

• • • m 
ful. The national animosity is at its height 

on both sides. Europe will sympathise with 
the Poles, for the original sin of the parti¬ 
tion of their country is not yet washed out from 
the memory of the world. But Europe has 
guaranteed the acts of the Congress of Vienna, 
and she will not interfere to save Poland from 


annihilation. 

I’dined at Mr. Cayley’s, where I hftped to meet 

Cpunt Hey den ; but I regretted to hear that 

the gallant old sailor was unweH. Here, for the 
• , • • • 
first time, I ate fresh caviar, a luxury of which 

every body in Russia is exceedingly # fond. # As 

for me, I own I thought it tasted very like mud 

and butter. After dinner I went to M. Pasch- 


koff’s, where there was music. ’Viliourski and 

T 2 * 
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' tf 

Luwolf played divinely upon the violin and 
violoncello. I went at eleVen o’clock to the 
brilliant soiree of the Countess Pouschkin. 
Here I found assembled all the belta of 
Petersburg!), among whom the pretty Princess 
SuvarofF, lately married out of the corps of 
Maids of Honour. The Emperor, with his 

* ^ i 

usual generosity,' upon this occasion gave 
the bride a dbwer of one hundred thousand 
roubles, and to the bridegroom a pension of 
twenty-five thousand annually. This act of 
the Emperor was as politic as it was generous. 

i 

SuvarofF was deeply implicated in the unfor¬ 
tunate affair of 1825. Forgiven by the Em¬ 
peror, he is now doubly attached by ties of love 
and gratitude. Nicholas is indeed a fine fellow. 
Apropos of Prince SuvarofF. 

<Tn the year 1829, it was proposed during the 

• ^ ** ** 

Carnival to give the Empress a grand carousal, 
\ * 

of which fount Benkendorff, the General of 
the Gendarmerie, was to be the leader. Prince 
SuvarofF to be one of the principal actors in the 
spectacle, and 'almost all the elite of the young 
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nobles of Petersburgh were to bear parts in the 
show. 

One day Benkendorff announced by a note 

to Suvaroff that he must come to* assist at a 

• 

rehearsal of the carousal, and that the Empress 
was very desirous to witness it. To this mes- 
sage Suvaroff wrote an answer in which he 

• i • 

4 

said, “ Pray .make my excuses to her Majesty 

tbe Empress ; I cannot come to-day, car mat - 

heureusement je suis ett service ” for lie was the 

aide-de-camp on duty for the day. 

Benkendorff, thinking no harm, went to the 

Empress and showed her Suvaroff’s answer; 

her Majesty sent the note I to the Emperor, 

with a request that Suvaroff might be excused 

from duty that day, and allowed to attend the 

* 

carousal. 

• • 

The Emperor took fire at ‘the ‘unfortunate 
expression, “ malheureusement je suis de £<?/*- 
vice" If, said he, it is really a misfortune,to 
Prince Suvaroff to be in my service, he shall 

t 

be immediately dismissed from it. 

In vain Benkendorff remonstrated and eq- 
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deavoured to show that thfcre was no offence 
intended or conveyed by * the expression al¬ 
luded to; the Emperor ordered him peremp- 
torily to dismiss Suvaroff from his Court and 
service. 

Benkendorff went in despair to the Empress, 

and implored her to interpose her good offices 

* 

and to save Suvaroff from disgrace. 

She flew to the Emperor, and found him 
much incensed against the young Prince (who, 
as I have stated, was compromised by the ter- 

c 

rible affair of 1825): she could hardly persuade 
him that the offensive expression conveyed no 
hidden meaning. 

At length he relented, moved by the tears 
and supplications of his amiable Empress, to 
whom he is tenderly attached. 

* I will forgiVe him,” said he, “ but upon 
this condition : he shall be placed'under arrest, 
in, the roqhi of the Blacks, for twenty-four 
hours; if he will submit |o this, I will forget 
the past.” 

Suvaroff submitted, and was forgiven. 
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Dec. 23. (Jan. 4.)'—Dull and dark. (Ther- 
mometer — 2°.) A strong gusty wind from 
the north-east drives the snow about in clouds; 
nevertheless I drove to the AnnishkcJff Palace, 
to call upon the Count and Countess Mod&ne, 

and from thence to the house of Baron Mcolay, 

• . * 

opposite the church ©f St. Wladixnir. How- 

. • 

ever, as it is jiot the fashion in Petcrsburgh to 
pay morning visits* I found no one at home. 

After dinner I called upon the Countess 
Cheiseui and M. de Laval; and at ten o’clock 
went to the pretty Princess Youssoupoff’s, 
where 1 passed the rest of the evening. I 
regretted to observe that she was in.all the 
alternations of an incipient fever. 

I ’see, by the Petersburgh Gazette of yester¬ 
day, that the water had risen four feet seven 

in dies* at Cronstadt on the 13th (fhe day of 
• . • • 
expected inundation here). Had this south 

west wind lasted a few, hours longer, Peteys- 

burgh must have been flooded! The ice, which 

had extended as far as the eye could reach into 

the Gulf of Finland, was carried out by the. 
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force of the ebbing waters into the Baltic. On 
the 16th the ice was re-formed, and so strong, 
that the communication between Oranienbaum 

M 

and Cronsjtadt look place as before. 

The Supplement to this Gazette gives a long 
expose of the insurrection of Poland. It traces 
the whole affair back to a secret society, which 
already existed in 1828; but. endeavours to 
prove the movement to be partial, and not 
national. Time will show. 

The objects of the conspirators seem to have 
been, 1st, to seize the person of the Grand 
Duke; 2nd, to master the Russian cavalry; 
3rd, to obtain possession of the Arsenal, and to 
distribute the arms to the populace; 4th, to 
disarm the "regiments of the Russian Guard 
of Lithuania and Volhynia. This done, they 
were to proclaim a new Government, at the 
head of which they, the conspirators, were to 
flourish. , 1 

Dec. 24 (Jan. 5.) —Thermom. —7°. Dull and 
gloomy. I drove to the Vassilly OstrofF, to see 
my good friend Admiral Count Heyden, whom 
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I found complaining of indigestion and fever. 

» 

I had sent him Lihou’s pamphlet upon an im¬ 
proved rudder of his own. invention. Hey den, 

* 7 ’» 

who is a good sailor, knows hoiv to appreciate 
• • 

such an improvement, and says^ that as soon as 

the holidays are over, lie will take the pamphlet 

• • 
to the Naval Constructor, and recommend the 

adoption of t tjie improvement with all his in¬ 
fluence. I had Smother copy, which I sent to 
his lloyal Highness Prince Oscar of Sweden, 
by Lord Bloomfield. I have no doubt that 
the navies of both those powers will adopt 
Lihou’s plan; it is so beautifully simple, and 
of such obvious importance, that those least 
acquainted with maritime affairs cannot iaul to 
appreciate and to understand it* The good 
Admiral promises to take me with him to Alex- 
abdjjowski, and to Ochta, after* the holidays* 

From the-Vassilly OstrofF I drove to inquire 

• 

after the pretty Princess Youssoflpoff, who, 1 
was glad to learn, was quite well this morning. 
I passed the evening af the Lisianskis’, where 
we had no company, and* no* music, all the 
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world being at prayers; (it is Christmas-eve.) 
Cayley told me a curious anecdote respecting 
a Baron Sutherland, a capitalist. As it will 
serve to sh<?w how little confidence can be 
placed in the Imperial finance system, I relate 
it as nearly as I can recollect its import. 

Baron Sutherland, ( per?,) a capitalist, had 
been long in the habit of advancing money and 
faisant des affaires with the Court and the Go¬ 
vernment. Suddenly came a war with France, 
and times of difficulty. The Baron received 
no dividends: reclamations were vain; the an- 
swer always was, “Wait a little longer.” In 
the mean time Sutherland died, and left the 
affairs unsettled. The son claimed payment; 
the Minister said, “ There is some mistake in 
the accounts; send us a fresh estimate of the 
debt and interest.” It amounted to several 

* t 

millions. “ Oh !” said the Minister, “ this is too 

f 

large a sum to be paid to any individual; we 
cannot think of doing so .”—" Pay me what you 
please,” said Baron Sutherland, (fils.) The Mi¬ 
nister paid him nothing—not a sous ; the Baron 
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* 

died a beggar, lividg upon the charity of the 

• 

English merchants. ‘For some time previous to 
his decease, he would not move out of the house 
of Cayley,, which had given him a/i asylum. 

t 

44 It is not fit/’ said he, “ that I should be seen 

in a country which has made a beggar of a 

• » • 
man who ought to be one of the richest and 

. . • . 

most powerful of the land.” 

.The fate of M. Castellaz’s speculation in 
Georgian silk (the copy of whose Memoir I 
have inserted at the end of this volume), is 
another strong instance of the utter impossi¬ 
bility of transacting money or commercial mat¬ 
ters safely in this country, whenever .the Go¬ 
vernment shall in any way become mixed .up 
with such matter. 

General Paskewitch, upon the death of M. 
CasteUaz, without* the shadow *t)f justice, sud- 
denly ejected** the directors of the silk works 
raised at Tiflis, seized the whole concern, and 
set his soldiers to work, to spin silk for the 
benefit of the Crown. *( Vide Hercules with 
the distaff of Omphale.) I .happen to be ac- 
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quainted with one of the persons sent by Cas- 
tellaz to Tifiis upon this' business, and from 
him I have learned some curious particulars 
respecting it. 

r 

The two vital errors committed by Castellaz 
were that of engaging the native nobility in 
the speculation, and of borrowing money from 
the Crown. He might have raised the funds 
in Lyons, or in London, from capitalists, who 
would have waited patiently for results, and 
who would not, like the Russian nobles, have 

t 

expected to sow and to reap in the same day. 

The conduct of one of the co-associates (a 
man of high rank and historical name) appears 
to 'have approached very nearly (if not quite) 
to what wb in English call swindling. This 
person engaged to furnish 1,000,000 roubles to 
the company. He had not a sous. He^ how¬ 
ever, obtained a bond from a relation, likewise 
a co-associate, for the amount. He prevailed 
upon M. Castellaz to discount the bond, paid 
40,000 to the company, and kept the rest 1 

Another stumbling-block seems to have been 
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» 

the person to whom I have alluded: he is the 

personal enemy of I^askewitch. It is said that 

* 

kings have long hands—enlperors, I suppose, 
are not so well equipped. Georgia is beyond 
the reach of the capital, perehed\as this capital 
is at ode remote corner of the empire. Military 

despotism crushes commercial enterprize, which 

• • 

must be left unshackled if it mean to flourish. 

• * 

Tl^e Governor-General of Georgia is more ab¬ 
solute than the Emperol, though he sway but 
with a delegated power. Truth cannot often 

i 

reach the throne; and even if it could, orders 
emanating from the Crown lose their vitality 
by long journeys. 

Meanwhile the unfortunate speculators urge 
in vain the merits of their cause with the Mi¬ 
nister of Finance. His Excellency is quite 

* 

aware * of the injustice which has been coifi- 

v 1 a i 

• • 

mitted, but he answers, e< The Governor-Gc-. 
neral is all-powerful; you must waifr in hopes 
of some favourable turn in the affair/ Justice 
shall be done; have patience.” * 

* Baccallum! Inshallah K Allah Kerim ! 



28G 


COMMERCIAL RESOURCES. 


How very Oriental all this is! and how 
little do the Russians, in disposition and 
apathy, differ from. the Turks! They seem 
to have adopted the. maxim of the Spaniards, 
(those Turks of the West:) “ Never trouble 
yourself to do that to-day which you can as 
well do to-morrow;” inverting our own much 
better principle of “ Never putting - off that 
until to-morrow which we can do to-day.” 

Cayley speaks of the vast resources of this 
empire, but seems to despair of their ever being 
placed to a good account. Last year, and the 
year before, Odessa exported prodigious quan - 
titles of corn. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Christmas-*lay, old style.—Baron Sutherland and the Minis¬ 
ter of Finance.—Soiree at the Strogonoff Palace.—The 
Princess Woldomar Gallitzin.—Masquerades during the 
Holidays.—Dwarfs.—Rates of Pay in the Russ AVmy.— 
Corrupt System prevailing therein.—Estimate of its force. * 
Character of the Russian Gentry.—Close of the } r ear 
1830 . 

Dec. 25, 1830. (Jan. 6 , 1831.^Christmas 

day, old style, ushered in by snow. At one 

o’clock, the Emperor and Empress weftt to mass, 

* * • 

when one hundred guns were fired as a salute. 

* • 

It is the anniversary of the evacuation of tJiQ 
territory by the French ir\ 1812. Therm. —9°. 
Cold and strong north-easterly wind. I thought 
one of my ears was frostbitten on the promenade. 
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I rubbed it well with a worsted glove, and the 

*■ 

circulation returned. At Munich in 1825, at 
this time of the year I had frequently my mus- 
tachios, hair, and fur collar, frozen into masses 
of ice, and my hands and feet insensible, in 
spite of fur gloves and fur boots. Here I have 
not as yet experienced ^any thing like that 
degree of cold. 

I learned to-day from an English merchant 
some more particulars respecting Baron Suther¬ 
land (fils) and the Government. It seems that 
when he sent in his statement of the monies 

i 

due to him, the Minister, having deducted all 
charges.for accumulated interest, found the Go¬ 
vernment indebted to the Baron 2,700,000 rou¬ 
bles. His Excellency could give no hope of 
so large a sum being ever paid. 

‘The Baron held a council with his friends, 
who advised him to strike off the two millions, 
gnd receive seven hundred thousand. For in 
the mean while the Baron had contracted heavy 
debts, which he had not the means of defray¬ 
ing. Sutherland then sent in a proposal to the 
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* 

Minister, by which he. consented to receive 

700,000 roubles ill ^commutation of the debt, 

(“ Better a part than none,” $aid he.) The Mi- 

• » 

nister, instead of money, sent him* an order to 

the £ police, by which he was protected from 

84 • 

arrest for the sums he owed to others ! 

I am told that *Lord Cathcart interested huh- 

self in vain for this* unhappy man; he could 
• • 

procure no redress The poor Baron died of a 
broken heart, and left lii # s children beggars. 

I dined with a Mr. B-, a German mcr- 

chant, in a splendid house at the Vassilly Os- 
troff; here was a sort of English Christinas 
party of children. 

At half-past ten I went to the Boulgakoy^s 1 , 
when Gritti, Volkonski, Madame • Kattakasi, 
Princess Trubetzkoi, and I sang; M. Katta¬ 
kasi is an old acquaintance of mine, at Malta, 
wliere *he was; with Heyd£n, ds secretary of 

legation.—Driving about at night is .now rather" 

• • • 

dangerous, for the Mujicks and Ischvoshicks 
are all as drunk as fiddlers, repletion following 
upon fasting. 


VOL. i. 
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Dec. 26. (Jan. 7.)—I was kept awake all 
night by those d—d tailors over my head, who 
being no longer able to wield the goose and 
cabbage, ^amused themselves by giving a ball 
and supper, to their great entertainment and 
my utter discomfiture. 

This morning the sun is as bright as in the 
month of June. (Thermometer —12°.) The 
promenade was unusually brilliant. 

After dinner I went to the French play, and 
paid my respects to the Countesses Ficquel- 
mont and Modene in their boxes. The principal 
* topic of conversation was the sentence passed 
upon the Ex-ministers of France. It seems to 
me that the lenity shown to these weak, de¬ 
luded, unhappy men, is a great triumph on the 
part of civilization, over the more stormy pas¬ 
sions of our nature. It is a great proof of the 
immense progress which that said civilization 
has made in the hearts of nations, when they 

f ‘ f 

can.be brought to act so temperately and so 
mercifully towards men so deeply compromised 
by the national hatred. The conduct of the 
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national-guard of Paris is “ beyond all praise.” 

This affair has beemthc touch-stone of French 

(and consequently of European) tranquillity. 

* • 

We may now hope that the Government, se¬ 
conded as it has so lately been, by all the re- 
spectable and enlightened* part of the. French 
community, will*prove itself strong enough "to 

0 • * 

restrain every, attem'pt on th‘e part of the mob 
at outraging either their own or other nations’ 
rights. 

^.fter the play I went with Prince Theodore 
Gallitzin to a brilliant soiree at the Countess 
Strogonoff’s splendid palace. Here I was in¬ 
troduced to several new and charming acquaint¬ 
ances. This palace is in the style of that.* of 

Doria at Rome, or Durazzo at Genoa, and is • 

■ 

well worth seeing. It contains-a fine picture- 
gallery, in which are several clwfs-d'cetivfe. 
The ladies, headed fey the FHncess Soltykoff, in- 

sisted upon-’s singing, which he accordingly 

• • • 

did, following the example of Mademoiselle 
Connor, who sang several Russian romances 
very sweetly. These said Russian romances 

*u 2 
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are all in the minor key, and? are very plaintive 
and melancholy, but rather monotonous. 

The supper was served in a handsome hall, one 
side of which was composed of immense mirrors, 
which reflecting the company, chandeliers, and 
columns of giallo arrtico, produced a very fine 
effect. Am reste , the same sort of stiffness was 

• . - i 

observable here as m other of the high cir¬ 
cles, and the Genius of Ennui seemed to pre¬ 
side and to wave his leaden wings over the 
whole company. 1 have before endeavoured to 
account for the singular separation of the two 
sexes which characterizes the Russian coteries . 

Dec. 27 . (Jan. 8.)—Snow in immense quan- 
titles, driven in by a strong westerly wind. 
The waters *of the Moika have risen consider- 
ably. Thermometer — 2°. I dined at Lord 
Heytesbury’s, where I met m'any distinguished 
persons, among th£ rest, Prince Menchikoff, 

, X 

the Minister of Marine; Admiral Greig, Barop 

t * 

Nicolay, the Pouschkins and Strogonoffs. 

Lord Heytesbury introduced me to Prince 
Menchikoff, with whom I had some con versa- 
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tion about the construction of ships, transport 

upon camels, improved rudders, &c. 

Greig approves of Lihou’s patent very much. 
■ . • 

The evening I passed at the* Dolgoroukis* 

and Youssoupoffs’, at which latter there were 

masks and dancing until two 'o’clock, when I 

went home and* to bed, avoiding the public 

• « 

masquerade, on account df .certain* bilious and 
• • 

feverish symptoms. 

This* evening at five there was an aurora 
borealis ; a long luminous white-looking cloud 
with coruscations. 

Dec. 28. (Jan. 9.)—Sunshine and fine, but 

very cold north-west wind. Thermometer —12°. 

I went at twelve to the Lisianskis’, and 

• * 

from thence to call on the yoqng Princess 
Jean Soltykoff and the Princess Gallitzin nee 
I^omantzoff. 

The wind cutting like the «dge of a razor, 
I was glad to take refuge in the Cabinet Litte- 
raire. After dinner I paid a visit of ceremon/ to 
the old Princess W oldoinar, the grandmamma 
of all the Gallitzins. She is a fine old lady, 
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speaking English most fluently, having passed 
her youth in London, where her father was at 
that time residing as Russ ambassador; she 
enjoys the highest possible consideration ft Pe- 
tersburgh, the Emperor himself calling upon 
her once a year, (upoij her fete-day.) She is an 
excellent specimen of the courtesy and ame¬ 
nity whiclf distinguished the old school . At 
half past ten I went, accompanied and present¬ 
ed by Basil Gallitzin, to^the house of Madame 
de Divoff, where I found a brilliant party as¬ 
sembled, consisting of all the pretty girls of 
Petersburgh. We danced mazurk, cotillion, 
contredanse, pot pourri, &c. until four o’clock. 
Many masks came, but they were all dull 

•w 

enough. In Petersburgh, as elsewhere, duripg 
the holidays, masks may freely go into houses 
receiving company; but it is necessary for one 
of tlie maskers to be acquainted with the lady 
or gentleman of the house into which they go. 
When the company have seen enough of the 
mask, a little bell is rung in the antichamber, 
upon which the maskers retire. The custom is 
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for one of the party masked to uncover his 
face previous to quitting .the house, so that the 
lady of the house may know who introduces 

i • 

the masquerade. *He that* unmasks then, is the 
person acquainted, and he makes himself. re- 

a ' 

sponsible for those whom he introduces. 

My partners were the Demoiselles Vassil- 

cliikoff, Gallitzin, Caramskie, (daughter of the 
* 

historian,) Novasilzoff, and another, a pretty 
little girl, daughter of the Russian poet, whose 
name 1 cannot recollect. 

Dec. 29. (Jan. 10.)—Dull and gloomy. The 
waters of the Moika are unusually low. (Ther¬ 
mometer —13°.) I received an invitation to 
attend at a public lecture to be held &t eleven 
o’clock to-day at the Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. Unfortunately the card did not 
reach me till mid-.day, so I did not attend. 

I found bujt very few am^teiu’s upon the pro- 
menade to-day. I dined at Baron .Nicolay’s eu 
famille , and spent the evening at M. Paschkeffr’s, 
where there was a very brilliant p£rty assem¬ 
bled to hear a very good amateur concert, ter- 
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urinated by a concertante of Czerny’s, for four 
pianos, which was wonderfully well executed. 

The pretty Princess Hilckhoff tells me that P 
am accused of writing a book against the Rus¬ 
sians, and 6f making notes in my tablets openly 
in society. The fact is, I have no tablets, and 
make no notes whatever. I remained so late 
here, that it* was not'possible to go either to M. 
Ivassarkoff’s ball or to Madame de Ficquelmont’s 
soiree. The thermometer had fallen to —16° 
by ten o’clock, and the face of young Tolstoi’s 
coachman was frost-bitten. By-the-bye, the said 
Tolstoi is a very good amateur singer, and pos¬ 
sesses a remarkable talent of mimicking all the 
artists in "perfection. He gave us three or four 
specimens of his skill in this way, which wjere 
quite extraordinary. (Aurora Borealis at mid¬ 
night.) 

l)ee. 30. (Jan. Ik)—Cold and. bleak wind. 
Thermometer —12°. 30'. No promenaders to¬ 
day: 1 passed the evening very agreeably at 
Madame Divoff’s, wlv^re music, charades, and 
hazard (Crepps) prevailed in their several de- 
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partments. The Russians are devotedly attach¬ 
ed to this game, apd lose immense sums at it. 
I have heard of young bridegrooms staking the 
trousseau of their brides. 

Madame DivofF, like many other Rus- 

■ 

sian kdies, has a dwarf in he# house, who re¬ 
mains constantly with the company. He is 

# • 

less ugly and disagreeable, than others of his 
• • 

species. La Princesse Serge Gallitzin has a 
little fellow of this sort; the Lisianskis have 
also one in constant attendance. The pretty 
Mademoiselle Rosetti, two evenings ago, kept 
caressing the dwarf at Madame Hivoff’s ball. 
(“ Beauty and the Beast,” said I to her; “ Zemir 
et Azor.”) 

• I know not how it is, but wherever I go 
into society here, I find that people take it into 
their heads, that I am come here to write a 
book—“ To spy* the nakedness of the land.” 
Some keep aloof from me for this*reason, others 
goodnaturedly rally me about it*- and "“either ‘ 
beg me to make favourable mention of them, 
or not to put them at all into my book. In 
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vain I deny the charge; the impression is 
general, and I am compelled to say, <e Treat me 
well, and I will speak honourably of you.” 

Dec. 31. (Jan. 12.)—Cold and bleak. The 
Mo'fka seems almost dry; the ice has fallen 
down to the bottom of the canal; the boys 
are-amusing themselves by a sort of imitative 
Montagne HUsse upon the inclined planes form¬ 
ed by the ice, which, remaining attached to the 
sides of the canal, droops towards the centre, and 
thus forms a rapid descent. (Thermometer 
—13°. 30'.) To-day, twenty-six pieces of artil¬ 
lery and four companies marched from hence 
for Wilna. The day before yesterday the Red 
Hussars marched from Tzarsco^elo for the same 
destination (masked.*) The army under Die- 

t 

bitch will consist, including the Guard, of 
150,000 men, with 500 pieces of cannon 1 
What chance have the Poles of withstanding 
such a force ? The military colonies are also in 

i .*• • . 

* These masko, which were given to the soldiers to pre¬ 
serve their faces from the cold, produced the contrary result, 
many of them becoming frozen upon the checks of the troop¬ 
ers during the march. 
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motion. The Chevalier (Jarde and the Garde 

* ■ 

a Cheval marched on the 13th: 10,000 of the 

• * 

Guard will remain here in garrison. It will 

• . # » 

not, perhaps, be alniss here to insert a table of 
the rates of army-pay, which I obtained this 
evening from a young officer, ‘ci-devant Aide- 

de-camp to the famous and excellent General 

* ■ 

Yerinoloff, who commanded so ably in the bril¬ 
liant campaign of .Persia. 


* Annual 


Table 

Quarters and 


Appointments. 

* 

money. 

Forage do. 


Major General } 
Commanding < 

• 2000 roubles . 

4000 

. 1500 = 

7500 

Col. in Chief 

1200 . 

3000 

. 500 = 

4700 

Licut.-Colonel i 

' 900 . 

3000 

. 500 = 

4-100* 

VyOiiinuinding 1 

Liuut.-Colonel 

\ 

900 . 

1000 

. 500 — 

• 

2400 

Major, if Chief 
of Battalion 

j 900 . 

1000 

. .500 = 

#400 

2nd*Major 

900 . 

— 

. , A00 = 

1400 

Captain 

800 . 

— 

.. 300 = 

1100 

2nd Captain 

700, . 

— 

. 300 = 

1000 

1st LidUtenant 

600 . 

* 

— 

\ 3oo = 

• 

•900 

* 

2nd Lieutenant 

500 . 

• 

. 300 = 

800 

Ensign 

450 . 

— 

. Soo = 

75o 

The Guards have, as 

with 

us, onr gracle *in 


advance of the line, and receive the pay and 
allowances of such grade. 
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Officers of the guard. 


“ It is evident that such low pay cannot sup¬ 
port the officers of the army, and more par¬ 
ticularly those of the Guard, who reside in the 
capital; but-the fact is, that no officer is ad¬ 
mitted into the Guard, unless he can produce a 
certificate of his being able to maintain himself 
independently of his pay, of which, indeed, he 
receives hardly any ’thingfor he has to sub¬ 
scribe to many regimental, and other funds, 
such as chaplain, music, doctor, that of soldiers 
made officers, who, having no money of their 
own, fall upon the private funds of the army, 
«to enable them to equip themselves properly. 
In the line the case is somewhat different; 
these regiments remain in the Provinces, where 
every thing is extremely cheap, and where 
they live quietly enough, drinking no wine, 
but merely the corn brandy, of the country. 

i 

Ill Petersburgh, on *he contrary, all the young 
men drink Champagne at ten roubles the bot- 

tie ! ' a he money they borrow as well as they 

*« » 

can, and pay at heavy interest by post obits . 
They are all over head and ears in debt. The 
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1 * 

strange thing is, who can be found to lend 

them money, or to .give* them credit. But* as 

there are no Majorats in Russia, and as all the 

* * 

children share equally the paternal, property, 

i • 

and as the families of all the officers of ‘the 
Guard are perfectly well known, together with 
their supposed incomes, these young gentlerilen 
easily find accommodating individuals to advance 
them money upon personal security. No one 
thinks of sending a debtor to prison .in Peters- 
bqrgh, much less of sending a young officer 
of the Guard to such a place for such a cause. 

It is very difficult to get a correct estimate* 

of the Russian armies; some reckon them at 

« 

1,000,000, others at 800,000. The latter is .the 
most probable; but even this number is, I 
believe, above the mark. The Russian regi¬ 
ments are seldom complete, a .great many men 
existing upon paper only. # When a Russ 
army is in campaign, it receive $ four times 
the amount of the pay mentione djgr flieTore- 
going sheet; that is to say, it is paid in silver. 
As far as I have hitherto seen of the Russian 
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troops, I must say, that they are the most or¬ 
derly, most cleanly, most soldier-like, and best 
looking, of all the armies I have ever beheld. 

i* 

Of the line, I know nothing, for of them I 
have seen but very few in Finland. The Che¬ 
valier Garde and the Garde k Cheval, the 
hofse artillery, Hussars, and Lsfncers, are superb 
troops, as well, if not better mounted than any 
cavalry in Europe.* 


* Note of Russian armies as near as I can learn: 




800,000 
300,000 | 


of all arms throughout the Empire. 

Garrisons and Veterans (immoveable) to be 
deducted 


500,000 left disposable for active service ; of which 

170,000 are Cavalry; leaving 

330 000 f lnf ' antl 7 an ^ Artillery, and Engineers and 
’ \ Guards. 

i 

The Guards are said to be GO,000. I believe they do not 
exceed 40,000. 

Of this mass, Russia ciin with difficulty pay and ftiain- 
taki beyond henfrontier 150,000 men. Is she then formi¬ 
dable t_ f > Western Europe? 

u 

Alexander titus divides the Russ Army:— 

Guards 40,000 

Two Grand Armies, 1st and 2nd 
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• ^ 

In the Russian j*egiVi\ents a terrible system 

of abuse exists, namely, 'the plundering of the 

economy chest, by the Colonel-in-Chief and 

other superior officers. This chest ip filled by 

means of*savings made out of the appoint- 

Y 


Polish Armjr 40,000 (^since annihilated.) 

Corps of Lithuania. 

Corps in Finland. 

Corps of Siberia. 

fcorps of Instruction, , 

Corps of Interior, gens d’armerie. 

With Irregulars the Army may be computed at a million. 

i 

Jones says, 800,000 men of all arms, of whom probably 
not more than 400,000 are efficient. Six Grand Armies are 
known by the following denominations, viz. * 


Advanced Guard under Constantine 

80,000 * 

Army of the right . 

80,000 

Army of the centre . . * 

240,000 

Army of the left (of the Pruth) ^ . 

80,000 

Army of Georgia , 

70,000' 

Army of thd Colonies 

100,000 

Cossacks in time of War 

50,000 

Total 

”£00,000 

» * 

Add the Guard . • • 

| 

40,000 

Grand Total , 

740,000 
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ments, rations, forage, of. the different corps; 
for instance, the Government issues every two 
years two complete suits of uniform for the 
soldiers, the Colonel makes one suit last two 
years, and arranges with the Jburnisseur for 
the second suit, in lieu of which he receives a 
sufn of money; the same thing is done in 
Cavalry regiments * by the Chiefs of squadrons, 
With the corn and straw, &e. for the horses, as 
well as for the uniforms. The money thus 
raised is supposed to be placed in the Economy 
chest, for the general use of the regiment; but 
it is under the control of the Colonels and 
Chiefs of squadrons, who help themselves ; by 
these, means they drive four horses to their 
carriages, kfep good tables, and drink* cham¬ 
pagne; but the}' rob the poor soldier of his 
hardly-earned dues. 

How much better' it would be for the- Go¬ 
vernment, vtdrich is perfectly well .informed 
upon* this.topic, to increase the pay of the offi- 

’ c» 5 

cers and soldiers, and retrench the superfluity 
of uniforms and forage. 
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MALE* AND FEMALE DWARFS. 

♦ l 

Such a system iqust\ demoralize the officers 
of the army, and disguSt the soldiery with 
their chiefs. 


To quit my military hobby, let ‘me say how 
and where'1 the t veiling. It was at a 

A ^ O 

very agreeable family party at tlie Prince Paul 
Gallitzin’s. 


Here were masks ? and a* party o’f male and 
• • 

female dwarfs; these droll little urchins were all 
very well made and goo<J-looking; they frisked 
and frolicked about with the children of the 
house as if they themselves were not (as in 
reality they were) men and women, but chil¬ 
dren likewise. One of these poor little mor¬ 
tals, equipped as an officer of hussars, danced; a 
mazurka with great grace and activity, and se¬ 
lected for his partner the Gouverna?ite 9 a fine fat 
boqncing woman of twenty-five,, H/3 likewise, 
at my request,/sang ‘ a Pussi&n romance, which 
he accompanied on the piano-forte; his voice* 

-F * • 

was a very plaintive, but weak barytoi^i. 

The kindness of the Russian nobles to these 

i 

unfortunate beings does infinite honour to the 


VOL. i. 


* x 
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national character. Indeed, I believe the Rus- 
sian gentry to be universally kind, benevolent, 
and charitable; generous to prodigality, they 
often ruin themselves, and will share their last 
peck with a friend in distress. 

Their vices are those of a nation superfi¬ 
cially civilized, but retaining litill many of the 
defects of their Oriental and barbarous origin. 
Want of order in their money affairs is their 
besetting sin; gambling their prevalent vice. 
With these two great defects, who can wonder 

m 

that other faults follow in the train ? They 
4 have many virtues; among which are conspi¬ 
cuous-generosity, patriotism, kindness of heart, 
loyalty, and (I am told, in the provinces) hos¬ 
pitality unbounded. 

They have an incipient love of the fine arts, 
and have made in these great progress. In the 
useful arts they aie beconiing the formidable 
rivals of other nations. Their imitative talents 
I have^jready spoken of; and I cannot help 
thinking that the same talents will be applied 
to invention when imitation shall no longer he 
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necessary; that is„whi»n they shall have equal¬ 
led more civilized nations in the perfection to 
which they will undoubtedly, at 'no distant 

period, carry the mechanical arts. * , 

• ( 

We danced the old^year out, and the new 
one in, and felicitated each other at supper in 
bumpers of Bu/gundy and sparkling Cham¬ 


pagne. # 


.x 2 
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THE NEW YEAH* 


CHAPTER XII. 

' r 

Bill of residence.—Masqiieradcs.-^-Inclernency of the wea¬ 
ther.—Lubi^ki and the Emperor.—Observations on the 
Baltic Fleet.—Manners of the Russian Ladies.—Lyceums 
and Colleges, and Universities of Petersburgh," &c.—Pay 
and Allowances of Government Officers.—Benediction of 
the Waters.—Amateur Theatricals.—Frost-bitten sol¬ 
diers.—Mademoiselle Dubenski.—Effects of the cold.— 
Soiree at Comte Stanislas Poto^ki’s.—Montagnes Busses. 
—Departure of the Garde a Chcval and Chevaliers 
Gardes.—Russ Language. 

Jan. 1-13, 1831. —Huzza for the new year! 
a bright sun ushers it in ; thermometer— 15° 30'. 
I took my usual promenade, (in a new tfaincau 

upon trial,) but found the weather too eftld for 

\ 

this amusement. All the horses and the beards 
of the ^5?oilmen are white with the frost, as 
are the fur collars of the promenaders. I dined 
at five o’clock at Mr. Holliday’s, in the Vassilly 
Ostroff. Here I met Count Heyden and his 
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two sons, and mai/y English men and women. 
There was an Aurora Borealis to the westward, 
but not very bright. In the evening I went to 
the BoulgakofFs’, and, upon kissing the hands of 

I • 

the ladies, I received-from the pi the Russian 


salutation of a kiss on . the check. This is a 

• • 
pretty and agreeable, custom. From hence to 

the Bazaines’., where I likewise was-greeted in 

tlje same manner. I came too late for the 

music, which was all oter. The thermometer, 

in*the course of the evening, fell to —20°. 

Jan. 2-14. — Cold, but with bright sun. 

» 

(Thermometer—15°.) I walked to the Police- 
office for fresh bill of residence , which, was in¬ 
stantly granted. Nothing can exceed the civi¬ 
lity and kindness of the functionaries of the po¬ 
lice. My professional rank entitles me to my 

bill of residence free of experfse: but persons 
• * ® * - 
not in the public service of th^ir respective 

countries, pay ten roubles for it* Tl)e fpir 

ladies have quite abandoned the •pfbmcnade 

since the thermometer has fallen below —12°.* 


« © 

* Observe that Reaumur’s thermometer is the one in u§e 
in the North of Europe. 



I walk, as usual, an hour or so every day, in 
spite of cold nose and cars; and I think that I 
find the benefit of this system, for it enables 
me to face the night air in my sledge, with 
the glass at —18° or 20°, while, if I remained 

•V -a* 

at home during the day, I could not venture 
out at night but in a close carriage. 

The evening I passed very pleasantly at Ma¬ 
dame Ficquclmont’s charming soiree. 

o 

Many masks came, and danced with the 
whole society. One figure, a Siberian magi¬ 
cian, was excellent; the rest were peasants, 
Jews, Italians, pilgrims, and the usual panta¬ 
loon, who capered away in great style with 
the 4 pretty Youssoupoff. In short, it was a 
very merry mask, and created a pleasant diver¬ 
sion from our ordinary conversazione. At night 
the glass fell to —20°. 

r 

The poor devils of coachmen and horses 
mus^suffer dreadfully from the cold. 

Jan. SFtZ—Sunshine and clear; the weather 
is beautifully serene, but the glass is at —19°. 

I made a tour in iny tmineau , but found the 
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* f i 

cold too great for, such an amusement. It 
did not prevent my, walking, however, for an 
hour. 

This excessive cold produces the ^me effect 

I » 

upon the face and eyes as intense heat does: 

9 t 

I came home with my eyes all bloodshot and 
inflamed, my fa*ce and forehead as red as* a 
tufkey-cpck’s when’he is in great agitation. 

M. Bouillcry has frostbitten one of his hands, 
by touching the outside, handle of a door. The 
effect is exactly similar to a violent burn from 
a red-hot iron; it has laid his finger bones 
bare. 

When the temperature is so low as 17 or 18 
degrees of cold, the police very properly closes 
thc*theatres, in consideration of the.poor coach¬ 
men, who must remain in the external air, 
while t their better^ are at the play., There are, 
however, twtf or three opbn sort of pavilions 
round about the great theatre, in .which huge 

• i r i . * t 

fires are lighted to warm these poftr.fellows; 
the pavilions are accommodated with a move- 
able iron screen to keep off the wind. These 
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contrivances cannot, M however, contain the 
whole number of coachmen, and many must 
suffer severely, as well as their cattle, from 
the excessive cold of the nights. 

To-day the horse artillery of the Guard 
marched for Poland * from hence, and the Is- 
mailoffsky regiment as far as Serellna. 

When Lubic^ki had his interview with the 
Emperor, he observed to his Imperial Majesty 
that all was in a frightful disorder at Warsaw. 
“ Ah !” said the Emperor, “ I will write to the 
Marshal to restore order.” 

There is still some hope that Chlopi^ki may 
bring back the Poles into the path of obedience 
without drajving the sword. God grant that 
it may be so! 

H 

At nine o’clock, p.m. I drove to the Princess 
Kourakine’s It was so cold, that I was obliged 
to cover my face with a silk handkerchief, in 
the guise oh a veil; this kept me comfortable 
enought_ i t froze. I have frequently found 
my eyelashes frozen together, when, to save 
my eyes from the .extreme cold. I have shut 
them. (The glass is at - 28 °.) At half-pa*, ten 
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t 

# • 

I went to the pretty* Princess Youssoupoff’s 

The cold keeps all*the ladies, and most of the 

gentlemen, at home. We could juSt make up 

a quadrille and mazurka, which latter I danced 

I • 

with the sweet little ^Princess. After supper, 

* * 

Baehmatieff and-sang. 

(N. B. When* the # glass is bejow —18°, send 
ydur coachman horfie, lest lie freeze.) 

The theatres are closed, and the public mas- 

f y • 

querade put off, on account of the inclemency 
o£ the weather. This is extremely proper. 

Jan. 4-16.—Slight snow; thermometer—15°. 
This change of temperature makes the weather 
appear like a comparative Spring. # It was 
really warm on the promenade; t and a good 
many belles were driving in ^ their elegant 
sledges. 

.At # dinner I irfade acquaintance,with a cap¬ 
tain m the navy, commanding l’E quip age Mo¬ 
dule,” at Cronstadt. His name is Lermantotf.* 

He has served in the Black Sea, aS.well as in 

* • 

•* 

* This officer was selected for this command as being the 
best native seaman in the Uussiait fleet. Ilis ship is the 
Alexander of one hundred and thirty guns. 
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the Baltic; and he is'a very distinguished 
man. From him I gathered a great deal of 
information' respecting the organization and 
economy of the Baltic fleet. He seems to 
think that the Marino-Soldato system works 
extremely well with the naval forces of Cron- 
stadt, but that* the fleet of Nicolaieff is rather 
averse to it. Such, however, is the extreme 
docility of the Russian peasant, that he can be 
made to do any thing. -The captain speaks in 
terms of enthusiasm of Greig. He says that 
most of the Russian three-deckers are bad 
ships, but that the 84-gun ships are splendid 
and excellent vessels; not so the small 74’s, 
or the 22-gun brigs. He describes the store¬ 
houses at C-ronstadt, belonging to each equi¬ 
page, as perfect models of order and cleanliness. 
There seems however, from his account, to be 
too much luxury of the eye in all these arrange¬ 
ments, which could not exist with a very active 
state of things. There are about 36,000 men in 
Cronstadt, including artificers, sailors, strangers, 
townspeople, he, and only 3000 women! 

There should be twenty-seven “ equipages” 
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of 1000 men in garrison ; but of these, three 

are at Sveaborg, and about two or three at Pe- 

tersburgh and the Mediterranean. 'The whole 

naval force may be estimated at 38,000, in- 
* • . 
eluding the Black Sea*fleet. 

I passed the evening* delightfully at the 

Princess Barbara Gallitzin’s balji where I met 

l • 

many charming persons, and where I danced 

incessantly until fbur o’clock. Madame D- 

• • 
is delicious. • 

.The Russian ladies dance and dress remark¬ 
ably well, and are extremely well educated and 
accomplished persons; there is, however, among 
the younger ones a good deal of convenfual for¬ 
mality towards our sex, most probably arising 
from the nature of their secluded education in 
the Communaute des demoiselles nobles , et Vln- 
stkut fie St. Cathdrine . Most# of Jhem speak 
English and - German fli/entTy; the French 

spoken at Petersburgh is excellent, as good 

• m *■ „ * ■ • 

as that of Paris, and certainly joriben better 
than that of the provinces. 

The young men are accomplished, gentle- 
manly, and agreeable persons, as much as (or 
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more so than) the youth of any nation witli 
which I am acquainted. They are accused of 
being superficial, but so are all young men of 
rank in all countries; everybody cannot be 
profound. It seems to me that the education 
they receive is a mor<5 profitable one, as far as 
concerns la de socicte , than that given by 
certain antiquated, high church and state esta¬ 
blishments nearer home. 

* 

Russia has in every province and in every 
great town, its Lyceums and its Colleges, with 
professors of every branch of science and useful 
knowledge. The capital abounds in such insti¬ 
tutions, particularly for the military, which 
profession embraces the majority of the young 
nobility of*the state. L’Ecole des Pages, 
the Land and Sea Cadet Corps, the Oriental 
Institute, the Commercial School, L’Ecole des 
Sous Officiers, LTiistitut Forestier, the Engi¬ 
neer and Artillery School, the School of Roads, 
L’Ecole nles Mines, School of Naval Architec¬ 
ture, and many others," show the care which has 
been bestowed by the liberal-minded andpatri- 
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otic Russian sovereigns, upon the greatest of 
all means of civilization, namely, the education 
of the rising generation. 

Many patriotic individuals • among the 
nobles of'the provinces have erected primary 

schools upon their esttiteg, in which not only 

• ■ 

elementary knowledge is diffuse^, but the ftse- 
ful arts, with their adaptation to ti'ade and ma- 
nufactures, are taught. 

* This ’subject, together with that of the Com- 
munante des demoiselles nobles , and of the In- 
stitute of St. Catharine, has been ably handled 
and discussed by Capt. Jones and Dr. Gran¬ 
ville, both of whom personally inspected most 
of these institutions. 

• * 

f etersburgh possesses likewise jts universi¬ 
ties, in which there are professgrships for every 

art and science. Jt would, however, seem that 
• . * * 
these, chairs are tdo badly.paid, to be filled by 

men of superior talent and acquirement; (6 or 

700 roubles being the salary of a- Professor) 

I cannot yet understand by what* means the 

public functionaries manage to exist upon their 



318 PAY AND ALLOWANCES OF 

j 

wretched stipend. I haye cut my expenditure 

down to the lowest possible ebb, and I find 

* 

that with the most rigid economy, I spend con- 

* 

siderably more in one month than the whole 

L 

year's salary of a professor of astronomy or 
medicine. There must be means somewhere 

m , 

with which I have not hitherto managed to 
become acquainted. 

The Captain of the “ Equipage Module,” 
who has the rank of Colonel, and commands a 

’ . M 

thousand men, assured me yesterday that his 

4 

pay and allowances, with all concomitant ad¬ 
vantages, might be calculated at 4000 roubles, 

or 17 2l. a year. Prince Basil Gallitzin, a Cap- 
* 

tain in the army, (Lieutenant of the Guard,) 

» o 

and Aide-de-camp, very near his Lieutenant- 
Colonelcy, told, me to-day that his pay and 

allowances only amounted to 1000 roubles per 

<* c 

annum, about 45/. /! 

* i 

The soldier, as I have stated elsewhere, has 

12 roubles annually, but he is well fed and 

•* 

clothed; and although there is no Chelsea or 
Greenwich for the retired veterans, yet there 
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are military hospitals in the capital, and litlle 
places in government offices, and, in default 
of these, trifling pensions paid to .the old or 
wounded soldier in his native village, where he 
can live f6r almost nothing, and where a medal, 
a cross, or a clasp, is reVered by*thc people, and 

, i 

the wearer thereof almost deifietj. • 

•It is much to be* regretted that ‘there are no 
pensions or retirements for old officers. All 
tilings ifre relative; that which is' indispensable 
with us is not wanted in Russia, where prices 
and institutions, ideas and habits, totally differ 
from ours. But I should be glad to see aU classed 


of ipublic servants better paid , for they would 
then be placed above the temptation of pecula- 
tiotl and bribery. In the long run \t would cost 
the government less, for it would be better 


served, and by fewer servants, than it now 
maintains, badly enough; *but* most of whom 
do little or nothing for their maintenance. The 

0 l 

Bureaux are overrun by useless ami .idle em- 

* • 

plmjes; the working bees being few in com- 

« 

parison with the drones. 
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There are, perhaps, two causes for this re- 

r 

dundancy of employes ; the first is, that as each 
man is ill paid he generally works but little; 
and the second is, that every body in Russia 
who aspires to a class or grade , must serve the 
state in some way on other; hence the young 
men all take service (nominal, if you please) in 
some department either military or civil. Two 
well paid clerks would do the work of a dozen 
of these amateurs. v 

I regretted to hear to-day, that many of the 
troops have been sent back frost-bitten. Poor 
fellows, what weather to march in! How can 
the Russians, with the examples of Charles 
XII. and Napoleon before their eyes, under¬ 
take a winter’s campaign in Poland ? Half the 
men and horses will die of cold, fatigue, and 
starvation! 

< ‘ i 

On my way home at five a. m., it snowed 
and blew a gale from the south-west. 

Jan. 5-17.—I arose at mid-day. It snows 
heavily, and a violent gale has driven in the 
waters of the Moika and Neva very rapidly. 
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God save us from an intmdatiop! The thermo¬ 
meter is at— 2°; it, thaws partially in many 
places. 

To-day is a fast-day ; no parties or .masks for 

i * • 

the evening; all is stillness and contemplation. 

# •* 

I do not venture out, not liking to face the 
chasse neige , as the, French vegy aptly term 
this sort of driving wind, which forces the snow 
before it in thick clouds with prodigious ve¬ 
locity. 

Towards evening the wind suddenly changed 
to the eastward, so we are safe from inundation 
for to-night. At eight o’clock I received an 
invitation from Paschkoff to go in the .costume 
of “ il Pirata” to his house to-morrow night, 
and'to sing the cavatina. It is tpo late to get 
such dress, and I am obliged to excuse myself. 
Jan j. 6-18.—I went at mid-day to see the cere- 

* * ft 

mony of the Benediction of the Waters; but to 
say the truth, such was the crowd, that I sjpv 
nothing of the ceremony whatever. I must 
therefore refer to Gapt. Jones for a description. 

The cortege was imposing enough, and so were 

* 

VOL. I. Y 
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the salutes from the fortress on the opposite bank 
of the river. There was a pretty temporary 
temple erected upon the edge of the quay for 
the accommodation of the Archbishop and com¬ 
pany. The crowd was immense, but orderly in 
the extreme. The thermometer at—12°. I did 
not remain long bare-headed, fearing the frost; 
besides winch, I do not like priestly mum¬ 
meries ; they are only intended for the purpose 
of blinding the eyes and shackling the intellect 
of the human race. <e Ce riest plus Vage de 

Vean Mnite 
0 

After this I went with Niccolini, whom I 
had the good fortune to meet at Grittis, to the 
garderohe of the theatre, to look for a costume 
for the “ Pivate,” and was fortunate enough to 
find something analogous to the character in 
question; indeed, pretty much such as Don- 

zelli wore last spring in London,' in this same 

■» 1 * 

part. 

I fear I shall acquit myself but indifferently, 
as I am not in the habit of sirging great pieces 
by heart. However, we are to have a promp- 
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ter from the Italian 0pera to help us out of 
difficulties. 

At nine o’clock I drove to PaschkofF’s, and 
found already a good many masks. assembled. 

t m 

I was conducted by one of the little girls, beau- 

i / 

tifully dressed in the becoming costume of the 

country, to a room .where I found Count TLu- 
. , * • 
dolf, Gritti, Xolstoy, and Paschkoff^ equipping 

themselves under* the inspection of Niccolini, 

• • 

and with the assistance of the costnmhte ■ and 
fmseur of the Opera. Here I likewise put 
on my dress, consisting of white silk pantaloons, 
yellow boots, y el low j ustaucorps, cuirass, black 
velvet hat and plume, sword, and green velvet 
mantle; a pair, of mustaeliios and a roijale, com¬ 
pleted my disguise. The first mpweau was the 

quintetto in the “ Turco in I tafia.” 

• * 

• Dramatis Personae. 

Mademoiselles Kisianski . . Fiorilla and - 

Messieurs Gritti . • • Don Geromrflo. 

Tolstoi - - Narcisso. 

Paschkoff . . Mustafa. 

Maest. di Cappella .. • ! Signori Rubini e Calcarra 

Y 2 \ 
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Then followed Russian choruses and dances, 
the latter by the little daughters of the house 
and some pretty children, their friends, en cos - 
tume du pays. Next came " il Pirate,” who was 
a good deal frightened.* Then followed the 
famous scene in the <e Barbiere di Siviglia,” in 
which Almaviva in disguise gives a lesson of 
singing to Rosin a. * 

Dramatis Personae. 

. Count Ludolf . . Bartolo 

Tolstoi . . Almaviva. 

Paschkoff . . Don Basilio. 

Gritti . . Figaro. 

Catharine Lisianski . llosina. 

The scenf was admirably performed, and the 
costumes were perfect. Gritti was splendid, 
Ludolf admirable, Paschkoff inimitable, Tolstoi 
and Rosina charming. 

Now folldwed* a quadrille costumke , com¬ 
posed of 

{ Count LerdVenFels^ Costume du siecle Louis XIV. 
Madame Pasehkoff > , With h&op and plumes and brocade. 

f Count Gritti . . Figaro. y 
l Madame Malviradc., r lIoop and plumes and mask. 
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JM. Sullivan. . . . Coip-t dress of French marquis. * 

1 Mademoiselle Ballabine Beautiful flowered silk, hoop, &c. 

(Captain C. C. F. . . *11 Pirata. 

I Mademoiselle Rosetti. Hoop, plumes and mask. 

The daiicing of the,ladies in their antiquated 

dress was admirable. # After ' the quadrille, 

■ « 

Gritti sang the*buffa aria of “ Figaro,” with 

• • » 

great effect; and €. C. F.* availing himself of 
« * * 

his piratical character, appropriated that of 
Conte Almaviva, and # sang " Ecco ridente il 
Cielo.” 

The singing was now all finished, and we 

danced mazurka, waltz, quadrille, gallope and 

gallopade, winding up with the dance of the 

“ Grand Papa,” a sort of Sir Roger de Cover- 

ley, peculiar to Germany. Thus finished at two 

§ 

o’clock a most brilliant and agreeable party, 
from jvhich we all retired thoroughly fatigued 
to oifr carriages and trainedu^.’ 

Jan. 7-19.—Snow. Thermometel*—*11°. Pro- 
menade en traineau et a pied. iDJhner ( man - 
que ) at Jubb’s. Evening at the Lisianskis’. I 
learn from C-that tl\e Russians employ 
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hands in useless manufactures, which should 

* i 

be set at work in' picking and sorting wool for 

^ * l. 

exportation; it is at present refused by English 
and French manufacturers on account of its 
impure state, and Russ cloth is made from 
foreign wool for the .same reasons. 

Jan. 8-20. — Cold wind from north-west. 

i 

Thermometer—11°.' I drove to the Vassilly Os- 
troff at two. Promenade until four. I dined 
at the Ambassador’s. J learn to-day that three 
hundred men have been sent back frost-bitten, 
and some officers; among the rest young Jom- 

mini, who, it is said, has lost his right han«|f; 

- 

This is probably an exaggeration. 

At eight I went with M. le Maitre, the 
Saxon charge d’affaires, to the house of M. Klein, 

t, 

a German banker, whose beautiful young Vi- 
ennoise wife is fond of singing, and who gives 
musical parties eVery Thursday. 

Here I found a complete German colony, 
among whom were some pretty girls. Calcarra 

*t r 

was the maitre de cactpelle; Count Ludolf, 
Madame Kleii}, Mademoiselle Krauser, two 
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other Demoiselles, whotfe names 1 do not 

-- • 

I * 

know, M. Klein, and the. Pirate, sang away the 

* * *■ 

whole evening. Madame Klein hqs the most 
beautiful eyes in the world,* (with only'one ex¬ 
ception). 'She reminded me very much of ——. 
She has given me some pmsicto learn to sing 
with her. • 

•Jan. 9-21.—I received*an invitation from 

i • • 

Stanislas Poto^ki.for to-morrow. The weather 
dark and gloomy. Thermometer —5°. We 
have now, I fancy, “ broken the heart of the 
winter,” (as the sailors say); the temperature will 
become much less rigorous than it was a week 
ago. To-day it feels like comparative spring. 

' A- 

After dinner I visited the Comtesse Kossa- 

• • 

kowska, and from her went to the Austrian 
Ambassadress’s, where, among jiiany other peo¬ 
ple, 1 had the pleasure of meeting and making 
acquaintance with a charming little girl*just 
come out of the Communaut^ d£s Demoiselles 
Nobles into the world. Her name is DulTen- 

ski; she is the most naive , lively, unaffected 

* 

sweet little creature possible.; her personal 
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merits have procured for her the situation of 
Demoiselle d’Honneur to one of the Grand- 
duchesses. She speaks of this promotion as 
a blessing utterly* unlooked for, having ex¬ 
pected, upon leaving the convent, to retire to 
her native province of Sarftoff, there to spend 
the, remainder of her days in .obscurity. The 
Empress, who is as a mother to all these young 
ladies, has placed her under the immediate pro¬ 
tection of one of her own ladies of honour, Ma- 
dame Freiderics, with instructions to present 
her in the world. Mademoiselle Dubenski 
gpeaks with enthusiasm of Madame d’Adelberg, 
the excellent governess of the Communaut^, 
and descHbes her six years of seclusion in that 

institution as being a period of perfect hap- 

« 

piness. 

Madame de Sollohoub tells me that her son 

* •• 

in the Ismaeloffski regiment, has had his chin 
frost-bitten upon the march. Young Jommini 
is cared; hi# hand had not suffered very much. 
Lord Heytesbury had ,both his cheeks frozen 
on Sunday ; d'man meeting him in the street 
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informed him of the circumstance, and rubbed 
him with snow on one cheeft while he rubbed 
the other. 

Jan. 10-22.—Dark and threatening to snow. 
Thermonfeter —9°. .Wind north-east, and bit- 

IV 

terly cold. 1 was sobn. driven in from my 

■ 

diurnal promenade. I have often observed, in 

# * * 

various countries, that it *is* not always the in- 
* * * 

tensity of heat or cold as denoted by the ther- 

• 

mometfcr, from which # the body* suffers most, 
but it is during a peculiar state of the atmos¬ 
phere, which perhaps influences the barometer 
more than the thermometer, that the phisique 
is most sensibly affected. Thus, to-day we all 
suffer more with the glass at —9°, than we; did 
on Saturday last when it stood at —J9°; and this 
because on Saturday there was no wind, while 

today it blows'in gusts. I vejily thought 

* ■ 

thatT was frost-bitten in*the cheek-bones to- 
day, and, upon coming home, iubbed them 
well with Eau de Cologne. 1 # observe that 
under the influence of excessive cold my cheeks 

• HW* \ 

swell as if they had received a violent blow. 
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At half-past ten I went to* the soiree of the 
Count Stanislas Potopki. His superb house is 

a sort of Palace of Aranda. The rooms are re- 

. 

• m tr 

splendent with gold, satin, glass and porcelain ; 
his fables groan under a profusion of massive 

H i 

plate; his floors arc covered with the finest Brus¬ 
sels and Wilton carpets; the Vaulted ceilings 
glow with beautiful designs,'and are supported 
by tapering columns; the walls are decorated 
with tasteful and painted seagliola pilasters, 
and the cornices are fretted with the richest 
friezes. Add to these local beauties the fasci¬ 


nations of lovely and richly-dressed females, 

the blaze of a thousand lustres and chandeliers, 
< 

the ^galaxies pf stars which shone upon the 
breasts of generals, ambassadors, and senators, 
the epaulettes, plumes, and swords, the fruits, 


flowers, and jces,.the ruby Botirdeaux and the 
sparkling Charnpagnd, and you haVe some idea 
of the enchanted palace of the Fairy and of 

* f 

her brilliant°C°urt. 

i ^ 

I need not,say whjgj| of the fair ladies per- 
sonated, in my imagination, the beautiful Ar- 
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mida; those who know, the society of Peters- 
burgh will not need to be prompted, and those 

who do not know it, would be none the wiser 

* * # • 

for prompting. 

These 'Grands Seigneurs Busses are magnifi- 

cent fellows. r ' . 

« ■ 

Jan. 11-23.—-Tine and sunny. Thermome¬ 
ter —X0°. At two o’clock I called upon 
Crampton, to go* with him to the ice-hills, or 
Montagnes llusses, to .which we ars both, sub¬ 
scribers. These truly national means of amuse¬ 
ment are constructed in the Galernoy Hof, a 
large open space near the Little Admiralty. 
Cayley assures me that the whole distance from 
tower to tower is a quarter of an .English urile. 
They are this year three archines higher than 
last year, and stand about forty feet perpendi¬ 


cular., The descent of the inclined plane from 

• • 

the 'entrance tower is prodigiously rapid, and 

*, • 

the ice-road at the bottom is about four hun- 

• • 

dred yards in length. At the extremity of the 
ice-road, at the ^istance‘|| four hundred yards, 
is erected another similar TowefJ with inclined 
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plane and ice-road, facing towards tlie entrance 
tower, and 'parallel to The first, but at a little 

t 

distance apart, so as to allow of a free passage 

• \ • 

between the two ice-roads. This second tower 

i 

and ice-road brings the performer back again 

4 

to the foot of the entrance tower. The in¬ 
clined planes and the ice-roads have been this 
year, at a great expense arid with great cafe, 
covered with solid blocks of ice, of large di- 
mansions and of great -thickness, so that it is 
thought the amusement will last until late in 
the spring. The entrance tower has a little 
retiring-room to its left, upon the same floor 
with tlie t platform from whence the sledges 
descend. In. this little room is a stove, and 
there are chairs and benches to accommodate 

i 

those who wish to repose and warm themselves, 

or tp witness the- sport at their ease by means 

« 

of a window which looks upon the plane and 

the ice-road. * 

* * 

The sledges upon which this extraordinary 
descent is made are about four feet long by one 
and a half wide, arid eight or twelve inches 
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' ft 

• ft 

high ; they* have cushions for. the seat, and are 

raised a little at tjie foremost end so as to 

prevent the performer from slipping off for- 

* * * » 

wards. 

When 1 first mourfted the tower and looked 

l * 

down the inclined plane, I thought it-required 
courage more tfian Jiunaan to jtrust one’s car¬ 
case upon sp frail a vehicle as the*sledge, and 
upon so tremendous-looking a precipice. How¬ 
ever, I took courage, crossed myself, invoked 
the protection of the Virgin and all the saints, 
and trusting myself to the guidance of a young 
Englishman, between whose legs I sat upon 
the sledge, down I went with the volocity of 
lightning. At first I lost my • breath with 
the* rapidity of the motion, but afterwards I 
laughed, like a child in a swing, all the way to 
thfe end of the ice-road, where* our* momentum 
being exhausted, we stopped gradually. We 
then got up, shouldered the sledge, clambered 
up the steps of the second tower, and descended 
its inclined plane in like manner. Upon reach¬ 
ing the starting-place, or eflntrahce tower, the 
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second time, I had the 'pleasure dfftseeing two 
ladies descend in safety, and come back again 
from the opposite poin$. I no\y determined to 

try my luck by myself, and, accordingly, down 

* 

I went, but coming violently in contact with 

* f 

one of the side barriers, (for there are barriers 

* i 

on each side .of the inclined plane,) I was 

i 

* * 4 

thrown off •my sledge, and performed -the rest 

of the descent upon that broad foundation with 

♦ 

which it has pleased ‘Nature to favour me. 
Shouts of laughter from the top of the tower 
announced the satisfaction of the spectators. 
Nothing daunted, I scrambled after my sledge, 
again mounted the tower, again and again de¬ 
scended, and was again and again thrown, to the 
tune of six ’times, sometimes upon my back, 
sometimes upon my side, sometimes upon my 

belly, but, God be praised, without injury*eith*er 

* 1 * f . 
to my frame qr temper. However^ I thrice de- 
* 

sceyided untbrown, and hope soon to be able to 
conduct, not -only myself with dexterity, but 

f 

even fair ladies to the end of the “ ice-road.” 

* 

. Nothing can "be So ludicrous as the appear- 
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" * » « 
ance of meti and w^men shooting rapidly down 

these machines. TJiey become by their posi- 

tion, and by the effect of perspective, totally 

foreshortened, in such a manner that the be- 
! • • 
holder from the top erf the tower sees a number 

of monsters rapidly following each other down 

• • 

the inclined planes, and along the ice-road, 

, • , 

having no legs or body, but only a head, and 

tjvo long black arms which keep waving up 
• * 
and down, and guiding from time to time the 

sledge in its course. They look like immense 

black birds skimming over the surface of the 

• 

sea. Dante, if he had ever seen a montagne 

Russet might have illustrated his “Inferno” 

with such an image as this, in which it would 

seem that the condemned spirits tire forced to 

a perpetual ascent and descent of these ter- 

rific-looking engines, under the form of mon- 

strous and demoniac birds, tied dpwn for their 

sins upon iron sledges. *. , 

Some of the more hardy and skilful of the 

performers place • themselves face downwards 
• * 

upon the sledge, and descend‘head foremo§t 
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with frightful velocity, hut £onsd|||ftate skill; 
they look like seals darting into the sea. I 

have heard of persons skating upon one foot all 

• 

the way d own these planes, but I confess I 
should rather not behold such an exhibition; it 


would make my hair stand on end. 

Great presence of mind^is required to guide 

* 

oneself in one’s terrible descent; and the-method 


of steering is this: If you see that you are in 

. 

danger of running against the barrier to the 

♦ 

right hand, touch the ice with your left, until 
you perceive that you keep a straight course, 
and vice verm; but take heed that you do not 
press the, ice too long, for by so doing you 
change your course too much towards the 
pressing hand,.and thus your descent becomes 
eccentric, and ends by upsetting you, as was 
my case so frequently. «- 

i 

Place yourself straight upon your traineau; 

/ 

see r that your coat-skirts do not touch the ice; 
direct your .traineau exactly in the centre of 
the plane ; hold your feet close together; keep 
them off the ite; have your hands ready to 
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of,, 

r"Sv v 


guide yodi^qourse ^ shove off; steady eye, firm 
heart, now right hand, nt>w left, and away you 
go, like a shot from a thirty-two pounder. 
Never mind a few falls *; ever y thing must 
have a beginning. Kogue la galere. * 

N.B.—A jacket is tile best equipment; and 
take care to provide yourself w.ith warm glbves 
arfd thick Russia-leather mittens, in shape like 
those of our hedgers and ditchers. 

In the evening I wcrjt to Madame. Bazaine’s, 
where there was singing, &c. until midnight. 
(The Preobajenski grenadiers marched to-day.) 
Jan. 12-24.—The Chevalier Garde marches* 


to-day. 

The Garde a Cheval went yesterday, after 

being reviewed and harangued by tjie Emperor, 

. ■ 

who has very nobly given each-man and officer 
of. these two regiments, a thivd of his yearly 
wages in silver as a gratuity. 

Their Majesties intend meeting the Chevalier 

• i 

Garde at the Moscow Gate, and thfere to take 
leave of them. 

Tt sncJws this morning, iind J am stiff and 
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bruised by my falls of yesterday. I don't think 

• / 

I shall descend the mountains to-day. (Ther¬ 
mometer — 10° 30.) The wind is piercingly 

i 

cold, and I was consented with a short prome¬ 
nade in the Newski; coming home about four 
o’clock with inflamed eyes and tightness about 
the chest—a disagreeable sort of feeling enough, 
such as I remember to have experienced in the 
loftiest regions of the Andes in 1819. 

I passed the evening at Madame de-, 

ok Von a conjugc le verbe. Boulgakoff told me 
that when he was a boy, he used not only to 
descend the mountains (Montagues Russes) 
skating upon one foot, but likewise go half 
way up them with both feet! 

Jan. 13-25.—Morning tranquil and sunny. I 
have a cough, -and don’t feel quite well; I 
suppose I must have caught cold upon the 
ice-hills. I am as hoarse as a raven. (Ther¬ 
mometer —14°.) At two I went to the Mon¬ 
tagues Russes, and-descended them eight times 
without upsetting at all, J^ive la gloire!!! 
AW the spectators; who had hoped to be in- 
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• • 

dulged with the’ sight of;'my awkwardness 

were disappointed^ but not so I, who went 

home at three,'quite satisfied with the progress 

I had made in this national amusenrfent. I saw 

« 

one officer go down with his back on the sledge, 
and head foremost! In the evening T w^pt to 
the Princess Youssouiloif’s, but .had not the 
pleasure of* Seeing her, as she was unwell. 
One of) the ladies of the house amused herself 
and me, teaching me to say pretty things in 
Russian, which I wrote down upon a slip of 
paper. 

The language of love is pretty in all coun¬ 
tries. The Russian is a very soft and* harmoni¬ 
ous tongue, but it possesses sounds which can- 
• * 
not be explained (or rather expressed) by our 

European characters; for which reason the Rus- 

* • | 
sian ,fias thir,ty-six, the depominations of which 

are as difficult to learn as those of jthe Greek.or 
Hebrew alphabets. Some of the gutturals'are 
absolutely unattainable by our dfgans of pro¬ 
nunciation. My* knowledge of the language 
* * • 
was as yet limited to a few words, such as are 
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* » 

necessary to mak? myself understood by the 
coachman. 

* 

Jan. 14-26.—Dark# and threatening to snow. 
Thennonierer — 10°. At mid-day it . did snow 
fast, but this dirl not prevent my going to the 

i 

ice-bills. I was not so fortunate as yesterday, 
and had several falls. I believe this was in a 

• * V 

great measure owing to my having a very bad 

sledge in lieu - of a very good one which I had 

• 

yesterday. There was only one lady present, 
Madame Malvirade, who is a great amateur of 
the sport, and she descended very often; she is 
a native of Russia, and has been accustomed to 
this sort of tiling all her life. 

i 

It is astonishing to see the sang-froid with 
which females place themselves upon the frail¬ 
looking sledge, and, trusting tQ the dexterity of 
e * 1 
their conductor, dash down the hills. 

v 

1 passed tly?evening (and night indeed) at Ma- 

r 

da me Klein’s ball. Here I met. all the Commerce 
Allemaiid; Some of the girls were good-look¬ 
ing and well dressed ; the men were very ordi- 

* . 

nary, ugly, and ill-dressed, with the exception 
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• • 

of a few young Englishmen and foreign diplo¬ 
matists. The ball* followed by a handsome 
supper, lasted until past four, whtfli I left the 
company still dancing. 

M. Klein is the partner of the famous He- 
brew banker, Baron S'tieglitz ; the latter I had 
the pleasure of *being presented to. He has my 
book of Turkjsh Travels, arid promises* to send 

it to me, that I i*nay be able to gratify the cu- 

• . * 

riosity of my female frnends respecting it. 

. It is hard upon an author to be obliged to 
beg his own booh as a favour. 

* The Baron proved a deceiver, for he never sent me the 
hook at all. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

< 

Proceedings of the Poles_Reflections upon the state of 

their affairs.—I .niss the Princess Woldomar’s Fete.—Ge¬ 
neral Wassilchikoff’s observation before Shumla.—Chlo- 
pi^ki and the Diet.—Reflections.—-Amateur Concert.-r— 
Title of Civil General, and Anecdote of Frederic the 
* Great.—Deportations.—State of the snow in the streets. 
—Anecdote of Count Ostermann.—Proceedings at War¬ 
saw.—Hardships sustained by the Russ troops on the 
march.'—State of the Roads.—Total of Russ force in Po- 

' i 

land.—Picture of the Progress of the Cholera in Russia.— 
Weakness of the Garrison of Petersburgli.—Ukase for the 
establishment of Primary schools in Villages of the Crown. 


I i , 

Jan. 15-27. ~Dark and snowy. Thermome¬ 
ter —10°. I Went at two o’clock to the ice-hills, 

¥ s 9 

4 

and descende/J them about eight times, out of 

*. 

which I had seven falls. I begin to think that 
I am not destined to attain perfection in this 
art, and shall leave off for a few days. No 
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doubt, however, that it good .deal must depend 
upon the construction of tlie traineau; or else 

why was it th$t on Tuesday, with' a different 

.# * 

sledge, I did not fall at all ? 

* - • 

In the evening I* called upon Princess B. 

Gallitzin and Madame, # de Mordwinoff, but 

found no one at h^me. From thence to the 

• , 1 

Boulgakoffs’, where 1 remained until past mid- 

ijight. Snow, snow, snow. 

• > • 

Jan. 16-28.—Fine and sunny; thermometer 

-t-9*. There were many belles on the pro¬ 
menade. In the evening I called upon Prin- 

• 

cess Dolgorouki, and drank tea with the Am¬ 
bassadress of England. From liencp I went 
to the soiree of the Ambassadress of Austria, 
which was unusually crowded and brilliant.- 
The Grand-Duchess Helena is delivered of a 
daughter to-day. 

Madame la G£nc-rale Ivutusoff has heard of 
my Syrian adventures, and is anxious to # see 
my book. I wish I had thought of bringing 
a few copies nut with me. 

Jon. 17-29. — Dark, but? still, thermometer 
— 8°, with cold bleat north-east wind, and drift- 
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x If I 

ing small snow. Promenade until half past 
three. At half past five I drove to the Vassilly 
OstrofF, to dine at Mr. B-’s, and here I met 

i * 1 

the principal members of the British Factory, 

(if a factory can be said to exist which has 

now^tto longer any exclusive privileges.) Sir 
* * 

James Wiley was also one of the company. 

i 

He tells me that a good many, of the Regi¬ 
ment of Chasseurs of Finland 1 have been frost- 
bitten, on . their march ‘hither from Sveaborg. 
This he attributes chiefly to want of experience 
in marching on the part of the officers and sol¬ 
diers, none of whom had ever made a winter’s 
march before. He recommends a sort of belly- 
band, of coarse woollen cloth, to be worn next 
the skin by thptrodps, in marching, as well as 
in the field. He says it not only guarantees 
the soldier against cold, but likewise against 

i * 

diarrhoea. 

The Poles seem determined to make a stand; 

* 

and it would^seem that they have got together 

about 100,000 men, of all arms* The Diet has 

* 

declared the dteheemee of the reigning family, 

* 

and proposes young Nap, Prince Czartorinsky, 
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or Chlopi^ki. Their .cpuirtry is, unfortunately 
for them, not defensible; and they have few 
or no cavalry to cope with the clouds of Cos¬ 
sacks which will pour over "their devote.d plains. 
I am still not without* hope that the Die£ may 
accept the terms sent by the ’Emperor by the 

hands of Lubi^ki. They Have yet time to 

* ' , * 

save their unhappy county from annihilation: 

they counted upon movements in Gallicia, Si- 

• • 

lesia, and Lithuania; iliey have be^n deceived. 

Nothing now but a rebellion in Prussia, or a 
prompt submission to Nicholas, can save them. 
The first cannon-shot fired on the west side of 
the Vistula decides the fate of Poland. France, 
howsoever willing, cannot aid her; Austria and 
Prussia would be delighted to see her annexed 


to Russia; England neither Can nor will inter¬ 
fere. „ I see no chance for lien, except by means 

* • * • ^ 
of a general combustion* in Europe; which 

Heaven avert! 

• t 

After dinner I drove to the ^oussoupofis’, 
but found them all going to the Princess Woldo- 
mar Gallitzin’s. It snowed, and blew a terrible 
gale, so I bore up* for Madame Klein’s soiree 
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I 

musicale, where J passed the evening very 
agreeably. 

I shall be in disgrace with the Princess 

Woldomar, since to-day is her fete, and I ought 
> 4 *■ 
to have gone to congratulate her; however, I 

did not know of this "circumstance until I was 

arrived at Madame Klein’s, so that I could not 

i 

t 

help myself., . , 

The Emperor, the Hereditary Prince, the 

• rt 

Grand-Duke, and all the* Court, went to felici¬ 
tate the old Dowager. What a soiree I have 
missed! 

Jan. 18-30.—Heavy snow, but calm weather. 
(Thermometer —9°.) I went to the ice-hills, 
and descended successfully enough five or six 
times. Lady H, and her daughter were the only 
lady amateurs. The evening T passed at Ma- 

dame, Bazainei’s, where there was nobody.* 

\ 1 

Jan. 19-31.—Fine and temperate. (Ther¬ 
mometer —7;) I passed all the afternoon at 
Paehkoff’s singing with him, Madame Malvi-, 

rade, and Tolstoi. Promenade, at three—many 

- *>■ < 

belles and beaux. After dinner I had much 

& 

conversation with an aide-de-camp of the Grand- 
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Duke Michael’s, who bad* made the campaign 

* * •* 

of Turkey. He ccjnfirrtis all that I have hi¬ 
therto said upon this subject, more particularly 
respecting the blockade* *>f Shufnla, ii) 1828, 
which, he says, they afterwards learned - the 
Turks would have evacuated, had the Russians 

attacked it in force, because .the Turks tv ere 

. • * 

* • 

under impression that.the Padisha Mus- 
covili was always -accompanied by 100,000 men. 
(The Russians never had above 30,0Q0 disposa¬ 
ble, as une armte d'opkrations.) It seems that a 
Council of War was held in the Russian camp, 
upon the subject of an attack, and that General 
VassilchikofF remarked, “ Remember, Sirs, that 
we have with us the Emperor of Russia ; ;but 
should the attack on Shumla pro^e to us ano-. 
ther battle of the Pruth, we Jijrve no Catharine 

in the.cainp to save us from destruction.” 

^ 

I passed tfie evening at Madame KassarkofFs, 
where we danced away until Half-past two 
a. m. of 


Jan. 20. (Eeb. 1.)—Ddrk but tranquil. (Ther¬ 
mometer —7°.) I went to the MontagnesRusses, 
and found there iftany pretty ladies, among 
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others, Mademoiselle Rosetti, and some Eng- 

i 

lish girls whom I'had not before seen. I de¬ 
scended se\cral times, and had but one fall. 

i 

Chlo,pic;ki, upon the receipt of the Emperor’s 
communication through Prince Lubi^ki, and 
upon the violent declaration of the Diet, re¬ 
specting the dccjdance oi the Imperial family, 
has resigned his functions of Dictator and 
Commander-in-chief. Warsaw is in confusion 

i 

and alarm ; the capitalists and great proprietors 
have quitted the city, and flee to Prussia aqd 
Germany. Four hundred men of the Polish 
army are said to have crossed .the Vistula, and 
to have joined General Rosen’s people. The 

crisis is at hand. 

11 . 

, - Howsoever much, as an Englishman and a 

i 

freeman, I may admire that lofty spirit of pa¬ 
triotism whi<jh scorns a foreign yoke; ljowso- 

i 

ever I may respect those men who under cer- 
tain circumstances stand forth as the eham- 
pions of liberty, and as the saviours of the 

* 4 

Commonwealth; howsoever my; heart may 
heat in unison witluthe aspirations of k proud 
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nation after freedom, still I cannot help think¬ 
ing that the leadcnS of the Polish revolt, have 
irreparably injured, their own cause, and that of 
the worl^I, by their absurd and uncalled-for 

precipitancy, in rushing single-handed, head- 

# *• 

long into a struggle with* a gigantic enemy, 
whose little finger is sufficiently heavy to crush 
“ the loins”' of the Polish'nation. * They have 
exasperated the Emperor and .the Russians; 
they have awakened tlie slumbering’ lion ; but 
they have no means of long resisting his wrath. 
They have still a few days to reflect. Let us 
. hope, for their own sakes, as well as for the 
peace of Europe, that they will subn/it quietly 

9 

to the magnanimity of a generous Prince, 

who will not too severely eha&ise a whole* 

nation for the fault of the few. 

* 

-In the evening* I went to Al. dfe PachkofTs. 

i ° » - 

where I found the assembled amateurs. We 

l 

sang several quintetts, quartetts, trios; from 
l’Ultimo Giorno, Strantera, Pirata, Gazza La- 
dra, and as a finale,-sfing the tenor air in 

a u 

the Croeiato, “ Popoli del Egitto.” 
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We danced mazurk," gallope and quadrille, 
until half-past twelve. 

Jan. 21. (Feb. 2.)r~Sma)l snow, but mild. 

* 

Thermometer—2°. 1 went to the ice-bills, and 

« 

had the honour of conveying two or three gen- 

<■ 

tlemen down them in my sledge, without any 
accident. Afterwards, Cayley took myself and 

two others at the same time down upon his. 

* 

We must have looked for all the world like a 

* 

huge centipede. I had ho falls to-day, and be¬ 
gin to find the whole thing easy enough. The 
pretty Mordwinoff, Princess Lanskoi Gallitzin, 
Mademoiselle Lanskoi, Lady Iieytesbury, and 
Miss A’Court, were the lady amateurs. 

K 

I dined at Basil Gallitzin’s, and after dinner 

i 

he and- 'sang while Calcarra accompanied. 

The evening I passed at the Lisianskis’, where 
we rehearsed for Friday, with Pachkoff, Tolstoi, 

t 1 

and Madame Malvirade, until midnight. 

Jan. 22. (Feb. 3.)—Snow, but mild. Ther¬ 
mometer —4V I passed the afternoon upon the 
ice-hills, and actually descended them three 
times ventre a glace , that is, lying down upon 
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I 1 

• » 

one’s breast on the*sledge and, going head-fore- 

• * r 

most; I got, however, two or three falls, in one 
of which I hurt my right arm and knee against 
the barrier, which is becdme a solid mass of ice, 

1 i # 

but looking like snbw, so that I thought I 

might graze it with impunity. 

There were many Indies, all the Vassilchi- 

koffs, Zenade, Gallitzin, several Germans, the 

Ileytesburys and‘others. It was great fun. I 

was taken down backwards by Mr. Cotton* but 

tlumght the sensation disagreeable enough. 

After dinner I drove to the Divoffs’ and Mord- 

* 

winoffs’, but found no one at home ; and passed 
the evening at Boulgakoffs’, where \£olkonski, 
Sapeiha, and myself, chatted together, vtfiile 
tlic? ladies and gentlemen played, la guerre au.r * 
billiards. 

•N.lk—Diebitefi’s manifesto* to the Pole>s ap- 

» * 

peared in today’s Supplement. 

Jan. 23. (Feb. 4.)—Mild, but? threatening 

more snow. Pachkoff called whil^ t was yet at 

% 

my toilette. *1 think of going with him and a 
large party of sportsmen to a* bear-hunt, (on 
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Sunday night,) for Monday morning. It will 
be fine fun to see old Bruin upon his hind legs, 
stuffing the shot-holes with snow. 

PaehkofF tells me that he expects a great 

many big wigs at his concert for this evening; 

* 

among the rest Counts Nesselrode and Lan- 
geron; so we must sing our^best. 

I do not go to the ice-hills to-day, in order 
that I may economize my forces for this even¬ 
ing's concert; for, to say the truth, the exercise 
of mounting those stairs with one’s traineau on 
one’s shoulder, fatigues one excessively. The 
thermometer is at —5°. I took a turn in the 
Newski Perspective before dinner. At nine I 
wen£ to Pachkoft’s. The whole company did 
not arrive before ten, when the concert was 
opened by two pianos’ concertante. 


Act 1. 


1. t Mademoiselle Ballabine 
$1. Reinhard 

2. Mademoiselle C. Lisianski 
Madame Malvirade 

M. PaehkofF 
M. Tolstoi 
C. C. F. 


| Concertante by Herz. 


Quintptto in lTJltimo Gi 
orno. 



.CONCERT. I 353 


3 . M. Luvoff 
M. Eberhard 

4. "Corate Ludolf 
Corate Gritti * 

5. Madame Alcxieff 
M. Pachkoff 


* % Violiry) obligato, accorapani- 
J* wifent de piano. 

| Duo Buffo d § i Coccia, “ la 
j Polpetta.” 

1 Duo di Semirgmide, “ Bell’ 
1 imago.” * * 


Act 2. 


G. Mademoiselle de Modfcne 
• • 

Mademoiselle Lisianski 
M. Pachkoff 
**C. C. *F. 

7. Comte Gritti 

• Mademoiselle C. Lisianski 

8. Comtesse Choiscul 
Madame Malvirade 

9. Mademoiselle de Lisianski 
M. Pachkoff 

10. C. C. F. 

11. * C. C* F. 


Qttartetto di* Celli, “ Quel 

► 

1 larapo fugacc.” 

* 

j* Duo della Fidanzata. 

Duo di Mercadante, “ Ah 

i 

non lasciarmi, no !” Enea 
e Didone. 

Duo di Semiramidc, “ Se 
la vita.” * 

Aria del Crbciato, “ Popoli 
dell’ *Egitto.” 

Aria del Pirata, “ Nel furor 

* • 

delle>Tempeste.” ** 


Perhaps there is no capital in Europe wh^re 
so much talent of this sort can be jound, in the 
same circle of high life, as in Petersburg!!. 
Many of the pieces above mentioned were exe- 

#> 21a 


VOL. I. 
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cuted in a style worthy of* a first-rate Italian 
opera, more particularly * the Duo Buffo of 
Coccia, “la Polpetta.” Gritti and Ludolf were 
inimitable. It is their own language and champ 
de bataitte. We foreigners? cannot come up to 
them in the Buffo Cflricato. Madame Alexieff 
is a first-rate con trait. Gritti, Ludolf, and 
Luvoff, are each superior in their particular 
branch. The Demoiselles Lisianski rank among 
the best -amateur sopran singers of Europe. 
Tolstoi likewise has great talent; and so has 
Pachkoff, with a beautiful voice, and great 
facility of execution: (he is too redundant of 
ornament to please a chaste ear.) Mesdames 
de Choiseul et Malvirade would sing well, if 
they chose to “ se laisser alter but, like many 
other lady-singbrs, they are afraid df showing 
toojnuch fueling. Nobody can sing well who 
does not both feel, and show that he feels, what 
sings. This delightful art is the language 
of the passions, and should therefore be made 
to express them vividly. 

Then we possess here* besides the ladies 
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* • 

above mentioned, the Brincessp Serge Gallitzin, 

< * . * 

(a first-rate;) the Qomtesse Boleslas Poto 9 ki, 
Mademoiselle IJarrasdine, Mademoiselle Con¬ 
nor, and Madame Kattalfasi; and last,* though 

not least, Gregoire vblkonski, with one of the 

/ 

most superb bass voices iji # Europe. 

Jan. 24. (Feb. S.)—Thermometer —2°. Wea- 

* # * • 

ther mild. J drove at two* to call, upon Ma¬ 
dame de Kutusoff, with whom I became ae- 

•• 

quainted last night. She is the wife of a Ge¬ 
neral of that name, who was lately governor 

of Petersburgh, and has two very agreeable 

_ * 
daughters, one of whom is a Demoiselle d’hon- 

neur. * 


I dined at Mr. Jubb’s, and ijnet therd a 
great party of English, among^whom General 
Wilson, the head of the famous manufactory 
at *Aley.androwski. The title of* General in 
Russia does Hot necessarily predicate the mi- 
litary functions, but merely denotes a certain 
grade or rank in society. Th ejtizarrerie of 
this most absurd t arrangement was once very 
fully dehionstrated before the famous Frederic 

2*a 2 
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« * 

\ * > 

of Prussia, in the person * of Rassoumoffski, 

“4 • x j 

the Hetmann, who f ’iSeing at the Court of 
Berlin, was' present at a grand review of the 
Prussian" troops, and upon being asked by Fre¬ 


deric wlrat he thought of the showy and ela- 

* - * 

i 

borate manoeuvres r which they performed, re¬ 
plied, “ Sire, je ne suis, qti’urt C6n6ral Civil.”— 
“Ah P said the King, “ nous he cpnnoissons rien 


de tout cela ici.” 

At nine I drove to Madame Klein’s, whe$£ 

ir 

we made some music until half-past ten, when 
I went off with Baron Palmstjerna to the Prin- 
cess Youssoupoff’s dance, where I remained 
until past midnight. 

J[an. 25, (Feb. 6.)—Weather dark, but mild. 

. (Thermometer +1°.) I passed the afternoon 
upon the ice-hills, and saw one lady .upset. 
There was ioo *much wind to allow df the 
sport’s being ^ood. * I got one^falfc Tile is a 
sort of incipient thaw. ' v What a mess we shall 
be in! 

c 

I learn to-day that Col. Clappeyron, a French 
offidlr, belonging to the Corps of Engineers, 
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't 

0 M 

has suddenly received* orders from the Police 
to convey himself 4<P0 wersts into the interior! 
He was packed off in the middle bf the night, 
having barely time allowed lifm to provide him- 
self with a pelisse. * I suppose he has talked 
rather t6o much a la JFran^aise. h 

Such, sudden deportations are not uncom¬ 
mon : poor Holmann, the blind, knight of 
Windsbr, was ttfken for a spy, by a Siberian 
governor, and sent with a Feld Yager across 
tlje frontier. 


I am obliged to abandon the bear-hunt, not 

0 

being able to find a vacant place in any one’s 
traineau to go thither. , 

I passed the evening at the J^azaines’. : At 
night a slight thaw. 


Jan. 26. (Feb. 7.)—Alternate sunshine and 

snow ..showers, with slight thaw. (Thermo- 

mete#H- 2°.)’ I went to the ice-hills, but 
' . * 

found them in a bad state, from the young 

* * 0 * 

thaw. It was blowing a strong breeze from 

* 

the south-east, which prevented our making 

* p , 

much progress on one side* although it helped 

• • 
us along famously oil tjie other 
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|The Heytesburys ajid Madame Mordvinoff 
were the only amateurs to-day. 

^ vr < 

The snow to-day in the streets is of a reddish- 
brown colour* and is go full of inequalities, that 
driving about in tfie sledgjfe reminds me of being 
iff a heavy sea in a jolly-boat, . 

I passed the .evening at princess B, Gallic 

'\r > 11 * 

zin’s, dancing with, the lively Zenade and the 
Wassilcliikoffs. 

fv , 

The Prince gave us a famous supper, and, a 
bottle of good Burgundy, to recruit our forces, 
after dancing like mad people. I returned home 
at two o’clock. 

J V ££*1 

Jan. 27. (Feb. —Dark, but mild and calm 
weather. * (Thermometer—3°.) At the ice- 
hills from t\yo till three, (when home to meet 
Bubini, who did not come.) I got one fall,to¬ 
day in descending head foremost, whieVbroke 

-i' K 

two buttons off the breast of my coat and the 

j *, 

glass of my watch. 

* *. t 

Zenade Gallitzin and Mademoiselle Ballabine 

were the amateures . 

At ten I drove to the English Ambassadress’s 
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ball, which was very brilliant and animated. 

>* * , i* 

There were many charming women; the more 

*» 

beautiful of whom were Mesdames jBhouvaloff, 
Paschkoff, Orjpff, • Pouachkin, .Youssoupoff, 
Mordvinoff, and Ffcquelmont. Demoiselles 
Hilchoff, Rosetti ; BallaJbine, TrOUbetzkoy, Bak¬ 


er, &c. , 

* t 

•The ball was given in the gr^at dining-room, 
‘ * * * * » 
of the Grenadiers* which was splendidly lighted 


up; the supper-tables were laid* in the usual 
receiving-rooms. 

Apropos of grenadiers: I have before re¬ 


marked upon the Gothic taste of the Count 


Ostermann, in placing two gijft metal caps upon 

the white faces of his marble grenadiers, of 

the Pauloffski regiment. These grenadiers, it 

* - ♦ * 
seems, died to save him at <2i$ri. They stand 

one each side of a ponderous chimney-piece, 

and look like a duplication of TUomo di^Sasso, 

the Gran* Commendatore of D6n Giovanni, At 

the upper end of the room is another instance 

of the bad taste of the «sEdd Count Ostermann, 

personified by a full-length ^statue of the Em- 
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peror Alexander drawing out of the scabbard a 
sword, upon the white tnaible blade of which 
is a long Russian inscription,"'in black letters. 
At his feet stands a Jouble-headed eagle, hav- 
ing round his two necks a scroll, upon which 
likewise is a black inscription. 

Count Ostermann was more remarkable for 

* 

his love of bears than of the fine arts. It is 
related of him, that when he gave a great din¬ 
ner, he used xo cause to be placed behind the 

*• 

chairs of his guests a bear, which, thrusting his 
shaggy head over the shoulder of the convive , 

would growl out his supplications for food, and 

* 

extend his pawless stumps (for he was muti¬ 
lated, to prevent mischief*) towards the table. 

How strange that a man, who ought to have 
passed his days, in the caverns of the Orsine 
species, should have built and lived in a palace 
of marble and gold !«■ This is, indeed, barbarous 
magnificence. 

We danced until three o’clock most gall&it- 

* 

* It is said, that when the Count lost his arm at Culm, he 
ordered his bear to be mutilated also. 
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a&f? 


ly, wlign home, and to bed. I leaded, in'the 
course of the evenfng/She arrival Of the French 

MS •* 

* Ambassador, the Due de Mortemart. 

Jan. 28. fFeb. d.) —^gjn, and th«p; the 
state *of, the streets *is iniSfecribablef f >the Vater 
is pouring down from-the. roofs 1 and eavOs of the 

' ■ »- ■ ,f • • 

houses in ^floods ;%he melting snow is of 3. deep 
seppia t colour; the traitieaux with difficulty 
splash their way through pools of water and 
dissolving blocks of icf. (The thermometer is 

' .! ' f ' 

at' +8°.) It is impossible to go to the ice-hills 

i 

to-day. A '* 

> * yS)' 

The Supplement of yeste^d^s Gazette cort- 
t&inil a Manifesto from the f£mperor, # and a de¬ 
claration of war against Poland. The infatuated 
Sarmatians, not contented with lifting the stands 
ard of revolt, have added insult to rebellion, 
Thfey caused, upon the occasion of declaring 
thd^throne Vacant, a number*of splendi(f coffins 

' 1 * 9 

to be made, in lyhich they placed the effigies 
of the* executed conspirators of *1*825. After 

m 

parading thpse in g^eat 'state through the city 

->* 1 * A 1 p 

of Warsaw* they interred .them in the garden 
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J 


of the Belvedere Palace, between the monu¬ 
mental statues of the Emperor Alexander and 


his Empress! They next proceeded to inter 
the effigy of* the G,^nd-I)uke Constantine! 


These people must be mad. Such faeces as 
these throw discredit and ridicule* upon their 


caused and, moreover, tend to'exasperate^ the 
Russian nation against them more bitterly. 
There seems now to be no hope of accommo- 

*JL 

dation. Piebiteh has .by this time entered 


Poland. 


I passed the avant-soiree at Madame Ki|tu- 
soff’s, very agreeably, but had to swim thither 
in my sledge. At ten I waded to the Lisian- 
skis’. where I remained until past midnight. 

This evening the city was illuminated (a *Ui 
Rime) for the F£te St. Michael. 

Jan. 29- (Feb. 10 ) — Rain and thaw. $0 

z. 4 , 

i Vj 

chance for the ice-hills to-day ; all ‘is watertihd 

nastiness. (Thermometer 4 * 2°.) I took a drive 

*■ « ■* * 

in the Kewsty Perspective, but found it fullof 
deep holes, rttts, and water. The police is 
everywhere at wc^k, trying to find <the mouths 
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of the drains, by which to let off the water. 
Petersburgh was Hardly* evet known to be in 

V -* 4 

such a state at this time of ^he year. It is evi¬ 
dent that a great chang^*is* takin'g place in the 
climate of this country: at three o'clock there 
was neatly one degree’of cold. 

I pity the unfortunate troops who have to 

* j. £ 

march in such a' season as, ’this. The state of 
the roads is inconceivable. The Due de Morte- 

w 

,, %. • 

mart was fifteen days-and nights op, the. road 

- k 4 

ftom Berlin hither. How will the baggage 

•i 

and cannon of the army get on ? 

r; A certain colonel of cavalry, upon the march, 

gave orders to his cavaliers to dismount and 

t' 

walk when t\iey found it top cold to remaip on 
hcfrseback.^ Many of the troopers,preferred sit-. 

ting on their horses* to walking, and conse- 

. t ' ' ' • 

quentiy had their feet frost-bitten. The colo- 

neh to punish this disobedience on their part, 
ordered every frozen-^poted soldier to receive 

twenty-five coups de baton, as if |he poo# devils 

■ , * 

had ^ot frozen on purpose; or as if, even had 
they done so, the consequences thereof were 
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not already sufficient punishment. Such a colo¬ 
nel deserves the kriout. J He is his own historian, 

V ' i 

for he has boasted openly of what he has done, 

as a proof of his zeil $6r good discipline. * 

* » 

After dinner I drove to the English®mbassy, 
and drank tea with the Ambassador'll 

I passed the latter part of the evening at the 
Boulgakows’. 

Many arrests have taken place lately for poli¬ 
tical indiscretions. 

Jan. 30. (Feb. 11.)—Dark, but slight frost. 
(Thermometer —2°.) The ice-hills have %uf- 
fered considerably from the thaw, the inter¬ 
stices between the blocks of ice being too sen¬ 
sibly opened to allow of any traineau’s descent 
with safety. „ These interstices must be filled 
with water, and frozen. % The temperature is so 
pleasant to-day, «tj^at manylbelles are tempted 

' 1 'J vL ' i’- ' 

into the New sky Perspective to walk a litfle. 

I passed the evening at the Austrian Era- 
bassy, where I met, fti&lhe first time, le Due 

j 

de Mortemai^^ho deserves his journey from 
Berlin hither as an operation of the greatest 
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difficulty and hazard. • Such .was the state of 
the roads, that upoji one occasion he was nine 
hours and a half in performing one? post. His 
Excellency Was frequeiiSy 1 upset. I-have no 
wish to expose myself to this sort o*f suffering, 
and think I shall remain quietly here until the 
Spring, and tiled set out for Moscow, 

• ® t • 

"Needham writes from ‘t^'enca tl\at his jour¬ 
ney thither was* a difficult one. He passed 
one whole night in the performance, of twenty 
wersts. He speaks in high terms of the hos¬ 
pitality of the Moscovites. 

Jan. 31. (Feb. 12.)—Mild, with slight frost*. 
(Thermometer —3°.) At the ice-hills until 
half-past three. 

To-day a Corsican doctor has bfen deported,, 
for writing indiscreet letters. »The Post-office 
opens all correspondence. 

» • . m w m m 

The Polieb gave the Doctor his own missive 

. » 

to read, as a justification or theitf measure re- 

g ® 

specting him. The f ^JDoctor is a great Buo- 
napartist. The French*party leather in bad 
Odour here at present. 
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I passed the evening at Madame Klein’s and 
Princess Youssoupoff’s. , 

■a 

Feb. 1-13. — Mild, but dark. I open my 
windows* every- mo/nirlg for an hour or so, to 
refresh the atmosphere *of my apartments. 
(Thermometer —7°.) T Ice-hills from two till 
four. The Princess, Jean Soltykoff and the 
Symonoffskas the only amateures. The young 
fiancee was twice upset —vive la bagatelle! I 
purchased an iron sledge for ten roubles, and 
was very successful in my descents. 

After dinner I went to congratulate General 
Bazaine upon his reception of the Commander’s 
Cross of the Legion of Honour, which the Due 
de Mortemart has brought from King Philip. 
Colonel Clappeyron, whose sudden mission into 
the interior has excited m much alarm, is like¬ 
wise made Knigbt of this distinguished.order. 
The ostensible motive for his jotirney is to 

superintend borne canal; but I should like to 

\ 

■4r\ * 

kno\tr what canals can be either dug or navi¬ 
gated, with tlsree feet of ice and, snow upon 

^ 1 

them. The Corsican Doctor is said to have 



KEWS FROM *POLA>TD. 367 

* i 

been guilty of procuring a fatme couche to one 
of his mistresses, aruj. this is t'he cause assigned 
for his deportation. 

We hear to-day that ladies in-Warsaw 

* i • 

have formed tliemselVes into regiments. Such 
fair antagonists are not* likely to cool the ardour 
of the Russian troops. .There.seems to fie no 

• * $9 

limit ta the .exaggeration ajid exaltation of the 
Polish nation; but it is not in the nature of 

m 

m * 

exaggeration or exaltation to be very firm of 
pyrpose, or constant in execution. 

The matter-of-fact Russians will overcome 
sucli obstacles as are likely to spring from sucli 
sources. * 

Feb. 2-14.—Fine and sunny. My windpws 
wete open all the morning. ( r fhermometer, 
— 8°.) We had a great many people at the 
Montagnes Russes^ among |he re$t the pretty 
NovSsiltzoff.' 

At four o’clock I dined with fthe Princess 

• * 

Dolgorouki, where I met some very charihing 
people. I walked home at seven o’clock, my 
traineaii not having come-to -fetch me. At 
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half-past eight o’clock . I drove to Madame 
Kutusoff’s, I passed the evening en famille, 
very agreeably. ,« 

Feb.o 3-15. — Dark« v and windy, threatening 
more snow. (Thermometer'—5°.) Ice-hills 
until half-past three. 'After dinner 1 called 
upon the Mod&nes, at. the Palais AnnishkofF, 
where I drank tea.. From thence I drove to 
call upon the Boleslas Poto^kis and the Mord¬ 
vin offs ;—pobody at home; so a casa at half¬ 
past ten. This is a sort of phenomenon in the 
history of my soirees at Petersburgh. I pro¬ 
fited by a quiet evening to write long letters to 
England, to send by a messenger who sets off 
to-morrow. 

* 

Feb. 4-l6. ( —JDark, and threatening to snow. 
(Thermometer —1° 30'.) At two it brighten¬ 
ed into a beautiful afternoon. At t)ie ioe- 

t, 

< 

hills until four, whefce I descended eight times 
ventre a glace without any accident, but upon 
another man’s traineau, being a better one 
than my own." 

A despatch from. Diebitch mentions his en- 
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taping the kingdom of Poland unresisted s the 
people offer bread aryl sail ; tlie irregular troops 
make reports, hut the armies fall ‘back upon 
Warsaw, to the great terror of- the^ peaceable 
•inhabitants, who iow find themselves likely to 
be exposed to the horrors of, a siege.* Diebitch’s 

0 i • m 

force amounts to 106 battalions, 135 squadrons, 

m A t » ^ 

396 cannon,. 11 regiments. of Cossacks!!! = 
ljf0,000 men. 

* * 

I fear that a winter’s campaign will destroy 

more men than will fall by the sword of the 

Poles. 

At ten I went to Mr. Cayley’s ball, where I* 
remained until half-past three. Tha women 
were in general extremely plain, w\th a few ex¬ 
ceptions, such as Mademoiselle -, Ma . 

dame K-, Mademoiselle F——, Mrs. F- 

B-*-,*and Miss -. 

Fet). 5-17.—Morning fate and mild. Ther- 

» • 

mometfer —1° 30'. Ice-hills from two till four. 

• • 

I dined at the Embassy; where I learned that 
the .Due de Nemours is chosen by the Belgians 
for their king. It remains to be seen if France 

* 2 is 


VOL. i. 
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and England will confirm this choice. I should 
think not. r 

I drank tea with the Princess W oldomar Gal- 

r 

litzin, *and had mucft conversation with this 
charming old lady, and with He Comtesse Stro- 
gonoff. From hence , to the Princess Barbara 
Gallitzin’s ball.. 

It is the f£te of the Princess Zenade. 

Here we danced like wild "people until half- 
past- five., I was tired and out of spirits. My 
partners were Mesdemoiselles Ballabine, Was- 
silchikofF, Kriloff, Madame Orloff, Madame Di- 
voff, and all the other “ offs.” 

Feb. fi-18. Dark but mild. Thermometer 
—3°. Ice-hills until four o’clock. Soirees man - 
quies parlovt ; so I returned home at ten 
o’clock to read and meditate. 

Feb. 7-19*—Morning fine and sunny. but*at 
noon overcast and'dark. Thermometer—3°. 
At two I weht to the ice-hills, where I ||xnain- 
ed tintil half-past three; when home to meet 
Rubini. Walk in the Newski Perspective. 
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* CHOLERA ^MORBUS. 

I passed the evening* .at the Princess Yous- 
soupofF’s, quietly.*^ 

The Gazettes of to-day contains *an interest¬ 
ing statement of the rise hnd progress of the 
• cholera morbus^tn ‘the Russian ferritoiy. I 
translate it for the benefit, of ttiose who choose 
to read it. 

M 

4 1 • • 

PICTURE OF THE PROGRESSIVE MARCH OF 

♦ 

1THE CHOLERA MORBUS IN RUSSIA. 

• . ■ 

• “ The cholera morbus was imported into 

Russia from the Persian towns of Reschty, 

Zenzili, and Tauris. At the commencement 

of the month of June, this epidemic manifested 

itself at Saliany and in the province of Schir- 

van, and spread itself afterwards, in those of. 

Bakou, Konta, Schoki, and *Derbent, in the 

Khanat of TalySching, and tfye district of Eli- 

zabothpol; it reached the towns of Tiflis, Go- 

1 * • . * 

ria, their districts, as well as the provinces 
of Armenia, of Nakitch6van, of JKarabagh* and 
the districts of S\gnakh, of Telaff, of Douschet, 

2 B 2 * 
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and other places. beyond the Caucasus, where 
on the whole, from the 6tty of June to the 8th 
October, there were 21,662 sick, 10,127 cured, 

r 

and .11,168 deaths. * 

“ Another direction taken* by the malady, 

i 

was that of* Saliany/by the Caspian Sea, and 

t i 

ascending the Volga; and upon this route it 

i i 

manifested itself the 4th of July near Sedlis- 
toff, and the 19th at Astrakhan, where it conv 

> i 

mitted its ravages until the 21st of August, and 
passed then to Krasny Yar, Gnotaiesck, and 
Tchemy Yar, which districts have equally suf¬ 
fered from its terrible effects. From the day 
when the, cholera showed itself at Astrakhan 
unti! its extinction in the government, that is 
to say, until the 27th of August, there were 
5912 sick, of Whom 186*9 were cured, and 
4043 died. 

i 

“ Towards the middle of July the cholera 
appeared updn the two banks of the;/ river 
Terek, penetrated into Kizliar, and spread itself 
almostt)ver the province of the Caucasus. To¬ 
wards the end cf the same month, the disease 
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manifested itself upon the line of Orenbourg, 
and its first effects were remarked the 26th of 
July at Gourieff-: a 1 few days after in the ad- 
vanced post of !£ernnoy # as .well $s in the town 

• ■ i 

of Ouralcfk, and k after wards in the; district of 
Bouzoulouk and other governments of Oren- 
bourg. No exact details ’have hitherto, been 
foceived upon thq 'number, of* victims of the 
disease in the province of the Caucasus, and in 

m 

the government of Orenbourg. . 

■ 

“ The first of August the cholera appeared at 

m 

'faritsyne, afterwards at Douboska, and the 
8th it penetrated into Saratoff, Balascheff, and 
Kousnetsk, reached the villages of Kanupschine, 


of Volgsk, Petroosk, Atkarsk, Khvalynsk, Ser- 
dobsk, and their districts. In all these plhces, 
from the 1st August to 24th October the epi¬ 
demic attacked, 11,279 individuals, of whom 
* * 

520Q were gured, and 6030 died. * , 

« The 7th of August the gholera showed itself 

in the stanitsc Katclialinskaia, penetrated from 

thence into the town of Tcherkask, and spread 
* '* 

.itself in almost all the districts and stanitses of 
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theterritory of the Cossacks of the Don, where 
up to the 5th of [October, it carried off nearly 
1348persons. / 

“Another direction,of the cholera was that 

• 9 , 

of the government of Saratoff at jpbza. Its 

effects in this city were remarked the 13th of 

^ * 

August, and in a short space ef time the ma- 


• A 

lady spread in the districts' of Penza, Gorod- 
* < « 
is tell 6, Tchembarsk, Saransk, Krasnaia Sloboda, 

and Mokschansk, as well as in the city of Mok- 

* 

schansk. In the whole government, from the 
13th of August to 24th of October the num¬ 
ber of victims to the cholera was 548 out of 908 
sick, of whom 358 were cured. 

.gjp* On the 24th of August the cholera was 
observed in the district of Kirsanoff, in the 
government of Tamboff; it passed afterwards 
into that of Borrisogleb, and up to the 22nd of 
October it carried off,about thirty individuals. 

“.The 27th w of August the cholera showed 

< 

itself hi the governments of Nijny Novgorod, 
and of Simbirsk. In the former, in the towns 
of Nijni Novgorod, Balakhna, Arzamas, ^Arda-. 
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toffand Vassil, and in the.districts of Vassil, of 

Gorbatoff, and of Sergatch, from the 27th of 

August to the lst^of November there r were 

* 

1885 sick, 894 cures, and 984 deaths; in the 
• * * * . * , 

second gdff|rnment, the towns of S^mora,fSyz- 

rane arid Sengiley, and the districts of Samara, 

* • 

Sengiley, Sirabirsk, Stavropol, Alatyr* and 
some others, counted in the .same space of time, 
1193 sick, 609 cures, 591 deaths. 

“ Towards the end of the month of August 

a 

the cholera appeared in the town of Izum, and 

a ^ 

spread in its district; the 11th of September 
it penetrated into Karkhoff, and the districts 
of Kharkoff, Voltschansk, Starobelsk, Zmieff, 
Koupiansk, Bohodoukoff, as well as* the town 
of Tchougouieff, and in the Military Colonies. 
In general, in the government *ol the SlobodeS 
of the Ukraine, from the 28th of August to 
the % 22nd cjf December there haVe be$n 2403 
sick, 1129 cured, 1169 deaths. • 

“ About the same time the effects of the*epi- 

• • 

demic were observed # iji the •government of 
. Cathejinoslaff, in the town and in the district 
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of Kostoff, and in the towns of Slavianoserbsk, 
and of Bakhmout; From the 2sth of August 
to the 22nd of December tJnere were in the go- 

i 

vermnent 1461 sick, 1Q41 oures, 399 deaths. 

< • t • 

•*" t the? commencement of September the 
cholera appeared in the government, of Varoneje, 

< i 

first gt NoVokhopersk and in jts district, and 
afterwards in- the districts 6f Paulovsk, and of 


Bobroff; up to the 23rd of December there 
were 125 sick, *62 cures, and 60 .deaths. 

I 

“ r the 3rd of September the cholera appeared 
at Kostroma, from whence it passed into tlie 
towns of Kineschma, Yourievetz, and Ne- 

A 

rekhta, as well as in their districts. Up to the 
§5th October there were 430 sick, 302 cures, 
and 125 deaths. 

“ The 6 th* of -September the cholera pene¬ 
trated into Yaroslaff, the 11th into Bybiijsk, 
and spread itself afterwards in the districts of 


Yaroslaff and of Daniloff, in the towns of Mo- 


* 

loga* and lioraanoborissoglebsk, and in their 
districts. 

were 631 sick, 321 oures, and 292 deaths,. 


Up to the ,25th of October there 
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u From the government of the Slobodds of 

the Ukraine, the*malady passed into that of 

Koarsk, where it appeare4 the 7tli of Septem- 

* 

ber in the district’of Belgorod, •d’Obpjane, and 
of Soudja, in their districts and* of tlibse of 
Stchigroff, and of Khotnjyje; *up ,to the 2nd of 

• _ 'f.j' ' • 

January there Hbave been 93.8 sick, 298* cures, 

and 558 deaths. - 

• • * 

“ The 8th of, September the cholera was ob¬ 
served? in the government of Kherson, at Ni- 
kolaieff, and in the military hospital of Jfchat 
town, where, up to the 2nd of January, the 
malady had carried off 567 individuals out of 

1015 sick, of whom 447 have been cured. On 

* 

the 7th of January the health of Nikol^ieff, 

§ • 

aijd of the villages dependant upon the Ad- 
miralty, was perfectly satisfactory, as well as 
that of the district of Kherson. 

“.Nearly/at the same .period the epidemic 
appeared at Kasan, spread >tself*ki the district, 
and passed into the jtowns of’Tcheboksary, 
Mornadyseh, and their* districts, as well aS|at 
J^aischpfF, Kozrriod6miansk* Tehistopol, Ya- 
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drine, and Sviiajsk. From the 9th September to 

t 

the 27th December, there were in the govern¬ 
ment 2172 sickfD26, cures, and 1213 deaths. 

# 

“ The, 16th cf September the cholera showed 
itself in the city of Moscow, and spread in 
the districts pf Moscow, of Kolonina, and Bo- 
horodsk, of Bronnitsy, of Podol/and of Zeveni- 
gorod. The details o%*he march of this malady* 
in Moscow are already before the public. 

“ The 17th of September the cholera was’ 
observed in the government of Twer, in the 
district of Vessi^gonsk, and some days after¬ 
wards in the town of Vessi£gonsk itself, where, 
up to the^ 11 th of October, twenty-one indi¬ 
viduals perished. 

^ • 

“ The malady appeared at the same time at 

•i : r 

Taganrog, spread itself in the adjacent villages, 
and passed into the district of Marianpol. 
From the 17th of September to the' 15th of 
Octbber, there were in the territory dependant 
upon the government Taganrog, 944 sick, 

f > 

805L cures, and 139 deaths. 

“ Towards the 21st of September tlie cholera 
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was remarked in the gpv^mment of Wladimir, 

* 

first at Mourom, then in the district of that 
town, and afterwards at Wlatfiroir, Souzdal, 
Viazniki, and some other Iplaces. Up to the 
31st of October there were 145 sick, 49 fcures, 
and 93 deaths. 

“ Towards the end of September the Cholera 
* • \ 
showed itself m the govtement of Novgorod, 

in the town of Oustujna, and the districts of 

OustujVia and of Tikjhsine, where, froni the 

27th of September to the 18th of October, 

there were 124 sick, 31 cures, and 68 deaths. 

“ The 1st of October the cholera appeared aft 

Vologda, where,-up to the 29th of # the same 

month, it carried off nine individuals. 

V Up to the month of October, the ravages. 

of the cholera in the government of Kherson 

were confined t© the town of Nikolaieff, but 
• > * 

sinco the 5ra of October the epidemic ha£ shown 
itself at Odessa, and on the 7th at/Kherson. * 
w The details upon the number *of deaths in 
these towns have been «afready published. On 
the 7th of January the town # of Odessa was 
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entirely delivered from the epidemic, as well as 
the town of Ovididpol.” * 

In the government of ^olhjmia, since the 
commencement of tlie Kiholera, up to the 1st 
of January/ there were 848 sick, 80 cures, 716 

deaths, and 32 remained sick. 

, * 

What a frightful proportion <5f victims! 

News from MoscW:—“ On the 30tli of Ja- 

• * ' . 

nuary, there were two new cases, no cures, no 

deaths. The number of sick remaining *on the 
morning of the 31st, sixteen.” 

* 

I hope the quarantine will soon be taken off, 
and then tally-ho for Moscow! 

There are some vague reports of a skirmish 
between Diebitch and the Poles; meanwhile, 

Petersburgh is almost without a garrison: there 

' 4 - 

are only three skeleton squadrons of the Che¬ 
valier Garde, consisting in the whole of 150 

men; three ditto of*-Gardes k Ch#Val, of the 

* 

sanie forge; j few hussars, Cossacks, Tartars, 

and two or tliree weak „ battalions of infantry 

* J% 

of the Guard; add t(7 these, two equipages 

« , 

of the Marine of tlie Guard, which are Always- 



• * * 

PRIMARY SpHOOifS IN VILLAGES. 381 

on duty at the Arsenajs. But, in fact, there 

is no necessity for* a large force in the capital, 

where all is quiet and well disposed. 

• , 

Feb. 8-20. — Mornidg 'dark * and * 'gloomy. 

• i • 

(Thermometer —1°*30'.) At two* I went to 

m 

the ice-hills, where * I. cemajned* until four. 
Crarnpton, another Englishman, and myself, 
performed % sort of feat, Tby passing beyond the 
ice-roads under U plank, which stretched across 
a little space, rather out of the line, of motion, 
jesting its ends upon two heaps of snow. 3t1us 
was very difficult, but I did it eight times. 

I have bought another and much better 

* w* 

traineau, and shall now, I hope, cut a respect¬ 
able figure among the amateurs. 

'I passed the evening at the Jl^zaines’, where 
I met the Due de Mortem art.’ 

* The. Em peror, who is afyvay^ doing some¬ 
thing to advance the civilfzation and prosperity 
of his vast dominions, has just rfow confirmed 
a regulation proposed by the JV1 mister of Fi¬ 
nance, for the creation *of primary schools in all 
the villages belonging to the Crown. This in- 
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stitution has for its object the propagation of 
useful knowledge" among {he peasantry, and 
also the fortning of village scribes. In these 

schools •will be taught, gratuitously, to boys 

* 

under eight years of age, the Catechism, the 
reading of books and manuscripts, writing, and 

m fl 

the four first rub's of arithmetic. The lessons 

«. • , 9 

will begin after the season of field labours, 

(apr£s les travaux champ£tres£) and will con- 

' «- 
tinue-until, their re-commencement; they will 

tal?e* place every day during four hours, with 
the exception of the holidays and Sundays. 
Nevertheless, the masters may assemble the 
scholars, for repetition, even during the agri¬ 
cultural' labours, with the consent of the vil- 
lagers. The expense of these schools will be 


borne by the produce of the territorial rents of 
these villages.. The schools wifi be established 

%r if & f 

first in the governments of St. Petersburgh and 
PskpfF.—^Extract from the Journal of St. Pe- 

i 

tersburgh, 7-19th of February.) 
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* M k> ^ASTELL^Z Ef COMFAGNIE, POUR LA FILATURE ET 
l’organsinage DES -SOIES. 

(Referred to in pages 271, 283.) 

• 

La Geoiigie propreraent dite, est situec entre le^-X) ct 
le 42 degre de latitude nord, comme Naples et le centre de 
l’Espagne. Ravagee en 1305 par Tamerlan, conquise par 
les Turcs vers la moitie du 16 sidcle, reprise par les l y er- 
sans sous le regne de Schah Abbas, ces belles provinces 
furent tour a tour devastees jusque vers la ‘moitie du 18 
siecle: apres la mort de Tliamas Kouli Khan en 1747, He- 
raclius qui avait servi dans les armies de ce Conquerant, 
se lit proclamer Roi de Georgie; mads son regne fut trouble 
par des guerres continuelles avec la Perse. 

Ce Prince illustrfc par de nombr^ux combats et de bril- 
lants. faitT^SS^rmes, hors d’etat # de resister a so? ennemis, 
voyant son pays cruise d’hommes et .d’argent, mit, # peu 
de terns avant sa mort, son Royaume sous la protection de 
FImp£ratrice Catherine. 

Occupe du bonheur de ses, sujets, ^t pour arracher la 
Georgie aux rilaux de la guerre, gorges ills d’Heraclius, 

* ceda par son testament ses etats j. l’Epipereur Paul I. 

Reunies depuis cette <jpoque a l’Empire de llussicy ces 
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belles contreesL sent desormais a 4'abri de toute invasion, car 
rl cst probable que les gloriev.x sucoes des armees Russes, 
dans la guerre actuelle centre les- Persans, fixer out d’une 
maniere positive les fronfieres proviso* rement determinees 
par le traite.de GuKstan, £t des reculcront jusqu’a 1’Araxe, 
qui senwle fortaer les limites naturelles des deux Puis¬ 
sances. 

La Georgie a etc lo^gtems* It* point de communication du 
commerce entre 1'Eurone et l’Asie ; sous da protection d’une 
puissance imposa&te, ^lle est appeltfe a le dcvenir encore., 
Tiflis, sa capital** situec sur le Kour (1’ancien ,Cyrus) a cent 
lieues de la mer Noire commc de la mer Caspienne, reunit 
toutes leg conditions propres a rendre florissante une Ville* 
de Commerce . 1 Elle peut en tdfit terns entretenir avec ces 
deu5*.ners des communications faciles, promptes, exemptes 
de danger, et sujettes a peu de fraix. ’ 

Les voyageurs qui viennent de l’lnde, s’embarquent a 
Bombay pour le Golfe Persique, d’oCi ils arrivent facilement 
a Tiflis en six semaines: les caravanes font ce trajet en 60 
jours: les relations de cctte ville 6tablie sur deux mers 
fermec's, ou 1c Pavilion Russe flotte sans rivalite, peuvent 
ejnbrasser sans obstacles toute la population de l’Asie occi- 
dentale, les 52 millions d’habitans de la Russie, et tout le 
continent de l’Europe; car lors meme qu’une guerre mari¬ 
time viendrait & /?xpos,«r la navigation commerciale dans 
rArchipelj* la Mediterrane? et l’ocean, Tiflis. -pourrait tou- 
jours, par la mer Noire, faire parvenir a Odessa les mar- 
chan dises destinies a l’Allemagne, a la Prance, &c. et qui 
de-la se transporteraient soit par terre, soit en remontant le 
Danube; tandis que de Bnkjre, traversant la mer Cas¬ 
pienne, les batimens charges des produits de manufactures 
Europbcnnes, porteroent en 36 licures, leurs car gai sons a ' 
la cote du Gbylan, du Mazandenm, et d’Asterabad ainsi 
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les negocians dc Tiflis pcuvcnt en tout terns et queJque soit 
lc commerce general,* embrasscr dansleurs vastes combi uni¬ 
sons le continent de* J »Europc, la Perse, la Boukharie, le 
Cachemire, lc Thibet, et retabflr le commerce d’echange 
qui autrefois amcnait en 'sfeumpis Jcs t *marchaydises de li 
Chine aux* rivages de burner Caspicmie. 

M. le Chevalier Gamba, Consul de France a Tiflis, donni 
dans son interessant voyage# £ii (i^orgie, une idee juste 

* des avantages qa’ofirc ce pays. A* La jheuve, tlit-il, (jut 

• Tiflis peut. etre considered* cpinnielle point central entrt 

1’Europe et VA$ie, c/est que dans le raenie jour on y voii 

arriver quelqucfois • des* negocians de Paris, des inarchandj 

de Constantinople, des Anglais partis, de Calcutta ou dt 

Madras, des Armeniens de Smyrne et de *Yezd, enfin des 

Ousbeks de Boukharas, et lorsque le commerce y awfd'pris 

les developpemens dont il cst susceptible, des Boukharas 

arrivanl de Sarmacand, du Thibet, et des frontieres de li 

# B 

Chine, se rencontreront sur le Marche de Tcflis avec les Ilin- 
dous de Lahor et du Guzerate; alors il se formera de nouvelles 
combinaisons commerciales, des relations immenscs entrt 
PEuropc manufacturiere et l’Asie, riche fle toutes les mati- 
eres premieres, indispensables a nos arts et a nos labriquiV 
Ces bautes considerations out qxees 1‘attention de sa 
Majcste PEmpercur de Ilussie, et sa geuerosite na rien 
^pargR'^our encourager 1’cntrcpr.ve lonrnec par une eom- 
pagnie de ifegociaiis Francais, *ous la raison Cfastellaz et 
Compagnie, a l’effet d’introduirq en Georgie la mothodc 
perfectionnee de filer et organsiner ia spie d’apres las pre¬ 
cedes usites en Italie et en France; methodc qui facilitera 
l’exploitation cl’une incpuisaiblC quantity de cocons, dont la 
nature a dc terns immemorial favr.risee ces contrees. 

Cetfe brillante entreprise hauteraent protegee par sa 
Majeste PEmpereur sera Pune des principals causes tic 'la 
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richesse de Tetiis, et cutte ville t situee sur les bords d’une 
fleuve, dans un pays generalement salubre ct fertile, sous un 
beau cliraat, verra bientot sa pryspSri/t^cgaler celle d’Ormux, 
sur le Golfe Persfque, ou lelt marchands d$*toutes les parties 
du monde v$qaicnt on foule pp^rer les echanges entre les pro¬ 
ductions He l’Asie et les produits ded’Europe. •< 

Nota .—On voit dans les annales de l’industric manufac- 
turiere deux grandes puissances faire d’enormes sacrifices 
pour acquCrir celle que M.M. Castellaz et Gompagnie out in- 
troduite en Hussies laiFrance sous lac ministcre de Colbert, 
a gratifie, privilegie, pensionne, ct memo ennobli Vtranger 
qui la lui enseigna, un Siour Bernay de- Bologne cn Italic, 
bien qu’il n’en fut pas l’invcnteur. 

Aujourd'hui memc, e’est-a-dirfi 156 ans apres l’introdue- 
tion"'be* l , exercicc de cette industrie lucrative, 1c lloi dc 
France fait de nouveaux sacrifices pour la repandre dans ses ' 
Provinces Septentrionales. 

En 1719 l’Angleterre accorda au Sieur Tomas Kombc, qui 
y avait introduit un Moulin d’ Italie a organsiner la soie, un 
privilege cxclusif de 14 annees, avec une recompense de 
14,000* livres sterlings, sonune considerable alors; depuis 
cette epoque, cette Puissance a deponse dcs sommes coloa- 
sales pour introduce au Bengal la source de richesse que 
possedc la Russie, et Ton connoit les efforts multiplies par 
lesquels elie essaye de*Vintroduire cn Irelande aqeu pres 
sans espoir 1 dc succes. , , 

L&fMurier et le Ver-a-soie sont indigenes en Georgie, et 
e’est de-la qu’ils orit ete importes en Italie: cette source de 

richesse‘y est detfenuc si fecondc, et I’industrie a su l’ex- 

* 

ploiter avee tant de succes, q-aVUe forme depuis longtems le 
principal commerce, de cette peninsule; les denrees que pro- 
duit le sol sont consomme?, par la population, et cejifendant 
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Tltalie scptentrionale seule s f cst trouvee par la ventc de la 
soic, en etat de payej* anmiGllement 68 millions d’impdts. 

Annee commune Figiport^tion des soies en Russia s’eleve 
a 14 millions d^^oublcs; au fhoyen de *la nouvcllc cntre- 
prise, non sculcment cett* »ofm^ie res.tora danti J’empire, mais 
encore cette prccieusejbranche d’industric yationafc y attirera 
les capitaux Strangers, avcc d’incalculables avantages pour 
l’etat et lcs particulars’ en /ournitjjbant .dans peu d’annees 
une immense qimntite de soie*a 1’Europe. • 

8a Majesty TEmpcreur, frappee^ de$> resultats certaincs 
qu’offrait cotte riclic exploitation, trop longtems negligee, 
a daigne sur le vappbrt de 8. E. le Ministre des Finances, 
ordoyner pour la proteger les dispositions suivantes, 

* *S 'avoir, * 

1. Le 21 Aout 1826; Sa Majeste a concede »a Mess. 
M. Castellaz et Compagnie, le privilege exclusif de filer et 
organsincr* la soic, d’apres lamethode d’ltalie et de France, 
dans les Provinces Meridionales du Caucase pendant dix 

annees consecutivcs, et d'ajouler a lenrs operations tonics 

« 

autres entreprises commercialese agricoles , et mauvjaeturieres, 
qui leur •paraitraient avantageuscs. t * 

• 2. Sa Majeste a concede a la Compagrfie le droit dc per- 

cevoir dc la Banquc lmperiale, pour compte de ses co-in te- 
resses, 50 roubles par Paysan, sur vingt millc paysans deja 
engage a 200 roubles l’an, en se ^harg^ant la Compagnie de 
payer le capital, et l’amortiss^ment a 8 roubles, p °/ rt ; cet 
avantage cxclusivcmcnt accorde aux* Seigneurs qyj pren- 
draient un interet. dans l’entreprisc. 

3. Son Excellence le Ministre des Pittances a tferse entre 
les mains de^ la Compagnia, et a titre d’encouragement, une 

I ♦ ^ 

* prgansiner signifie tordre la soie et la faire passer demfcfois an 
moulin. , - - 

2 c 2 
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stmime de BOO,000 roubles sans interet. et sans hypotheque 
pour trois ans ct a 6 roubles p °J n par aw, pendant sept ans. 

4. Le gouvernement s’oblige.a foigiiir annuel]ement a la 

Compagnie touts les cocon& des revenup^de la Couronnc, 
lvalues a 47*0.00 ponds et au*prix de 15 roubles fun, pay¬ 
ables troig'ans apres ebaque fourniture, de sorte quo la Com- 
pagnie ayant le tenia necessairc pour travaillcr la sole ct la 
vendre, sc trouver&cn position de rembourser la Couronnc, 
sans toucher a scs capitaux, et qu'elle aiura deja rccu on 
cocons la valeur de 2, 1CP ,000 roubles - ivant d'avoir a payer 
les premiers 700,000 roubles, > . 

5. Sa Majeste accorde a la Compagnie 2000 dessiatines de 
teire, a un rouble l’une, une (bis paye. 

0. Sa Majeste* s’etant la.it presenter, ct ayant approuve le 
plan "goceral des nouvelles constructions a fairc, a daigne 
ordonner que les architectes et ouvriers fussent founds gratis 


a la Compagnie. 

7.' oon Excellence M. le General Yermoloff ayant depuis 
quatre ans fait planter sur les lieux environ 2 millions de 
Muriers, ils ont cte mis it la disposition de la Compagnie 
sans aueune retribution. 

0. Ij ancienne Compagnie a egalement concede, en toutd' 
propriete, a la nouvelle,/les batisses, fabriques, ntcn^ilcs et 
tout ce qui se trouve sur la place, resultant des travaux 
executes dans le cQurantyde cinq annees, et qui p epfc. s f cva- 
luer a la sorfcme de 450,000 roubles. 

II egt facile de prSvoir l’avenir d’une entreprise de com¬ 
merce £trmee sous aussi brillans auspices, puissamment. sou- 

i 

tenue pat le gouvehiemcnt, dirigee par des negocians dont 
les connoissances, I’ll attitude des#aftaires, et la probit6 sont 
generalemcnt connucs. ,» . 

Une des clauses du privilege doit surtout fixer l’attehtion, 
c’e,t-^-dire la facu]t6 accordee a la Compagnie, (Tajouter d 
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ses operations svr la sole toutes dutres entrepriscs eommtrcialcs, 
agricoles , et manufaetnrieres, f/ui lui paraUraient avantagcuses. 

Les relations de la* Compagnie Castellaz avec les princi- 
palcs maisons de commerce de KEurope, lui rendront faciles 
ties operations que d*autre^. essay craiegt sans sueces, car, 
malgre lepr intelligence dans lc Negru, lep Arnviniens qui 
sont les principaux marchands de la Georgie, sont loin de 
connoitre commc les Ggrants de ILntreprise Castellaz, le 
parti a tirer des jjroduils des rrranuiactures de l’liirope: ces 
nouvelles combinaison^ comVnercialc^ ajoyteront bientot leur 
’benefices considerables a ccux de 1’exploitation des soies, et 
le dividende de co-associes s’augmentera journellement. 

Le commerce, longtcms en stagnation a Tiliis, a recu dc- 
puis quatre a cinq ans, 'unc impulsion rpmarquablc, des 
Aruieniens etablis dans cette ville: Le negociant ^armtgel 
est venu le premier a Odessa, oii il a achete pour 100,000 
roubles de marchandises d’Europe, qu’il a vendu cn Georgie 
avec 48 roubles p n / a de benefice: l’annee suivante six Ai'nie- 
niens reunis ont paru a la f’oire de Leipzic, oii ils ont achete 
pour 000,000 roubles de marchandises; ils le*s ont expedites 
en transit, par la Galieie et la ltussie Meridionale* jusqu’a 
Odessa, d’oii elles ont pte embarquees jusqii’a lledoute Kale, 
en suivant la route qui leur avoit inilk^Uec Saratgel; enfan, 
cn 1825, d'autres Arnieniens ont achete a la meine foire 
^pour 2 millions 8(A),000 roubles, y * 

pn peutW’apres cct aper^u % se faire une idess des opera¬ 
tions avantageuses que la Compagnie.Castellaz pourra en- 
treprendre: aussi de grands Seigneurs ^Russes se sont ils 
empresses de prendre un interet dans* »ne affairo coraraer- 
ciale qui leur garantit uqp immensff fortune; sans bourse 
dclier, sans aucwne^chance contrqire a courir. 

Pour justifier meme leur cqnfiai\cc, il suffira de Tracer 
succinctenient les rcsdltats assures pour l’affaire deo sdms* 
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en prcrtant pour base ties csflculs, non par des choses hy- 
potheques, mais bien les concessions^ faites au profit de la 
Compagn : e par la Couronne. *. 

En Italie les Menders dc cinq ans se pa^yit de 30 a 50f. la 
piece; or en evaluapt au plus- Ijag de'ces prix les deux mil- 
lions de pieds a^ecordes a la Compagnie, ils formpraient en 
Italie un capital en immeubles de soixante millions ; et 
commc l'introduction dli la filature de la soie produira les 
memos effet.s qu’ea Italie, il e-Jl evident quq,ce foods aura en 
Georgia' la meme valeuij/ ‘ e 

En Italie le poud de cocons se vena a prix moyen 110 
francs, ce qui pour les 47,000 pouds founds annuellement li 
la-Compagnie par la Couronne formerait dans ce pays uue 
somme de . 5,170,000 fi 

Tgpdjs qu’a 15 roubles le poud prix de la 
Couronne les 47,000 ne couteront a la 
Compagnie que 


Le benefice net serait done de . 


705,000 


4,465,000 r. 


par an, si l’on si bornait mernc a envoyer en Italie les cocons 
en nature, sauf a deduire les fraix d’expedition, douanes, &c. 
la qualite de la soie ne le cedant en aucun fay on a cellt 
d’ltalie, cette simplfc operation suffirait pour faire la fortune 
de la Compagnie en vendant au dessous des prix d’ltalie. 

Mais si les cocons son^ mis en oeuvre par la Compagnie, 
les experiences faites a ce sujet donnent V's rcsultats 
suivants. 

X 

5 pouds de coccKis ont produit l poud de soie ecrue, 
ainsi 47,000 poud& de cocons donneraient 9400 pouds de 
soie ecrue,* laquelle s’t st veudpe a Moscou en 1827 a raison 
de 1048 roubles le poud. 


If laut on Italic environ 12 livres do vocons pour laire une livn 
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A co prix 9400 pouds ieraient 
Sur quoi deduisant le pri>? d'achat des 
47,000 pouds, a 15 r. . 705,000 

Lcs frais 
poud 


00 pouds, a 15 r. . 705,000 

v • *• *0 

lis a raison de 60 r—par • 

1 sur 9400 • . ,564,000 

I 1 * . ■ * 


9,851,200 r. 


1,269,000 


* • 


8,58%200r. 

11 resterait par an a la Comyagriielm benefice net de liuit 
millions cinq cent quatre viflgt ueux deux cents 

• roubles!!! • * • 

• * • 1 

Api»cs avqir *extrait par la filature 940,0 pouds des 4700, 

il en restera chaqjve Tbmee 87,600 de filasse qui so vend 
pour Jes travaux ordinaires •* l’organsjnage oftrira de pins 
grands avantages encore,*car le prix des <icliantillons s’est 
monte a 1500 roubles le poud. . * 

* Ainsi dans la supposition impossible que la C’ompagnic 
borncrait ses operations’ a filer et organsiner la soie des 
cocons qui lui fournira la Couronne, on voit qu’avec *une 
mise de fonds de 4 millions, ses benefices annuels se leve- 


de soie, la ricbesse des cocons des provinces CaucaMennos, cat telle 
ijue cinq livres en donnent une et plus; on pdlit fournir a l f appui de 
cette donnee remarquablc*le tableau conipajratjjf le produit des eocens 
de trois differentes pioviuces. • 

IT. 

5 ^res de cocons des Karabagh opt donne 1 de soie. 

, 5 do •>de Schirvan . • 1. 1^ zolotniks. 

5 do. de Nourkba . . • - ^ 1 - 84 idem. 

, •* 

Ainsi un terrain plants de Muriels, dans lcs provinces Caucasiennes 
produit au moins une fois plus de soie qu’en«fyalic, sans avoir jamais 
ii redouter les gelees accidentelle^du jirintatns, si prejudiciables aux. 
recoltes d’ltalife e^de France. 

* fotnrne filoselle*fautasie, &r. genre dc travail ires EUajJe dont 
lcs Ceorgicris n’ont pas la jnonidre i3cc. 
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raient ti plus de huit, de sortte que lcs Seigneurs llusses co- 
intPresses obtiendraient par eeia seul un revenu double du 
capital pris sur la banque Imperiale j>ar hypotheque de leurs 
paysans, hypotheque dont les mterets ct Kamortissemcnt se 
payent par la Compagnie. <■ 

' f 

Excmpie clair et proportioning : un co-associe pour ~ 
aurait fourni a la Compagnie une lomme de 250,000r.; en 
laissant engager 10001 paysans' a *250 roubles, ou bien en 
prenant ser 5000 paysans deja engages a 200 roubles lcs 50 
roubles de supplement /que l’Oukase Imperiale accorde pour 
ces objets ; par la, seule operation de la foundtijre et mise en 
oeuvre des 47,000 ponds precites, il ISe^ouvcrait jouir d’un 
revenu de 500,000 roubles, tandis que la Compagnie degre- 
vant. ses paysans engages, lcs lui rendrait libres d’hypotheque 
ii la-cessation du privilege. 

Mais la Georgie regorge de cocons, chaque Seigneur, 
chaque petit proprietaire a des plantations de Muriers plus 
ou rooms considerables; ils se trouveront trop heureux de 
vendre a la Compagnie une marchandise pour laquelle ils 
•font pas de debouches, et dont leur ignorance tire un faible 
parti. Leur soie mal filoe sur des roues d’un trop grand 
diametre 6tait de qualite commune, et la difficult** de la dt- 
rider avait. contribue a 1 la lairc rejeter par les fabriques de 
Lyon, ou elle etait connue sous le nom de soie de Perse. 

Cependant des l annee, 1 740, le chef des comptoir^ Anglais 
sur la mer Gaspienne, avait, introduit dans le *3hilan et le 
Schirvan des rouets A diametre etroit, et ces soies jusqu’alors 
meprisees en Ang?eterre y furent bien tot estimecs et re- 
coimues tres convonables pour les fabriques; depuis cettc 
epoque les auciennes"ic;itines avaient repris Je detfsus, et 
l’apathie des Georgicns negligcait toute methode de perfec- 
tionnement. 

i 

lies leurs premieres essais M. >1. Castellaz et Didelor 
oqt eu l’intimc conviction que les sc’es dites de Pe»se 
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n’avaient besoin que d^efre filees par de bons ouvriers pour 
egaler en qualite celle dfe Lombard i’e, ct ils en ont fait venir 
de France ; la faeilitejqu .Is auront de fixer des prix plus bas 
que ceux d’ltalic^etablft l*? Concurrence,.tout a leur avan- 
tage, pour fournir if ly Fi :npe„les soies dont fimportation 
annuelle s’eleve a tuie valt^ir tfe‘25 millions. * * ^ 

II cst facile de demont^cr qu’en vendant k, meilleur marche 
que ritalic, la Cornpagnie Castellaz n’en fera pas moins de 
prodigieux benefices; dans tousles nays le prix de la main 
d’oeuvre influe beaucoup suf eelui'iTus produits : sous ce rap- 
port la munificence Imperiale*proeure encore a cette maison 
de commerce d inappr&ciablcs avantages.* Sur la demandc 
de M. Castellaz sa Majeste 1’Empereur a doune des ordrys 
d’apres lesquels son Excellence M. le General Sipiaguine, 
Gouverneur de la Georgie, a mis a la disposition de la Cflifi- 
pagnie 1000 femmes tiroes des prisons, qui doivent. fravailler 
a la filature sans retribution: plus de 300 femmes de sol- 
dats a modique salaire, enfin 200 prisonniers Persans, qqi se 
trouvent beureux de gugner 25 kopeks (5 sous de France) 
par jour. 1 

Voila, des l’origine de l’6tablissement, 1500 person^ics pla¬ 
gues, pour ainsi dire, sous la discipline nlllitaire, travaillant ii 
tres peu de fraix pour la Compagniy, tt^sur ,tous lea poiftts 
ou ellc etablira des filatures, l’active* protection de son Ex¬ 
cellence le Gouverneur General lui promet les mimes res- 


sources. 


Aussi le import adresse par^ 4 (^astellaz a ses co-associes 
le 25 Novemnre dernier annonce-C-il quc.leurs brillantes csp6- 
rances seront realisees: apres avoir etrprime sa,gratitude 

pour labienveillanceinfinic aveclaqtjcUe son Excellence M. le 

" * ^ *» -*» 

General Sipi&guine execute les promesses de la Couronne, et 

• I 

vien^ au devant des jbesoins de la Cornpagnie, il doiNe les 
plus interessants details: l examen du terrain de la £ol<\()i<»* 
a,yant fait reconnoitre* la possibilite de donner le Kour pour ^ 



394 


ON THE ESTABLISHMENT BOB. 


moteur aux Moulins d’organ .unage, aussitot et avec I’appro- 
bation clc son Excellence, la Cumpagnie a fait percer un ru- 
cher, travail facile qui procure ui* cjpite d’eau convenable 
pour l’organsination d’un etabl^/jnent auquel l’Europe n’a 
rien a mettre en parallele. , * 

D’aprcs■ fe rapport de M. GaL na sur une espace de 20 

werstes caries, oh a 12,500 pouds de cottons, et toutes les 

convenances que l’on piuvoit exjger. Le Gouverneur Gene- 
* ^ ^ fc 1 * 

ral a etc charme de ce *apport, qui lui propve qu’en continu¬ 
ant ainsi d’explorer les -Arovincek Caucasicnnes, la Compag- 
nie lui fournira sur le pays, des doilnees statistiques d’aprcs 
lesquelles il sera possible d’etablir d’"ne nianicre certaine 
Fmiportance de la dime que la Couronne per^oit sur la s*/ie. 

’ M. Castellaz gnnonce son depart pour l’lmirette, afin d’y 

niorter une filature de 200 tours qui travailleront. au prin- 
- * 

temps prochain ; ensuite il sc rendra dans la Mingrelie, dans 
le Nouka, le Schirvan, le Karabagh, pour y choisir des 
terres, clever de nouvelles filatures, en merne terns qua Tiflis 
les constructions ct fabrications de tours a filer sent dans la 
plus grande activite. 

A la masse des avantages indiques dans ces observations, 
les plus simples catculs peuvent ajouter l’extension dont &s 
sont susccptibles, comfnc les benefices que donnerait avec lc 
terns, la poussc des feuilles du Murier, la propagation des 
vers-a-soie, l’accroissemep.t rapide des rnoyens d’expjpita- 
tion, les operations commerciales que pourra ^Mtrcprendrc 
une maison sbutenuc v par grand credit et la f >rce du Gou- 
vernement. Si Foi'. veut mettre en ligne de compte les 
achats, ventes, commissions, consignations, encaisscmens, 
remises d'argent, &c. d’habijes negocians sauront faire 
a propoB, on convicndra que dans aucun pays ct a aucune 
6poq ih, jamais entreprises corainerciules et manufacturieres 
n’^nt etc commencecs avec plus d’iivantagcuses gar an ties. 
La Compagnie a tout lieu d'esperer que ja demande par qlle 
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formtie pour TcxporAypn du sfel de la Crimce, sdWt cou-. 
rounee de succes, et il sufera de dire que cette denrec de pre- 
mierc nccessite, qui co&eJjtO kopecks le poud dans ce pays, 
se vend a 2 rouble| le poua ^ f Goorgie. Les frais de trans¬ 
port par mer jusqi?a 41 etifute • Kale, et par terre de-la 
jusqu’a Tifljs, sont d’une fafjlc importance. • 

D’ailleurs ce n’est pas $ la culture du ivfurier, a I’educa- 
tion des vers-a-soie, a la feature et oygansinage des cocons 
^jue se borneront les travaux dcTla ciionie; lc'safyin, le vin, 
Ja garance qui croit spontanement par tout, sans etre cu^ 
tiv6e eii au^unTlieu de la*Georgie,*le coton a longue soie qui 
y reus^ft parfaitemcpt, *et dont la Compagnic possede les 
^u&Hfeurs graines des lies sechelles et jde la Guyanc, enfia 
quantise de produits precieux pour lesqucls # le sol n’attend) 
<jue la main de l’industrie, viendront bientdt etendrt;.a 
d'infini les operations et les benefices d’une entroprise a la- 
quellc sa Majeste l’Empereur attache la plus haute im¬ 
portance. 


N.B.—This memoir is too flattering. The calculation of 
the value of cocoons is fallacious, and there was not ope sin- 
glT^mulberry-tree of Yormoloff’s (if indeed*he ever planted 
any) available. 

Paschewitch put his paw upon the Company and crushed 
it. v 41cwi td.es to fuive the credit, *uid tjie government the 
profit of the ^pneern. Good solders are often bac^ statesmen. 
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■riltWO. Distance in 
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29 
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2 
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* 

Os. Ljungby 

n 
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2 
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2 
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H 
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i 
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2 
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If 
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Barnarp * ^ 

S? 

1 

Jonlcoping* 

2 

Ruby* 

If* 

Grenna * 


Halkaborg 

1* 

Osjo 

If 

Ostadt 


(S tacit gelt) 


(Stadt gelt) 

(Hall Iiafter, or relays) 

i.J' 



1830, Distance in 
August. Swedish nules. 


31 


Sept. 1. 


1} MjfflbV - 

2 BpkelK’Jj^f 

I 4 Linkopjng * . 

1 Kuinla * 1*1 (St’aclt gelt)**, 

li Brink * 

]| Norkoping* (Customs) 

| St. Aby and Sfeadt^gclt) 

1^ Krokek * 

* H JMcf,,. 

l| Ny hoping * 

2| Svardsbro 

2 Aby 

2 Bilkrog 

1^ Sodentelje 

2 Tittja * 

H Stockliobn (Poste I’oyale.) 


i 


N.B. The mark * signifies sleeping-place. 

^Jall Hafter means that liere are regular relays of post- 
horses, although we fouftd none until wp reached St. Aby. • 
A Swedish mile equals 6^ English*,or 10 worsts. 

• In Sweden the jjrice of posting is 16 banco shillings, or 
24 ri'ir^elt shillings per horse} peV Swedish mile, that is 


ly 6jd. llngli 
filings banco < 


neatly 
B shilling 


glish for fii Eng ’sh miles. Tho/trinkgelt is 


y every station. T$e*jR>febud is 24 shillings 


rix gelt, the Swedish mile. 

The whole -distance Aem Helsingborg to Stockholm, for 
stin $ cos^dis with three* hUrses and a forebud 130 rix 


postm 

dollar 


usua 
St! 


illa*> 41 

U0 ' Jp 

|fcgSt. 


Upon leaving towns^h ^eden you pay double the 
ting price, aryd this iaditlbnal charge is cafocd 



ROUTE FROM ABO, *N FINLAND, 
TO PETERS U1G1L 

t 


Distance in 1 * 

Swedish mile*. 

• ■t' 

- Abo—Tolerable Inn at t 'e Society House 
If To Rungo (Stadt gelt) 
t lj Yista , 

\f Ilandala 

1 Salo , 

If HamcnkyJa 1 

If Svenskby (Good post-house, an d clean ) 

2 Bjbrsby 

If Mjdlbol stadt 
11 Bolstadt 
2 Qvis 

• If Rcmbdle 
1^- Grann 

11 Helsingfors (Tolerable inn sur la Place) 

If Iienricksdal (Stadt gelt) 

If Sibbo , * 

If Veikaski' 

If Borgo (Tolerable inn, Madame Lotta’s) 

1 Illby 

Forssby 
If Pei no 

If f Lovisa (First Russ station) 

)istauce if 
Wersts. 

10f Holmgard 

16f Pyttis (New po. -house) 

f 1 Braby 

20 Frcderickshamm (Tolerable post-house) 



399 


Rj^JTE. 


Distance m 
WersU 

17 Granv. 

17 Pyterlax (VisJ^^g quarries) 

16 ^frpala * ■ 

16 ^ Sackjarvi 

15 ftisalSx (Good«i|ft»t-house) 

121 Kiskila 9 

15^ Wiborg (Good inn,* kept bv an f Italian; here g^| 
Padarosjna a^0?viser passport) 

yf, Ky*ula^- 

15# l^iipala (Good post-house) j 
13 K iv inebb 

13 Rajajoki 
12 BaloastrafT (Customs) 

15 Dranisclmikotf 
’“181 St. Petersburg!). 


In Finland the price of posting is 6 copecks per horse per 
wcrftl, or 60 copecks the Swedish mile, excepting upofi leav¬ 
ing towns, when, as in Sweden, the jiry^e is 'double. Trink- 
gelt from 20 to 30 kopecks a station* ^Remehiber at Abo or 
at Helsingfors to get plenty of small jjfFinnish notes to pay 
lie ns with. 


KND OK THGkF 


i'OLU\fI\ 



- «*»* i 

ntiKiB® »v uwnn 

frbwt4<rt»iU 







